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Inside this issue: 

The Minneapolis Fire Department has signed an Automatic Aid agreement with 
Richfield.  It has been a two year process to get to this point.  The agreement 
means that Richfield fire crews will automatically respond to calls where their 
equipment is closer or they can get to the emergency faster for some other rea-
son (i.e. a Minneapolis rig is already out on a run).   

This is different from the mutual aid agreements we have with surrounding cities.  
In those, we call in help when all our rigs are responding and the aid partner fills 
in at our emptied station houses. 

Richfield made its first response into Minneapolis on September 12.  Having 
Richfield respond into Minneapolis will reduce response times for some calls.  
We are working toward a similar agreement with St. Paul.      

Automatic Aid Agreement with Richfield 
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Important Phone 

Numbers 
• Ward 11 Office     

673-2211 

• Graffiti Hotline   
673-2090 

• Housing Inspection 
673-5858 

• Garbage/Recycling 
673-2917 

The leaves are changing colors, painting the cityscape for the third act of our theatre of 
seasons. But did you know that once the leaves fall, they can be harmful to our lakes? 
Leaves are natural, yet decomposing leaves on streets and sidewalks can wash into storm 
drains and eventually end up in Minneapolis’ lakes. Those leaves and nutrients over-
fertilize lake water and encourage harmful aquatic plants and algae to thrive. The result is 
murky lake water that isn’t good for swimming and fishing and which harms wildlife. 
Officials remind Minneapolis residents to collect fallen leaves on their yards and 
sidewalks and bag them up. The Public Works crews will pick up the yard waste during 
weekly garbage pickups, through the week of Nov. 14-18, barring a major snowstorm 
and will resume yard waste pickup mid April, 2006. City Ordinance prohibits the 
sweeping of debris and yard waste into the streets. 
Minneapolis Public Works leads the street-sweeping effort, with all 1,100 miles of City 
streets and parkways completed by mid-November. Minneapolis does a curb-to-curb 
sweep twice a year. The fall sweep also prepares our streets for the inevitable snowfall 
that is sure to come soon. During the fall street sweep, Minneapolis residents and 
visitors should keep watch for “No Parking” 

(Continued on page 2) 

Fall Leaf  Pick-up 
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Downtown Minneapolis has been recognized as one of 17 business districts in the nation as "Best Work-
places for Commuters" by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 
According to the EPA, Minneapolis received the award for its outstanding combination of incentives for 
carpooling, bicycling, transit and other alternative commuting options. Sixty percent of the 160,000 peo-
ple who commute to work in downtown Minneapolis everyday use an alternative commuting method 
other than driving alone. 
Minneapolis is the only city in the EPA's Upper Great Lakes Region (Minnesota, Wisconsin, Michigan, 
Illinois, Indiana and Ohio) to receive this award. 
The award acknowledges leadership in offering superior commuter benefits, such as transit subsidies, 
carpool subsidies, or telework program to employees. For a complete EPA report on the "Best Work-
places for Commuters," visit 
http://www.bestworkplacesforcommuters.gov/pdf/disfact_5.pdf. 

Downtown Minneapolis recognized as one of  na-
tion's "Best Workplaces for Commuters" 

Minneapolis police officers head to New Orleans to assist 
in hurricane recovery 
A team of 21 Minneapolis Police officers in 10 squad cars left Minneapolis on Sept. 14 for a two-week as-
signment in New Orleans, where they'll assist local law enforcement in recovery efforts from the devasta-
tion of Hurricane Katrina. 
The officers are part of an 80-person unit from five Minnesota law enforcement agencies. The Minnesota 
contingent will be under the command of Minneapolis Police Lt. Otto Wagenpfeil, who is a New Orleans 
native. 
The Twin Cities contingent includes officers and emergency personnel from Minneapolis, Bloomington, 
Ramsey County, Roseville and Maplewood. The group arrives in New Orleans on Sept. 16, where they will 
be sworn-in as peace officers in New Orleans and Louisiana and will assist the New Orleans police with 
street patrol, rescue and recovery efforts and in maintaining order over the next two weeks. 

