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CHAPTER 449. DECORATIONS AND BANNERS 
 
449.10 Purpose and criteria. The purpose of the following is to promote the public health, safety and 
welfare through the regulation of placement, type, appearance, and servicing of banners and 
decorations on public rights-of-way so as to: 

• Aid in the promotion of cultural and civic events. 
• Promote the City and City-sponsored programs. 
• Compliment the City’s beautification and neighborhood identification efforts. 
• Control visual distractions to traffic control and directional signage. 
• Provide a unified appearance to City streets. 

 
449.20. Definitions. The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the 
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different 
meaning: 
 

Banner.  Any rigid or flexible material containing a message directed at the public, either by 
means of a symbol, graphic design or text attached to poles in the public right of way  Any flag, 
bunting, swag, ribbon, ornament, trimming, lights or other embellishments. 
 
City Engineer.  City engineer means the city engineer, or the city engineer's designee. 
 
Lineal Block.  The part of any right of way lying between two intersecting rights of way. In the 
event that no intersecting right of way exists, the terminating point of the right of way or a 
distance of 330 feet, whichever is shortest. 
   
Public right-of-way.  The surface and space above, below, or otherwise integral to any public 
thoroughfare established by or located within the complete jurisdiction of the city, including but 
not limited to, roadways, highways, streets, bicycle lanes, boulevards, or sidewalks.  
 
Supporting Hardware.  Any bracket, wire, clamp, collar or other manufactured product 
necessary to attach, hold or fix in place a banner.  Any electrical or mechanical device ancillary 
to a banner. 

 
449.30 Permit required; procedure, conditions.  Notwithstanding the provisions set out at Chapter 
544, any person or agency desiring to install any banner or supporting hardware on or over any Public 
Right of Way or city owned property may do so upon issuance of a permit by the City Engineer.  An 
application shall be submitted on a form prepared by the City Engineer and shall contain, but not be 
limited to, the following information: 

• The name, address and telephone number of the person making the application and to whom 
the permit will be issued. 

• The name address and telephones number of the contractor that will install the banner. 
• A color, graphic sample of the banner. 
• The specific dimensions of the banner. 
• A detailed map depicting the specific location of each installation. 
• The specific installation and removal dates for the banner. 

 
 (a) A nonrefundable application fee shall be charged in accordance with the fees as set forth by 
the City Council: 
 
 (b) All such permits shall expire as provided for by the City Engineer at the time of the issuance 
thereof.   
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(c) Any and all such banners together with any supporting hardware shall be installed and 
removed only by a licensed and bonded contractor and all such installations and removals shall 
be done with the approval of the city engineer  
 
(d) Any and all such banners shall be removed and taken down within five (5) days from and 
after the date of the expiration of such permit, notwithstanding the city engineers approval of 
permanent supporting hardware as provided for in this section. 

 
449.40. Banner Content. Banners must identify a historical location place of interest, or an event of 
public interest taking place within or benefiting the city. Banners shall not be used to advertise specific 
businesses, products, or services. Banners shall not be used to advertise or promote political 
candidates, parties, issues, or messages. 
 

 (a) Banners may be used to promote arts and cultural activities including events, festivals, 
tourism or civic programs, as well as major sporting events.  
 
(b) Banners may include a logo, name or symbol of a sponsoring agency, provided that no more 
than 15% of the banner area is utilized for such purpose. 
 
(c) The content of any banner intended as an exhibit of public art shall be reviewed and 
approved in accordance with the Art in Public Spaces Policy adopted by the City Council and 
administered by the Office of Cultural Affairs of the Community Planning and Economic 
Development Department. 

 
449.50. Clearance required. No such banner or supporting hardware shall be installed unless they 
shall have a clearance over and above the right-of-way as shall be designated and required by the City 
Engineer with due regard to public safety, surrounding circumstances, and physical conditions of the 
area. 
 
449.70. Permanent supporting hardware.  Wherever any supporting hardware (not including 
electrical wires or fixtures) are installed which are intended to be kept and maintained as permanent, 
such supporting hardware may be considered to be permanent and need not be removed if approved 
by the city engineer. The city engineer if at any time in their judgment such hardware become defective 
or dangerous, they may require them to be repaired or removed. Any person having a permanent 
supporting hardware shall provide sufficient public liability insurance therefore, as herein provided. 
 
449.80. Insurance required. The applicant shall post with the city engineer and maintain in force a 
public liability insurance policy including the City of Minneapolis as an additional insured, and protecting 
against any liability which may result from or arise out of the installation or maintenance of the banners 
or the supporting hardware for which a permit is issued. The policy of insurance shall be maintained in 
its original amount by the applicant at their expense at all times during the period for which the permit is 
in effect. In the event that two (2) or more permits are issued to the same person or corporation, one 
policy of insurance may be furnished to cover all of the permits, provided that upon applying for each 
additional permit, the applicant shall file a certificate showing that the said policy of insurance on file is 
currently in effect and covers the activities for which the additional permit is requested. The policy of 
insurance shall be of a type which maintains coverage for the full limits of the policy for the occurrence 
of any accident or loss from which liability may occur. 
 
The limits of liability on the policy of insurance posted shall in no case be less than two million dollars 
($2,000,000) for bodily injuries or death occurring as a result of any one accident, nor less than one 
hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00) for bodily injuries to or death of any one person arising out of 
the accident, and twenty five thousand dollars ($25,000.00) for loss or damage of property arising out of 
any one accident. 
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449.90. Revocation of permit. Any violation of this chapter shall be grounds for the revocation of any 
permits granted, and any person violating the provisions of this chapter may be denied any future 
permits for the purposes set out in this chapter. 
 
449.100. Violations a nuisance. Any banner or supporting hardware erected or maintained contrary to 
the provisions of this chapter is declared to be a public nuisance, and any duly authorized City 
employee may remove or abate the same without any other warrant or authority than this chapter.  
 
449.110. Severability. In the event that any portion or section of this chapter is determined to be 
invalid, illegal or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, the decision shall in no manner 
affect the remaining portions or sections of this chapter, which shall remain in full force and effect. 
 


