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Happy 4th of July to everyone! I hope to see many of you at the Tangletown Annual Festival
and fireworks downtown. The 4th always seems to me to be the official kick-off of summer,
complete with fireworks, humidity, and ice cream cones.

John.Quincy@
ci.minneapolis.mn.us

As I mentioned in the June edition, I will dedicate this Quincy’s Corner space to one city goal
each month for the next six months. Since we all are spending more time outside and with our
neighbors, I think it is appropriate to talk about our first city goal: A Safe Place to Call Home.

Inside this issue:

Having “A Safe Place to Call Home” for all city residents begins in individual houses and spirals
out to our communities as a whole. Seven different strategies have been identified (strategies
are bolded in this text) and will be measured to determine our success.
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Every person within Minneapolis deserves to have a safe bed at night; therefore, we’ve identified homelessness eliminated as an important strategy to this goal. Healthy homes, welcoming neighborhoods is another, describing our desire to remove environmental toxins and
health/safety hazards from homes and make sure our neighborhoods feel accessible and welcoming to all.
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Police services, of course, make up a big part to having “A Safe Place to Call Home.” To reflect
this, we included three strategies around public safety: sustain gains against violent crime,
burglaries and domestic violence focused on and fought, and guns, gangs, graffiti gone.
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Youth...in school, involved, inspired, and connected to an adult is a complex strategy. By focusing efforts on improving the lives of our youth, we help ensure their success in school, prepare them for the future workforce, and help protect the entire community.
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When every neighborhood works with every neighbor, we can be collaborative and caring communities (to) help prevent crime. The neighborhood organizations in Ward 11 have a long tradition of working with our local precincts, crime prevention committees, and block leaders. We
all play an important role in helping our community stay safe by keeping our properties secure,
calling 911 to report suspicious behavior, and getting to know each other.
Have a great 4th of July holiday!
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City Focus

City Links
2010 “Living Well” Sustainability Report

Minneapolis Home Page
Hennepin County Libraries
Minneapolis Public Schools
City of Minneapolis Jobs
Garbage Service

neapolis history, and a
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poverty. This report allows
Minneapolis leaders to track
what is working and what
isn’t, in order to redirect
resources to where they are
needed most.
Living Well takes stock of the
City’s work on sustainability
indicators, which measure our
progress on measures ranging
from air quality and solar
power, to healthy infants and
jobs. The report tracks targets,
trends and recent activities
related to the indicators,
which allows Minneapolis to
measure its progress and
match actions with goals. The
report is now available at
www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/
sustainability.
Minneapolis continues to receive recognition for its sustainability work. Minneapolis
was recently ranked the sixth
most eco-city in the world,
best bicycling city in the
United States, one of the top
U.S. time-saving cities
(reflecting our livability), the
seventh least wasteful city in
the nation, in the top five in a
national well-being survey,
and one of 10 greenest cities
in the country.

Maps of Minneapolis
Separating Your Recycling
Snow Emergency

Online Services
Apply for Block Party Permit
Home Improvement Permits
Pay Your Utility Bill
Property Information
Report Graffiti

Address-Based Lookups
Council Ward Finder
Garbage
Recycling Schedule
Police Precinct Finder
Property Information
Spring & Fall Street Sweeping
Schedule
Snow Emergency Parking
Rules
Voting Precinct Finder
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Minneapolis’s Bike Share Program Gets Rolling
Minneapolis is recognized as
one of the most bikeable cities
in the United States. Now, it’s
home to the nation’s largest
bike sharing system in the
country.
The system, called Nice Ride
Minnesota, began providing
wheels to bicyclists this month.
There are around a thousand

bikes available at 75 kiosks
located throughout downtown
Minneapolis, the University of
Minneapolis campus and in a
number of nearby areas.

to Nice Ride costs $60 ($50 for
students) and includes coupons worth up to $500 to local
retailers and eateries that operate within the service area.

Subscribers to the Nice Ride
service can check out a bike,
pedal around town, then return
the bike to any of the other
kiosks. An annual subscription

Nice Ride Minnesota is a nonprofit organization created to
bring public bike sharing to the
metro area. It receives major
financial support from Blue

Cross Blue Shield of Minnesota
and Transit for Livable Communities’ Bike Walk Twin Cities
program.
For more information on Nice
Ride Minnesota, including a
map of kiosk locations, go to
www.niceridemn.org.

