
 
Proposed Resolution 

of the City of Minneapolis 
 

By Ostrow 
 
 Considering the designation of public safety as the top legislative priority 
for the 2005 legislative session and directing the evaluation of alternative revenue 
sources to be dedicated exclusively to public safety funding. 
 
 Whereas, public safety is the top priority of the City of Minneapolis and the 
highest obligation of government at all levels; and 
 
 Whereas, reductions in state and federal assistance to local law enforcement 
have reduced significantly the resources available to the City of Minneapolis for police, 
fire, criminal prosecution and emergency preparedness, including the loss of 120 police 
officers off the streets of Minneapolis; and 
 
 Whereas, the City of Minneapolis is the cultural and economic engine of the 
region and its downtown is visited by approximately 250,000 people each day who 
require and rely upon effective public safety services; and 
 
 Whereas, the City Council has reallocated resources from other priorities to 
maximize funding for public safety which will represent 60% of general purpose 
revenues by 2010; and 
 
 Whereas, the pressures on the City’s general fund and property tax will 
continually worsen over the next five years and will result by the year 2009 in an 
unacceptable $14 million reduction in service level funding for core public safety 
services not including a very significant additional service level reduction resulting from 
increasing pension debt obligations; and 
 
 Whereas, additional property tax levy increases beyond the current 8% property 
tax levy policy would create an unreasonable and unacceptable burden on Minneapolis 
residents and property owners; 
 
 Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved by The City Council of The City of Minneapolis: 
 
 That the City reaffirms its support for full funding of the current local government 
aid formula which would provide significant additional funding to the City of Minneapolis 
and cities throughout the State. 
 
 Be It Further Resolved that the City needs to explore ways to utilize some or all 
of its existing sales tax currently dedicated to the Convention Center for public safety 
services. 
 



 Be It Further Resolved that the City’s finance staff is directed to evaluate at a 
minimum the following alternative revenue sources, and to consider the dedication of 
those revenues exclusively to public safety: 
 
 a.  A sales tax. 
 b.  A parking tax or surcharge. 
 c.  Legislative authorization to dedicate excess sales tax revenue from the 
Convention Center Fund for public safety reasons. 
 
 Be It Further Resolved that Intergovernmental Relations (IGR) Department staff 
be directed to report back to the IGR Committee on amendments to the City’s legislative 
agenda. 
 
 Be It Further Resolved that the IGR Department is directed to initiate a 
discussion with the Neighborhood Revitalization Program Policy Board and staff 
regarding a more balanced allocation of funds between housing and public safety and is 
further directed to report back to the IGR Committee on January 25, 2005. 


