
   

 
 

Request for City Council Committee Action 
From the Department of Public Works 

 
 
Date:  October 10, 2006 
To:   Honorable Sandra Colvin Roy, Chair, Transportation & Public Works Committee 
Referral to: Honorable Paul Ostrow, Chair Ways & Means /Budget Committee 
  Honorable Don Samuels, Chair Public Safety & Regulatory Services Committee 
 
Subject: Adjust Meter Hooding Fees – Public Hearing  
 
 
Recommendation: 
a. Conduct Public Hearing on October 10, 2006 
 
b. Amend Title 18, Chapter 478 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances relating to Traffic 

Code: Parking, Stopping, and Standing (Obstruction Permits to Hood Meters) and Title 5, 
Chapter 93 relating to Building Code: Safety Precautions: Protection of Public Property 
(Curb, Paving or Parking Meters:  How to Remove) 

 
Previous Directives:  
• 9/22/06  Introduced subject matter of ordinance amendment and set public hearing for 

October 10, 2006 
 
Prepared by: Timothy Drew, Project Engineer, 673-2152 
Approved by:  

             _________________________________________________________ 
 Steven A. Kotke, P.E., City Engineer, Director of Public Works  

 
Presenters:  Timothy Drew, Project Engineer, 673-2152  
 
Permanent Review Committee (PRC): Approval _____   Not applicable    _X__ 
Policy Review Group (PRG):   Approval _____   Not applicable      X__ 
 
Financial Impact (Check those that apply) 
  X  No financial impact - or - Action is within current department budget  (If checked, go 

directly to Background/Supporting Information) 
___ Action requires an appropriation increase to the Capital Budget 
___ Action requires an appropriation increase to the Operating Budget 
___ Action provides increased revenue for appropriation increase 
___ Action requires use of contingency or reserves 
  X   Business Plan:   X   Action is within the plan.    ___ Action requires a change to plan. 
_ X_ Other financial impact (Explain):  

    Action would increase parking fund revenue          
___ Request provided to department’s Finance Dept. contact when provided to the 
 Committee Coordinator 



   
 
Community Impact  
 Neighborhood Notification: Not Applicable  
 City Goals: Maintain the physical infrastructure to ensure a healthy, vital and safe city 
 Comprehensive Plan: Consistent 
 Zoning Code: Consistent 
 
 
Background/Supporting Information: 
 
The method used to charge a person, company or corporation to hood meters presently is an 
average daily and/or weekly rate which is not an accurate hourly reflection of the City’s cost to 
have the meter out of commission.  The meter hooding fees should be an accurate reflection of 
the City’s lost potential revenue plus the time and materials to hood the meters. 
 
The fees used for our meter staff to do the physical work of hooding or removing meters is 
either non-existent or has not been updated since 1993 and does not accurately reflect the 
costs to do the work.  
           
The proposed changes are found in the following code of ordinance sections: 

• Title 5, Building Code; Chapter 93, Safety Precautions; Section 93.100, Curb, Paving or 
Parking Meters; How to Remove.  

• Title 18, Traffic Code, Chapter 478, Parking, Standing and Stopping, Section 478.430, 
Obstruction Permits to Hood Meters. 

 
The proposed changes to the meter hooding ordinance include the following (with explanations 
below): 
  

• Remove the fee table which has average daily and weekly rates (93.100).  
• Increase the cost of removal and reinstallation of the meters from $33 per meter to $100 

per meter pole (which usually includes two meters) (93.100).  
• Charge the actual hourly/daily rate for meter hooding (478.430).  
• Add a $20.00 administrative fee to account for City meter staff that does the actual meter 

hooding (478.430).   
• Increase the rate of hooding on non-enforcement weekend days from $3.70 to $7.00 per 

day (478.430).   
 
The costs to hood meters should be, as stated in the ordinance change (478.430 a), “based 
upon the hourly fee per meter charge per day at that location for the period of the hooding” (see 
Attachment A). Based upon this statement, the table should be removed.  The table, proposed 
to be removed, is an average cost of what meters cost if hooded for the day.  As an example, a 
person hooding a $1.00 per hour meter would be charged the same daily rate whether the 
meter was enforced for 8 hours or 14 hours ($14.90). The proposed ordinance change would 
reflect the exact cost to the City for meters to be out of our system. As in the example, a $1.00 
meter enforced 8 hours per day would cost the person $8.00 per day and 14 hours would be 
$14.00 per day. The City’s meter system has to be flexible regarding hours enforced, days of 
the week and hourly fees, it is difficult to maintain a table in the City’s ordinance that is 
accommodating.  
 
The fees for the physical work surrounding the actual hooding or removal of meters are 
outdated and do not reflect an accurate cost.  
 



   
A $20.00 hooding fee is requested to offset the cost of the City employee to go out and 
physically hood the meter.  Presently there is no such fee.  
 
