




-----Original Message----- 
From: Svattheriver@aol.com [mailto:Svattheriver@aol.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, August 22, 2006 5:52 PM 
To: Jordan, Jennifer L 
Cc: dsiggelkow@minneapolisparks.org; afcac@abovethefalls.org 
Subject: Industrial Land Use and Employment Plan 
 
   
After many years work, the City of Minneapolis and Minneapolis Park 
and Recreation Board agreed to endorse a visionary plan that would 
revitalize the upper river. 
 We had turned our backs to the river and forgotten its importance. That 
was a mistake.   
  
Now we realize the importance of this natural wonder and have come 
up with a plan that incorporates commercial, housing, and parks in a 
carefully thought out plan that will bring people to the river and a much 
needed amenity to this part of the city.  
The Above the Falls Master Plan is the approved plan and while the 
conflict is relatively small with the Industrial land use study, there is only 
one river and the Above the Falls land use plan should take 
precedence.  
  
  
  
Passed on June 9th 2000 and signed by the Mayor on June 15th 2000 
after review of the Z&P Committee and after a public hearing, the City 
approved the Above the Falls master plan and staff 
recommendations, both as set forth in Petn. 
No 265966. 
The MCDA and Planning staff with MCDA assuming lead agency 
responsibilities were directed to: 
a. Implement the Plan, including broad-based citizen and property 
owner participation, and to 
work with the Legal staff on implementation of the Plan; 
b. Identify relocation sites for medium and heavy industry; 
c. Pursue designation of a historic district on Marshall Street between 
Broadway and Northern 
States Power that preserves potentially historic homes, businesses and 
other culturally significant 
resources on their original sites, including properties of architectural and 
historic significance; 
d. Pursue development of continuous recreational trails along both sides 



of the river corridor; 
and 
e. Pursue amendment of the Zoning Code and The Minneapolis Plan as 
appropriate. 
  
  
Scott Vreeland 
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board 
Commissioner District # 3 



Statement to Two Minneapolis City Council 
Committees on August 24, 2006 

The Prospect Park East River Road Improvement Association is the oldest continuously 

functioning neighborhood improvement association in the City of Minneapolis. 

 We strongly endorse the modifications to the Master Plan for the University Research 

Park, formerly known as the Southeast Minneapolis Industrial Area, which have been 

developed by the City Planning and Economic Development Department.  These 

modifications were cleared through the SEED (South East Economic Development) 

Committee which includes the City Council Member who represents the area,  

representatives of three adjacent Minneapolis neighborhoods ( i.e. Prospect Park, West 

Como and Marcy Holms),as well as  representatives from the St. Anthony Park 

neighborhood in St. Paul, the Southeast Minneapolis Business Association and the 

University of Minnesota.  The SEED Committee has proved to be a effective mechanism 

through which the adjacent neighborhoods and other interested parties can be involved in 

development decisions, discuss questions and issues that arise and  provide advice and  

recommendations to the Minneapolis City Council. 

  

The City’s over-arching objective in the University Research Park and the focus of the 

activities of the SEED Committee is:  To reclaim abandoned or otherwise underutilized 

industrial land and return it to productive use and thereby increase the tax base and 

encourage the creation of living wage jobs in the City. 

 

This area has been recognized for well over a decade, by the City and other 

knowledgeable parties, as a prime area for industrial development because of its unique 

location adjacent to the main campus of the University and because of the availability of 

underutilized and polluted sites which could be converted to industrial use. 

During the last decade a great deal of preliminary work has been accomplished including 

the establishing the boundries of the area, the preparation of a Master Plan, the 

completion of an area wide site review process and the construction of the initial stages 

of a new road network and a storm water drainage system for the area.  While in 

retrospect, much has been accomplished during the last decade, quite frankly, the 



construction of the necessary infrastructure has been delayed by the lack of funds during 

the last several years.  Nonetheless, the development of more than a million square feet of 

commercial/industrial space and the addition of approximately 1,500 jobs over the last 

ten or twelve years is a credible achievement.  

 

Where the University Research Park goes from here depends on three key elements.  

