December 7, 2010

TO: Superintendent Johnson
Directors, Minneapolis Public Schools Board of Education

FROM: Jim Grathwol
MPS Lobbyist

RE: Proposed MPS 2011 Legislative Agenda

This memo presents a final MPS Legislative Agenda for Board of Education adoption at its December 7%,
2010 meeting.

The draft agenda presented below reflects the Board of Education’s feedback at an earlier meeting in
support of:

e Auniversal Pre-K program

e A “Gap Closing” initiative

e An ‘Education Innovation Zone” proposal

e A “plank” on Restoring State Fiscal Stability

The draft legislative agenda also reflects, by it’s absence, the board’s expressed concerns about direct
amendment of continuing contract law.



MPS 2011 LEGISLATIVE AGENDA

Defend the current law distribution of aids, levies and discrete bonding authorities:

Compensatory Education Revenue

Limited English Proficient Revenue

Special Education Revenue

Special Education Excess cost aid (reimburses 75% of expenditures in excess of 4.36% of
general education revenue)

Extended Time Revenue

Alternative Facilities Aid

Integration Revenue

Transition Revenue (the levy replacing 2003 aid losses)

An Amended QCOMP that supports development of an effective teacher evaluation
infrastructure and one-time, bonus payments to teachers tied to multiple measures
including student performance, and teacher effectiveness.

Continue to support a phase-in of the “New Minnesota Miracle”.

The “New Minnesota Miracle” is an education finance reform plan that proposes education aid

spending increases of $1.7 billion and a $600 million property tax relief package to reform the

current education finance system. The plan, advanced by the House and endorsed by all

education interest groups would:

Increase the general education formula from $5175 to $7500.
0 Adjust the formula by the implicit price deflator going forward.
Equalize pupil weighting (thereby funding all-day K)
Fund all compensatory pupil units a $2500 per pupil (the current cap at 80% poverty).
Double ELL funding from $750 per pupil to $1500 per pupil; links to the formula.
Fully fund every school district’s special education costs.
O MPS has one of the largest special education cross subsidies in the state (5985 per
pupil in FY 2009; SW average is $625 per pupil).
Create a new formula — Location Equity Index revenue to fund labor market cost
differentials.
Allow all school districts to levy for deferred maintenance.

A “Closing the Achievement Gap Agenda”:

Early Start: Authorize an early childhood levy to fund pre-k programming for free and
reduced lunch eligible three and four year olds.
0 MPS’ own “High Five” program demonstrably increases all students’ “Kindergarten
readiness.”

Extended Time: Accelerate the phase-in of the Extended Time revenue reform contained in
the new Minnesota Miracle (use a $7500 formula allowance rather than the 2005 formula



allowance of $4601) to fully fund an additional 20% more “time-on-task” in an extended
day, after school or summer school program.

ELL: Accelerate the phase-in of the New Minnesota Miracle’s reform of Limited English
proficient revenue: remove the five year eligibility cap and increasing the formula from $700
per pupil to $1500 per pupil.

0 MPS enroliment is 22% ELL

0 Only 65.3% are eligible for Limited English Proficiency funding

4. Public labor law reforms including:

An Alternative Teacher Licensure program.
Eliminate the January 15" contract deadline and penalty.

Enacting an “Education Innovation zone” proposal like Colorado’s whereby qualifying school
districts, by resolution of the board of education, may petition the state Commissioner of
Education to have specific statutory mandates, or collectively bargained contract provisions
waived for a period up to three years in support of a district-wide academic achievement
plan to increase student proficiency levels at the lowest performing schools.

0 Qualifying districts would include districts:

= Not making Adequate Yearly Progress

= With 25% of their total enrollment at schools in the “Stage 3” (Corrective
Action) continuum of NCLB consequences.

=  With one or more schools on the state list of lowest performing schools.

0 The resolution and academic intervention plan submitted to the Commissioner by
the Board of Education must identify the specific legislative mandate(s) or
collectively bargained contract provision(s) that would be waived to implement the
academic intervention plan.

0 Upon approval of the waiver the school board must annually report the
Commissioner on the implementation and effect of the academic improvement plan
and the impact of the waivers.

5. An Education Reform and Restructuring proposal that calls for:

A restructuring of all of Minnesota’s school districts and their boundaries to de-concentrate
students living in poverty;

An expansion of school district bonding and levy authority;

A new authorizing relationship with charter schools;



e Anend to special education tuition billing between school districts and between school
districts and charter schools.

6. Require the state to put its own fiscal House back in order.
e Oppose any change in current law on the education aid payment shift payback in FY2012-13.

e Oppose the use of the current law aid payment delay to help the state manage cash flow.