The $100 fee per meter pole for removal and reinstallation is in-line with current street sign cost 
to do similar work. The old rate of $33 was to remove 1 meter head, most of the City’s meter 
poles have two heads, which would be a fee of $66. The cost for this work has not been raised 
since 1993.  
 
The $7 weekend hooding fee covers the cost of the meter being out of service for the entire 
weekend. The previous cost for this was $3.70. This fee has not been updated since 1993. The 
$3.70 cost is small and encourages groups to hood large quantities of meters for events on the 
weekend taking them out of service for other users which may want to use them on the non-
event day of the weekend.    

 
 
 

 
 
Cc: Mike Sachi 
 Ed Backstrom 
 Doug Maday   



   
 
Attachment A 
 
The changes to 93.100 would be as follows:  
 
 
93.100. Curb, paving or parking meters; how to remove.    

Whenever in the construction, alteration, repair or removal of any building, it shall be necessary 

to remove any of the paving or curb, or any parking meter, or meters, in the street in front of 

said building, or in the alley adjacent thereto, either for the purpose of making excavations or for 

setting derrick-posts, the director of inspections shall not issue a permit for said proposed work 

until the applicant for such permit presents to the director of inspections a permit from the city 

engineer for the removal of said paving, curb or parking meter, or meters, together with a receipt 

from the city finance officer for the amount of money necessary, according to the estimate of the 

city engineer, to defray the expense of relaying said paving and resetting said curb and parking 

meters, and to defray the loss to the city of the public use of the parking spaces due to the 

removal of any parking meters. The estimate of loss to the city by reason of the removal of 

parking meters shall (add text) be determined in accordance with the estimate of cost for 

loss of the use of parking meters as set forth in section 478.430.  

(table removed) 

    Per 

Day Per 

Week  

$1.50 per-hour meter zone $20.50 $104.50  

 1.00 per-hour meter zone  14.90  70.90  

 0.75 per-hour meter zone  12.10  54.10  

 0.50 per-hour meter zone   9.30  37.30  

 0.25 per-hour meter zone   6.50  20.50  

 

(remove Text) For the period of their removal, estimated by the city engineer. 



   
If hooded over the weekend: $3.70 plus two-day fee. 

The rRemoval and reinstallation cost of meter shall be  $33.00 $100 per meter pole plus daily 

or weekly hooding/loss fees as set forth in section 478.430. (Code 1960, As Amend., § 

36.090; Ord. of 12-30-75, § 1; 84-Or-193, § 1, 10-26-84; 93-Or-070, § 1, 5-14-93) 

 

The Changes to 478.430 are as follows:  

478.430. Obstruction permits to hood meters.   

(a) Any person, company or corporation, having a need for special use of parking meter space 

to promote a civic cause, allow the city to carry out police powers, provide space for 

construction, maintenance or delivery activities deemed proper by the city engineer, shall make 

application to the city engineer for a permit to hood said meter, or meters, for the specified 

period of time, not to exceed ninety (90) days for each permit, and shall defray the expense to 

the city of the loss of the public use of the parking spaces due to the hooding. The loss to the 

city by reason of the hooding shall be (remove Text)  determined by the city council in 

accordance with section 93.100 of this Code of Ordinances of the city based upon the 

hourly fee per meter charge per day at that location, and for the period of the hooding. 

(b) "Hooding" of meters is the placing of city engineer approved hoods that physically cover 

up parking meter heads. Hooding is to be carried out exclusively by the public works department 

of the city and other authorized city representatives.   

 (c) Application for an obstruction permit shall be made to the city engineer's office not less 

than seventy-two (72) hours prior to the effective date of such permit, and shall: 

(1) State the purpose of the obstruction permit. 

(2) State the name of the person, persons or the authorized officer of the company or 

corporation applying for the permit with a twenty-four (24) hour phone number. 

(3) The location and number or numbers of the meter or meters. 

(4)(d) The designated fee for the issuance of the permit shall be the loss described in 

section 93.100, amount of money necessary, according to the estimate of the city 



   
engineer, to defray the loss to the city of the use of the parking spaces due to the 

hooding of the parking meters and whatever necessary costs for administration or 

enforcement.  The fee shall include charge of $20.00 for the hooding of the meter(s) by 

public works personnel or other authorized city representatives. 

 

For those days in which the meter is not enforced the loss of use shall be a $7.00 charge 

per day . 

and whatever necessary costs for administration or enforcement. 

The permit, certificate or insignia issued shall be prominently displayed upon the vehicle parked 

in the hooded meter area, and shall state thereon, the place, date, meter numbers hooded, and 

identification of permit holder. The permit, certificate or insignia issued may be transferred from 

vehicle to vehicle, but shall not be transferable to anyone other than the person or persons 

designated in the application. (Code 1960, As Amend., § 440.090; 98-Or-096, § 11, 9-18-98) 

478.440.  Reserved.   

Editor's note: Ord. No. 98-Or-096, § 12, adopted Sept. 18, 1998, repealed § 478.440, which 

pertained to twelve-hour zone. See the Code Comparative Table. 

478.450--478.460.  Reserved. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


