
 
 

Request for City Council Committee Action 
From the Department of Community Planning & Economic Development and the 

Minneapolis Arts Commission 
 
Date:  November 17, 2005 
   
TO:  Council Member Gary Schiff, Zoning and Planning Committee 
 
Prepared by  Mary Altman, Public Art Administrator, Phone 612-673-3006 
Presenters in Committee Mary Altman 
 
Approved by  Barbara Sporlein, Director, Planning  ______________ 
 
Subject: Proposed Donation of Sculpture to the City of Minneapolis for Brackett Park 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Recommend the Minneapolis City Council Accept the Gift of the Brackett 
Park Rocket by Randy Walker by Forecast Public Artworks contingent upon Forecast securing 
sufficient funds and in-kind donations. 
 
Previous Directives: Approval of Public Art Policies, 4/02/04, Petn. # 269529 
 
Financial Impact (Check those that apply) 

_X_ No financial impact - or - Action is within current department budget. 
        (If checked, go directly to Background/Supporting Information) 

 
 ___ Action requires an appropriation increase to the Capital Budget  
 ___ Action requires an appropriation increase to the Operating Budget 
 ___ Action provides increased revenue for appropriation increase 
 ___ Action requires use of contingency or reserves 
 ___ Other financial impact (Explain): 

___Request provided to the Budget Office when provided to the Committee    
                 Coordinator 
 
Community Impact <use any categories that apply> 
 Ward: 9 

Neighborhood Notification: 
 City Goals: 2, 3 and 6 
 Comprehensive Plan: 
 Zoning Code: 
 Living Wage/Job Linkage:   

Other 
 
Background/Supporting Information  
 
Forecast Public Artworks, working with the Rocket Boosters, proposes giving the Brackett Park 
Rocket sculpture to the City of Minneapolis for placement in Brackett Park. A major component 
of the sculpture is a rocket-like piece of playground equipment that originally was located in the 
park, and which will be transformed by the artist into a public sculpture. Forecast has been 



working closely with Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board staff on this project, and plans to 
bring a proposal before the Board should the City accept the gift. Forecast is approaching the 
City of Minneapolis to receive the gift because they feel the City is best suited for overseeing the 
ongoing care and maintenance of the sculpture. Consistent with City policy on donations of 
public art gifts, their proposal includes a $10,000 for future maintenance. The attachments detail 
this project more specifically.  
 
Attachments:  

• Forecast Application, Proposal, Budget, Site Plan 
• Photo of Artwork Model 
• Letter of Support from Park Board Staff 

 
 



















September 26,2005 

Department of Community Planning & Economic Development 
Planning Division-Minneapoli s Arts Commission 
350 South 5th Street, Rrn 210 City Hall 
Minneapolis, MN 55415-1385 

Dear Minneapolis Arts Commission, 

I am writing to you in support of the proposed Brackett Rocket art project that 
Jack Becker of FORECAST Public Artworks is presenting to you for 
consideration. Jack Becker and Randy Walker, project artist, have been working 
with Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MRPB) staff to address safety and 
engineering concerns of this project. We are very pleased and impressed with 
how they have listened and addressed these issues. 
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We look forward to taking this design to the MPRB for approval once we are 
assured that the funding needs for maintenance and construction are met. We 
also look forward to hearing the outcome of the commission's review of this 
project. 

Kind regards, I 

Minnehaha District ~ & a g e r  

cc: JackBecker 
File 

gw\t us onlime/ 
~rw. rninneapolirparh. org 






