
 
 

Request for City Council Committee Action 
From the Department of Community Planning & Economic Development 

 
Date:  September 28, 2004 
   
To:  Council Member Lisa Goodman, Community Development Cmte 
  Council Member Barbara Johnson, Ways and Means/Budget Cmte 
 
Prepared by:  Jim Forsyth, Phone 612-673-5179 
Presenter in  
Committee:  Jim Forsyth, Project Coordinator 
 
Approved by:  Chuck Lutz, Deputy CPED Director __________ 
 
Subject: Accept & Appropriate Hennepin County Environmental Response Fund 

Contamination Investigation Grant No. A040779 and Metropolitan Council 
Tax Base Revitalization Account Grant No. SG004-086 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
1. Accept the following grants: Hennepin County Environmental Response Fund 

Contamination Investigation Grant: Minnesota Innovation Center: $85,000 
Contract Number A040779; and Metropolitan Council Tax Base Revitalization 
Account Grant No. SG004-086 Minnesota Innovation Center: $827,420. 
 

2. Amend the 2004 General Appropriation Resolution by increasing the Community 
Planning & Economic Development Agency Fund SMN0 – CPED State Grants & 
Loans (SMN-890-8933) appropriation by $912,420; 

 
3. Increase the 2004 Revenue Budget for the Community Planning & Economic 

Development Agency in Fund SMN0 – CPED State Grants & Loans (SMN-890-
8490) by $912,420; 

 
4. Authorize appropriate City officials to execute grant and subrecipient 

agreements. 
 

Previous Directives:  On April 16th 2004 the City Council authorized submission of the 
subject grant applications to the Metropolitan Council and Hennepin County. 
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Financial Impact (Check those that apply) 
___ No financial impact - or - Action is within current department budget. 
        (If checked, go directly to Background/Supporting Information) 

 ___ Action requires an appropriation increase to the Capital Budget  
 _X_ Action requires an appropriation increase to the Operating Budget 
 _X_ Action provides increased revenue for appropriation increase 
 ___ Action requires use of contingency or reserves 
 ___ Other financial impact (Explain): 

___ Request provided to the Budget Office when provided to the Committee    
                 Coordinator 
 
Community Impact  (Summarize below) 
 

Ward:  2 
 

Neighborhood Notification: The South East Economic Development (SEED)  
Committee has been notified that the Metropolitan Council remediation grant and 
Hennepin County investigation grant have been approved. 
 

City Goals:  The proposed projects are consistent with and contribute to 
attainment of the City goal to: Increase the city’s economic competitiveness and extend 
the benefits of the growing economy to all Minneapolis residents, Strategy 1: Provide 
clean, buildable land parcels to meet the needs of business expansion and relocation 
within the city. 
 

Comprehensive Plan:  The project complies with land reclamation and provides 
healthy environmental elements of the Minneapolis Plan and is consistent with the SEMI 
Bridal Veil Master Plan approved by the City Council in July of 2001. 
 

Zoning Code:  The project is in compliance. 
 

Living Wage/Job Linkage:  Environmental assistance is exempt from Living 
Wage/Business Subsidy and generally exempt from job linkage. 
 
 
 
 
Background/Supporting Information  
 
The Department of Community Planning & Economic Development is pleased to report 
that the subject projects submitted in the spring 2004 grant round to the Metropolitan 
Council and Hennepin County have been approved for funding. The awards total 
$912,420  for pollution remediation and for a pollution investigation grant in the 
Minnesota Innovation Center (MIC) East Phase located in the South East Minneapolis 
Industrial/University Research Park area. 
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Project 
 
Wall # 2 Ward 2 
 
Hennepin County Environmental Response Fund Contamination Investigation Grant, 
Minnesota Innovation Center: $85,000 and Metropolitan Council Tax Base 
Revitalization Account Grant, Minnesota Innovation Center: $827,420. 
 
The Wall companies propose to build a 400,000 square foot University related research 
park on property in the SEMI/URP area owned largely by the Wall Companies and 
presently occupied by grain elevators.  Determination of the environmental condition of 
the site and remediation of pollution on the site is fundamental for redeveloping the 
area. These grants are therefore critical to the redevelopment process. Ultimately  Wall 
anticipates construction of three or four buildings housing companies employing about 
600 people. The site (and all of SEMI) is within the City’s Bioscience Zone.  
 
In the fall of 2003 the MIC was awarded an investigation grant from the State 
Department of Employment and Economic Development (DEED) of $50,000. The 
Hennepin County ERF grant will be used as match for that grant and the Metropolitan 
Council grant will be used to carry out pollution remediation identified in the 
investigations funded by DEED and Hennepin County. The Wall Companies will be 
responsible for any other matching funds required for these grants. 
 