signs. Parking will be banned from 7 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on the day a street is swept. “No Parking”signs will be 
posted during the morning of the day before that a street is actually swept. The signs specify which day of the 
week sweeping will take place. Signs for a Monday sweep are posted on Friday. “No Parking” signs are removed 
on the same day sweeping occurs and as soon as possible following the completion of a block or blocks. Vehicles 
not in compliance with “No Parking” signs will be ticketed and towed to the Minneapolis Impound Lot. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Council Member Benson publishes an electronic newsletter to keep you up to date on what is happen-
ing at City Hall.  If you would like to receive this update, please e-mail 
scott.benson@ci.minneapolis.mn.us and put the words “E-mail Update” in the subject line. 

Electronic Newsletter 

 Below is the total Part I crimes for each of the neighborhoods in Ward 11.  These are the crimes 
tracked by the U.S. Department of Justice as indicator crimes of the level of criminality of a commu-
nity.  If you have any questions, please contact your Crime Prevention Specialist.  For neighborhoods 
in the 3rd Pct., which is east of 35W that is Sue Roethel at 673-2839 or the 5th Pct., which is west of 
35W, contact Jennifer Neale at 673-2819. 

August Crime Statistics 

NEIGHBORHOOD TOTAL Homicide Rape Robbery  Assault Burglary Theft 
Motor 

Vehicle 
Theft 

Arson 

Diamond Lake 21     2 1 4 7 7   

East Harriet 18     1 1 4 9 3   

Ericsson 8     1   2 5     

Field 9         3 5 1   

Hale 9           6 3   

Kingfield 38     4 1 13 16 3 1 

Lynnhurst 20     1 1 8 8 2   

Northrop 15     1 1 4 6 3   

Page 3           1 2   

Tangletown 15     2 1 5 4 3   

Wenonah 19     1 4 2 11 1   

Windom 31     3 2 9 16 1   
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 Coffee With Scott 
Join Scott for a cup of coffee and talk about City issues.  He will be at the following coffee shops from 8-9 AM 

 

 

EHFNA 
Meets First Wednesday 

7:00 PM, 
Lyndale Farmstead Park 

3900 Bryant Ave S 

Field Regina Northrop 
Meets Third Wednesday 

6:30 PM 
Lake Nokomis Presbyterian 

46th St. & 17th Ave 

Hale Page Diamond Lake 
Meets Fourth Monday 

7:00 PM 
Emmanuel United Methodist 

5144 13th Ave S 
Kingfield 

Meets Second Wednesday 
7:00 PM 

Martin Luther King Park 
4055 Nicollet Ave S 

Lynnhurst 
Meets Second Thursday 

7:00 PM 
Lynnhurst Community Center 

1345 Minnehaha Pkwy 

NENA 
Meets Fourth Thursday 

7:00 PM 
NENA Office 
3000 E. 50th St 

SENA 
Meets Second Monday 

7:00 PM 
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 

4000 28th Ave S 

Tangletown 
Meets Third Monday 

7:00 PM 
Fuller Community Center 

4800 Grand Ave S 

Windom 
Meets Second Thursday 

7:00 PM 
Windom Community Center 

5821 Wentworth Ave S 

Betsy’s Backporch 5447 Nicollet Ave S 

November 16 
Nokomis Cafe 5155 Bloomington Ave 

December 7 

Java Jacks 818 W. 46th St 

November 2 
Sister Sludge 4557 Bloomington Ave 

October 19 

Council Member Scott Benson 

Open Appointments 
 
Minneapolis Empowerment Zone Governance Board (closes 10/28/2005) 
Minneapolis Arts Commission Vacancy (closes 10/31/2005) 

 

 For information   http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/boards-and-commissions/open/ 


