
 
 

Request for City Council Committee Action 
From the City Attorney’s Office 

 
 
Date: June 30, 2005 
To: Ways & Means/Budget Committee 
Referral to:  
 
Subject: Trotter v. Aaron Hanson, et al. 
  United States District Court File No.:  05-0036 MJD/JGL 
 
Recommendation: That the City Council approve the settlement of this case by payment of $9,000.00 
payable to Derek Trotter and his attorney, David Shulman, from Fund/Org. 6900 150 1500 4000 and 
authorize the City Attorney’s Office to execute any documents necessary to effectuate settlement 
 
Previous Directives:  
 
Prepared by: C. Lynne Fundingsland, Assistant City Attorney  Phone:  673-3339 
 
Approved by: ____________________ 
 Jay M. Heffern 
 City Attorney 
 
Presenter in Committee: Jay M. Heffern, City Attorney 
 

Financial Impact (Check those that apply) 
___ No financial impact - or - Action is within current department budget. 
        (If checked, go directly to Background/Supporting Information) 

 ___ Action requires an appropriation increase to the Capital Budget  
 ___ Action requires an appropriation increase to the Operating Budget 
 ___ Action provides increased revenue for appropriation increase 
 ___ Action requires use of contingency or reserves 
   X  Other financial impact (Explain):  Fund/Org. 6900 150 1500 4000 

___Request provided to the Budget Office when provided to the Committee Coordinator 
 
 
 Community Impact:  
 City Goals:  Build Community  
 
Background/Supporting Information 
 
This letter regards the proposed settlement of the above-entitled matter.  On May 24, 2001, at 1:24 a.m. 
Minneapolis Police Officers Aaron Hanson and Phillip Gagnon responded to a call concerning a stolen 
vehicle involved in an accident in a downtown Minneapolis parking lot.  According to the call, the occupants 
of the stolen vehicle were African American males.  Upon arriving at the lot, which was an open air lot and 
extremely crowded with people exiting bars, Officers Hanson and Gagnon observed many people on foot 
and getting in and out of cars.  They then observed three African American males coming from a vehicle 
which had been described in the call as being the stolen vehicle.  Hanson believes that the Plaintiff, Derek 
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Trotter, was one of the males getting out of the vehicle.  Officer Hanson ordered the Plaintiff to stop; 
however, Plaintiff did not comply and Officer Hanson then took the Plaintiff to the ground.  The Plaintiff 
struggled with Officer Hanson, even after Hanson had gotten him handcuffed.  Because the Plaintiff 
continued to struggle, Hanson then maced him while he was in handcuffs.  All three occupants of the stolen 
vehicle were arrested.  The driver of the vehicle later pled guilty to vehicle theft.  However, the charges 
against Mr. Trotter and the other male were dismissed.   
 
According to the Plaintiff, he had not exited the stolen vehicle, but was coming out of a bar and walking to 
his vehicle and walked near the vehicle which was reported to be stolen.  The Plaintiff claims that he did not 
struggle with Officer Hanson until Officer Hanson maced him.  All along, Plaintiff has claimed that he was 
neither in the stolen vehicle nor did he know the occupants of the vehicle.   
 
After the criminal charges against the Plaintiff were dismissed, he filed suit in United States District Court.  
The case was assigned to the Honorable Michael J. Davis.  Plaintiff claimed excessive force and race 
discrimination.  Plaintiff has no prior criminal record.   
 
A settlement conference was held before the Honorable Magistrate Judge Lebedoff on June 22, 2005.  
Present at that settlement conference for the City were: Council Member Sandy Colvin Roy; Deputy Chief 
Donald Harris; Officer Aaron Hanson; and, Assistant City Attorney C. Lynne Fundingsland.  After discussing 
the matter with Magistrate Judge Lebedoff, a proposed settlement was reached of payment to the Plaintiff of 
the amount of $9,000.00.  This amount represents a full and complete settlement of this matter, including 
attorney’s fees.  All persons present at the settlement conference for the City are in agreement with this 
proposal.  While the City and Officer Hanson have certain defenses to this matter, should a jury believe 
Plaintiff’s version of the facts, any award from the jury would include the payment of attorney’s fees.  For 
these reasons, we recommend settlement of the case in the amount of $9,000.00.   
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