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AN ORDINANCE
of the
CITY OF
MINNEAPOLIS

By Ostrow

Amending Title 13, Chapter 341of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances
relating to Taxicabs.

The City Council of The City of Minneapolis do ordain as follows:

Section 1. That Section 341.270 of the above-entitled ordinance be and is hereby
repealed:




Section 2. That Section 341.300 of the above-entitled ordinance be amended to
read as follows:

341.300. Authorized number of licenses. (a) Based upon the public record
including the express findings of the City Council, it is determined that the public

convenience and necessity requires annual increases in the authorized number of

taxicab licenses over a five year period and the eventual derequlation of the number of

authorized taxicab licenses issued by the city. All existing or new licenses issued

pursuant to this ordinance shall be issued in accordance with rules and requlations of

the division of business licensing and consumer services.

(b)

From the effective date of this ordinance until December 1, 2006, the

(c)

number of licenses currently issued to existing licensed service companies
shall not be increased. By December 31, 2007 all licensed service
companies in_operation in the city on or before November 1, 2006 shall
provide documentation to the city that five percent of their operational
fleets are wheelchair accessible and an additional five percent run on
alternative fuel or _are fuel efficient, as determined by the city. By
December 31, 2008 all licensed service companies in operation in the city
on _or _before November 1, 2006 shall provide documentation to the city
that ten percent of their operational fleets are wheelchair accessible and
an _additional ten percent run _on alternative fuel or are fuel efficient, as
determined by the city. By December 31, 2008 all licensed service
companies in_operation in the city on or before November 1, 2006 shall
have a minimum of 15 licensed taxicabs in their fleets.

By December 1, 2006, up to forty-five (45) new taxicab licenses shall be

(d)

made available to be issued to new or existing licensed service companies
as _recommended by the division of business licensing and consumer
services and approved by the City Council. If any licenses are issued to
new licensed service companies, ten percent of the taxicabs must be
wheelchair _accessible _and an additional ten percent must run_on
alternative fuel or be fuel efficient, as determined by the city.

On February 1, 2007, up to forty five (45) new taxicab licenses shall be

made available to be issued to new or existing licensed service companies
as_determined by the division of business licensing and consumer
services. On January 1 of the years 2008, 2009 and 2010, up to forty five
(45) new taxicab licenses shall be made available to be issued to new or
existing licensed service companies as recommended by the division of
business licensing and consumer_services and approved by the City
Council. _If any licenses are issued to new licensed service companies,
ten percent of the taxicabs must be wheelchair accessible and an
additional ten percent must run on alternative fuel or be fuel efficient, as
determined by the city.




(e)

On January 1, 2011, any new or existing licensed service company may

()

apply for any number of new taxicab licenses. Such licenses shall be
granted in_any number upon the recommendation of the division of
business licensing and consumer_services to be approved by the City
Council. _If any licenses are issued to new licensed service companies,
ten percent of the taxicabs must be wheelchair accessible and an
additional ten percent must run on alternative fuel or be fuel efficient, as
determined by the city.

The minimum number of licensed and operational taxicabs run by any new

licensed service company shall be 15. If the number of licensed and
operational taxicabs for any licensed service company drops below 15, the
company shall submit documentation regarding the reduction in taxicabs
and a business plan for returning to compliance with this section. All
taxicab licenses granted pursuant to this ordinance must be operational
and in service. If any licensed taxicab is not operational and in service for
more than 30 days in_any one vyear period, the company shall submit
documentation regarding the taxicab license in question and a business
plan for surrendering the license or returning the taxicab to operational

service.




Section 3. That Chapter 341 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances be amended
by adding thereto a new Section 341.305 to read as follows:

341.305. License fees waived for taxicabs that are wheelchair accessible,
fuel efficient or run on alternative fuel. There shall be no license fee for taxicabs that
are_wheelchair_accessible, fuel efficient or run on alternative fuel, as determined by
standards established by the division of business licenses and consumer services.

Section 4. That Section 341.310 of the above-entitled ordinance be amended to
read as follows:

341.310. Seasonal licenses. New or existing licensed service companies may
apply for seasonal licenses that are valid from October first of each year to April first of
each year. The number of seasonal licenses granted on October 1, 2006 shall not
exceed one (1) for every five (5) reqular licenses held by the new or existing licensed
service companies. The number of seasonal licenses granted on October 1, 2007 shall
not exceed two (2) for every five (5) reqular licenses held by the new or existing




licensed service companies. The number of seasonal licenses granted on October 1,
2008 shall not exceed three (3) for every five (5) reqular licenses held by the new or
existing licensed service companies. The number of seasonal licenses granted on
October 1, 2009 shall not exceed four (4) for every five (5) reqular licenses held by the
new or_existing licensed service companies. There will be no limit on the number of
seasonal licenses granted on October 1, 2010.

Section 5. That Section 341.320 of the above-entitled ordinance be and is hereby
repealed:







	 341.270.  Public convenience and necessity.  (a) At least once every twenty-four (24) months, the city council shall conduct a hearing to consider whether public convenience and necessity warrant additional licenses. In determining whether public convenience and necessity warrant additional licenses, the city council shall take into consideration the level and quality of service being provided by existing taxicab operators; whether additional competition would improve the level and quality of service or the degree of innovation in delivery of services; the impact upon the safety of vehicular and pedestrian traffic; the impact upon traffic congestion and pollution; the available taxicab stand capacity; the public need and demand for service; the impact on existing taxicab operators; and such other factors as the city council may deem relevant. 
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	(b) From the effective date of this ordinance until December 1, 2006, the number of licenses currently issued to existing licensed service companies shall not be increased.  By December 31, 2007 all licensed service companies in operation in the city on or before November 1, 2006 shall provide documentation to the city that five percent of their operational fleets are wheelchair accessible and an additional five percent run on alternative fuel or are fuel efficient, as determined by the city.  By December 31, 2008 all licensed service companies in operation in the city on or before November 1, 2006 shall provide documentation to the city that ten percent of their operational fleets are wheelchair accessible and an additional ten percent run on alternative fuel or are fuel efficient, as determined by the city.  By December 31, 2008 all licensed service companies in operation in the city on or before November 1, 2006 shall have a minimum of 15 licensed taxicabs in their fleets.  
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	(f) The minimum number of licensed and operational taxicabs run by any new licensed service company shall be 15.  If the number of licensed and operational taxicabs for any licensed service company drops below 15, the company shall submit documentation regarding the reduction in taxicabs and a business plan for returning to compliance with this section.  All taxicab licenses granted pursuant to this ordinance must be operational and in service.  If any licensed taxicab is not operational and in service for more than 30 days in any one year period, the company shall submit documentation regarding the taxicab license in question and a business plan for surrendering the license or returning the taxicab to operational service.        
	(a) The authorized number of licenses may be renewed and transferred by the owners thereof when permitted by and in accordance with the provisions of this chapter. 
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