
 
 

Request for City Council Committee Action 
From the City Attorney’s Office 

 
 
Date: November 22, 2005 
To: Ways & Means/Budget Committee 
Referral to:  
 
Subject: Donald Ray Williams v. City of Minneapolis, et al.
 
Recommendation: That the City Council approve the settlement of this case by payment of $7,500.00 
payable to Donald Ray Williams and his attorney, Albert T. Goins, from Fund/Org. 6900 150 1500 4000 and 
authorize the City Attorney’s Office to execute any documents necessary to effectuate settlement. 
 
Previous Directives:  
 
Prepared by: C. Lynne Fundingsland, Assistant City Attorney  Phone:  673-3339 
 
Approved by: ____________________ 
 Jay M. Heffern 
 City Attorney 
 
Presenter in Committee: Jay M. Heffern, City Attorney 
 

Financial Impact (Check those that apply) 
___ No financial impact - or - Action is within current department budget. 
        (If checked, go directly to Background/Supporting Information) 

 ___ Action requires an appropriation increase to the Capital Budget  
 ___ Action requires an appropriation increase to the Operating Budget 
 ___ Action provides increased revenue for appropriation increase 
 ___ Action requires use of contingency or reserves 
 _X_Other financial impact (Explain):  Fund/Org. 6900 150 1500 4000 

___Request provided to the Budget Office when provided to the Committee Coordinator 
 
 
 Community Impact:  
 City Goals:  Build Community  
  
 
Background/Supporting Information 
 
On May 20, 2002, Officers Toscano and Peterson confronted Plaintiff in the area of Chicago and Franklin in 
Minneapolis believing that he was selling crack cocaine.  As the officers approached the Plaintiff, he pushed 
Officer Peterson and ran.  The officers chased the Plaintiff, pushing him down in the parking lot.  According 
to the officers,  Plaintiff struggled with them and did not want to be handcuffed.  The officers admit that they 
struck the Plaintiff numerous times in his face, maced him, and also struck him in the ribs several times.  
The officers were able to subdue the Plaintiff and place him in handcuffs.  Other squads arrived on the 
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scene, but did not witness any of the above events, as Plaintiff was already handcuffed when the other 
squads arrived.  
 
Plaintiff was booked in Hennepin County Jail for possession of crack cocaine.  His booking photo shows 
noticeable abrasions and bruises on his face.  After being booked, he was later taken to Hennepin County 
Medical Center, complaining of pain to his face, jaw, and ribs.  Pictures were taken of the Plaintiff at the 
hospital, which showed the bruises to his face and his knees.  He was treated for facial injuries and bruised 
ribs. 
 
Plaintiff states that he did not fight with the officers but was, instead, compliant.  As a result of the encounter 
with the officers, Plaintiff has a permanent scar around his left eye, which he attributes to the actions of the 
officers.  He also has some vision problems which he attributes to the actions of the officers.  Plaintiff has a 
witness who was with the Plaintiff at the time and corroborates Plaintiff’s version of the events.   
 
On December 9, 2005, a settlement conference was held before Magistrate Judge Boylan.  In attendance at 
the settlement conference were the named officers, Toscano and Peterson, Lieutenant Mike Davis and the 
undersigned.  The undersigned and Magistrate Judge Boylan had a telephone conference with Council 
President Ostrow regarding the status of the settlement negotiations.  As a result of the negotiations, a 
proposed settlement was reached whereby the City would pay to the Plaintiff and his attorney the amount of 
$7,500.00 for full and complete settlement of this matter.  While the City has certain defenses to this matter, 
should the jury believe the Plaintiff’s and his witness’ version of the facts, the jury may return a verdict 
against the officers.  If that were the case, the City would be responsible for all attorneys’ fees through that 
time.  For these reasons, the parties present at the settlement conference, as well as Council President 
Ostrow by telephone, were in favor of this proposed settlement.   
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