City Increases Accountability with New Internal Auditor Position
The Minneapolis City Council’s
Audit Committee has approved
the appointment of Magdy
Mossaad to the position of
Internal Auditor. In this job,
Mossaad will head the City’s
newly created Department of
Internal Audit, which will plan,
direct, and coordinate the internal audit strategy for Minneapolis, including all City departments, boards, and commissions.
Mossaad is currently a Senior

Auditor for the Mayo Clinic in
Rochester and has worked at
the clinic for 10 years. Prior to
that time, he worked in accounting, finance, and auditing
in Ohio and overseas in both
Saudi Arabia and Egypt. He is a
Certified Public Accountant
(CPA), Certified Internal Auditor
(CIA), and Certified Fraud Examiner (CFE). Additionally, he
has completed his Master of
Business Administration from
the University of Minnesota –
Duluth.

Last year, the Minneapolis City
Council approved creating the
Department of Internal Audit to
triple the capacity of the City’s
internal audit function. Mossaad and two additional auditors will report to the newly
formed Audit Committee, which
is composed of three City Council members and three residents appointed by the Mayor,
the City Council, and the Park
and Recreation Board.

new department will develop
an annual audit plan and establish guidelines, policies, and
procedures for conducting internal audits. It will also supervise audit activities and closely
examine how City financial
resources are being deployed
to identify opportunities for
improving how the City
operates.

Among its key functions, the

Metro
Area Kenilworth
Tops the Nation
in Volunteering
City Resolution
Supports
LRT Alignment

For the fourth year in a row, the
Minneapolis-Saint Paul metro
area has been ranked the top
metro in the nation for volunteering by the Corporation for
National and Community Service, a federal agency that uses
Census Bureau data to rank
cities across the country.
The report found that despite
the current economic conditions, 37.4 percent of Minneapolis-Saint Paul residents or
about 905,000 volunteers
serve in their communities.
Volunteers averaged 43.9

hours per resident, ranking
them first within the 51 largest
cities surveyed. And by donating their time, the report estimates that metro area volunteers make an economic contribution of $2.2 billion annually.
The study found
several factors contribute to Minneapolis’ high volunteer
rates: shorter commutes to work,
higher home ownership, higher education levels, and
higher concentrations of nonprofit
organizations providing opportunities to
volunteer.

Following Minneapolis-Saint
Paul, were Portland, Salt Lake
City, Seattle, and Oklahoma
City rounding out the top five
large cities for volunteerism.
Minnesota once again was the
third-highest ranked state for

volunteering, following Utah
and Iowa. For more information
on the study, visit
www.volunteeringinamerica.gov
.
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Beat the Heat with City Water
Minneapolis tap water is safe,
great tasting and, at less than
half a cent a gallon, it’s very
economical. Our water goes
through hundreds of tests a
day, making it among the best
tap water in the nation.
Summer is here, and that
means everyone will be
spending more time outside
enjoying the nice weather. We
want you to stay cool and hydrated with the temperature’s
climb, so make sure to bring a
water bottle filled with Minneapolis tap water wherever
you go.

Fill a water bottle with tap
water before leaving home.
When it’s empty, you can fill it
back up at a drinking fountain.
We have portable drinking
fountains that will be popping
up around town all summer.
You can find out about where
they are by becoming a fan or
follower of us on Facebook
and Twitter:

• www.facebook.com/
tapmpls
• www.twitter.com/tapmpls
By filling a water bottle instead of buying single-use
water bottles, you help conserve energy and reduce
waste. Bottled water needs to
be packaged at a factory and
shipped to customers like you.
The bottles are discarded
once the water is consumed.
Minneapolis tap water comes
straight to homes and offices
without the needless use of
these resources.

