








Watch for a change
in your utility bill

in early 2005

What’s happening?
The City of Minneapolis is changing the way
it bills for stormwater services provided to
the community. Two of the reasons for the
change are:

• State statute changes require
the City to change its fee system

• The change will make fees
more accurate and equitable

What is stormwater?
Stormwater is rainwater, which runs into
storm drains and from there to lakes, rivers
and ponds. That’s why it’s important for
stormwater to be as clean as possible.

What is the current system?
Currently, the stormwater fee is included in
your sewer fee, which is based on the
amount of water used (sinks, flushing,
showers, etc.). This does not accurately
account for stormwater, which is rainwater
running off your property into storm drains.

What is the change?
Your current sewer fee will be reduced to
reflect only the amount of sewer services
used and a new line item, a stormwater
charge, will be added to your monthly bill.

Once the new fee is in place, the total,
city-wide amount of revenue collected
between the two fees (sewer and
stormwater charge) will be the same as just
the sewer fee in prior years. The difference
will be that people/companies will pay for
stormwater services based on an estimation



of impervious area (non-absorbent covering
of the ground such as asphalt, cement, or
buildings) on their property rather than on
how much water they use.

What does the
change mean for me?

The average single-family home will have a
combined bill (sewer and stormwater)
totaling the same or slightly less than the
current bill. Some homes, however, will see
an increased bill.

All other properties (including commercial
properties, nonprofits, businesses, parking
lots, etc.) will be billed based on the esti-
mated impervious area on the property.

Attention. If you want help translating this
information, call 612-673-3737.

Atención. Si desea recibir asistencia
gratuita para traducir esta información,
llama 612-673-2700.

Ogow. Haddii aad dooneyso in lagaa
kaalmeeyo tarjamadda macluumaadkani oo
lacag la’ aan wac 612-673-3500.
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www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/stormwater/
what-we-do/StormwaterRate.asp

or John McLain at 612-673-2990
or john.mclain@ci.minneapolis.mn.us

PLEASE NOTE:
this change is separate

from the already scheduled
2005 rate increase.