Ward Neighborhood
Associations

Neighborhood Notes
Invest in Trees, Not Insecticides, for Emerald Ash Borer
Now that the emerald ash
borer has made its way into
Minneapolis, many residents
are searching for ways to prevent the spread of this invasive species. That’s raising
concerns that insecticides will
be overused, which can cause
more damage to our urban
environment.
The emerald ash borer is a
beetle accidentally introduced
from Asia. Its larvae tunnel
into the wood of ash trees and
feed on the inner bark, ultimately killing the tree. It has
already killed more than 40
million ash trees nationwide
and can be found in Minnesota, Wisconsin, Missouri,
Illinois, Indiana, Michigan,
Kentucky, Ohio, Virginia, West
Virginia, Pennsylvania, New
York, and Maryland; and Ontario and Quebec, Canada. In
February, signs of the insect
were detected in ash trees

here in Minneapolis for the
first time.
The City Council recently
passed a resolution encouraging residents not to apply insecticides to their trees to
guard against emerald ash
borer. This kind of treatment
is not expected to be successful in the long run. Results in
other cities indicate that all
ash trees in the region are
likely to die from the beetle
even when insecticides are
used. Plus, insecticides
sprayed on trees can eventually wash off trees and end up
in our lakes, creeks and the
Mississippi River, affecting
people and wildlife.
Instead of using insecticides,
the Council urged residents to
focus limited resources on
growing the next generation of
trees and preserving the longterm health of the ecosystem.
Do your part by planting di-

For more information on
Minneapolis tap water, go to
www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/
water.

verse tree, bush and native
grass species, and replacing
both infested and noninfested ash trees with other
tree species.
Also, in an effort to slow the
beetle’s spread, a state quarantine on firewood, ash trees,
and ash tree products is in
effect for Hennepin, Ramsey
and Houston counties. Burn
firewood where you buy it; do
not transport firewood. Also,
don’t prune any ash trees on
your property until the fall or
winter. The emerald ash borer
is active in the spring and
summer, and moving infected
wood helps spread the pest.
Prune your ash tree only when
the beetle is dormant, after
Labor Day and before May 1.

Field, Regina, Northrop
Neighborhood Group
3rd Wednesday,
6:30-8:30 pm, Lake Nokomis
Presbyterian Church
Hale, Page, Diamond Lake
Community Association
4th Monday, 7-8:30 pm,
Emmanuel United
Methodist Church
Kingfield Neighborhood
Association
2nd Wednesday, 7-8:30 pm,
Martin Luther King Park
Nokomis East Neighborhood
Association
4th Thursday, 7-8:30 pm,
NENA Office
Tangletown Neighborhood
Association
3rd Monday,
7-8:30 pm, Fuller Park
Windom Community Council
2nd Thursday, 7-8:30 pm,
Windom Community Center
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Neighborhood Notes
Celebrate the 4th at Tangletown’s Annual Festival
party. Partygoers will find food
and games available and listen to music by local band
Lynhurst.

Celebrate the July 4th holiday
at the annual Fuller Park parade and party! Dress up your
bike, wagon, and dog join the
parade line, starting 10:00
am, at the Washburn High
parking lot. The parade itself
begins at 10:30 am and will
finish at Fuller Park for the

There will be a raffle for some
really fantastic prizes! The
party will wrap up at 1 pm.

Calendar
July 4th

Independence Day

July 5th

Government Holiday: All Government Offices Closed

July 8th

7—8:30 pm: Windom Community Council Meeting
at Windom Community Center (5843 Wentworth Avenue S)

July 13th

5:30—7:30 pm: Lyndale Avenue Bridge Open House
at Burrough’s Elementary (1601 50th Street W)

July 14th

6—8:30 pm: Kingfield Neighborhood Association Meeting
at Martin Luther King Park (4055 Nicollet Avenue S)

July 19th

7—8:30 pm: Tangletown Neighborhood Association Annual Meeting
at Fuller Park (4800 Grand Avenue S)

July 21st

6:30—8:30 pm: Field Regina Northrop Neighborhood Meeting
at Lake Nokomis Presbyterian Church (1620 46th Street E)
8 – 9 am: Community Coffee Hour with Council Member Quincy
at Mike’s Corner Store (5601 Chicago Avenue S)

July 22nd

6:30—9 pm: Nokomis East Neighborhood Association Meeting
at the Minnehaha United Methodist Church (3701 50th Street E)

July 26th

7—8:30 pm: Hale Page Diamond Lake Community Association Meeting
at Emmanuel United Methodist Church (5144 13th Avenue S)

July 30th

5:30—6:30 pm: Happy Hour with John
at King’s (4555 Grand Avenue S)