First, strong actions of the City to preserve land presently zoned for industrial use for that 

purpose and resist efforts to rezone it for residential or other uses.  Second, provide 

adequate funds to complete the infrastructure improvements which have been planned for 

the area. Third, to actively participate with the University of Minnesota, the City of St. 

Paul and the State of Minnesota in a coordinated effort to stimulate and support science 

based entrepreneurial activity within the University Research Park.  I’d like to elaborate 

briefly on each of these elements. 

 

Preserving Industrial Land   The importance of preserving land presently zoned for 

industrial use is high lighted in a recently completed study entitled,” Industrial Land Use 

Study and Employment Policy Plan”  This study, which was commissioned by the City 

Planning and Economic Development Department, strongly recommends that the City  

“Adopt Employment Districts(and) prohibit rezoning amendments for residential uses in 

Employment Districts.”  The Report adds that “…residential uses clearly have a 

disturbing effect on the stability of industrial areas.”  

 

This report documents the fact that over the last several decades, there has been a 

growing trend toward rezoning land which has been historically zoned “industrial” to 

residential or mixed use.  The cumulative result of this trend is that the City’s ability to 

attract industrial employers that provide living wage jobs has been substantially eroded 

and strong action is required by the City Council and the City Administration is  to 

reverse this trend.  We believe that all of the Primary Land Use Recommendations, 

Option #3, contained in this report deserve serious consideration and implementation by 

the City Council and the City Administration.  

 



Adequate Funding for Infrastructure Improvements   Any successful strategy to attract 

industrial developments that create living wage jobs to the University Research Park must 

necessarily include more adequate funding for the infrastructure improvements.  The 

inadequate funding provided during the last several years needs to be corrected  and  the 

funding continued until the improvements are completed. 

 

University Enterprise Laboratories, Inc.   One of the notions that has persisted from the 

earliest days of the University Research Park. more that a decade ago, is that science 

based research and technology developed at the University should be encouraged and 

supported by developing laboratory and other auxiliary facilities adjacent to the main 

campus of the University.  A few years ago, University Enterprise Laboratories, Inc. was 

established within the University Research Park, just a couple of blocks into St. Paul.  

This is a state-of- the-art bioscience incubator designed to support and grow early-stage 

bioscience companies. Although Minneapolis was not one of the original sponsors of this 

public-private initiative, it would make eminently good sense for the City to establish a 

formal and official relationship with this enterprise in order to coordinate its development 

initiatives in the University Research Park with those of University Enterprise 

Laboratories, Inc.   

 

DAL 

8/14/06 

 



 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Jason Rivers [mailto:jjrivers6@hotmail.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, August 23, 2006 12:18 PM 
To: Kasper, Irene M 
Cc: floso@mac.com 
Subject: ATF Project Feedback 
 
Irene - 
 
I have recently been contacted by Fred Loso, my community representative on  
the Above the Falls project, regarding suggested industrial use only  
sections on the river above the falls. 
 
I am writing today to indicate my opposition to the indutrial development of  
this area and to indicate my support of the ATF plan to continue and to be  
protected as presented and agreed. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or would like  
to discuss this issue in greater depth. 
 
Sincerely, 
Jason J. Rivers 
1608 Emerson Avenue North 
Minneapolis, MN  55411 
 
 

mailto:jjrivers6@hotmail.com


 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Fred Loso [mailto:floso@mac.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, August 23, 2006 12:19 PM 
To: Kasper, Irene M 
Cc: Old Highland List Serve; mayor; Samuels, Don H 
Subject: CD & Z&P 8/24/2006 Above the Falls Plan 
 
Irene, I live in North Mpls and very much support the Above the Falls   
Plan as proposed. 
 
We now hear the City is considering requiring industrial use in part   
of the plan area. 
 
Why do we always hear about the nice things that are about to happen   
in North 
Mpls only to find later that the City changed it's mind later and   
once again North 
Mpls gets the wrong end of the stick. 
 
The Above the Falls plan should be protected and implemented as   
proposed. 
 
Please enter my comments in for the public record. 
 
Thank You,    Fred Loso 
 

mailto:floso@mac.com


-----Original Message----- 
From: Bruce Center [mailto:cente001@umn.edu]  
Sent: Wednesday, August 23, 2006 12:38 PM 
To: Kasper, Irene M; Old Highland 
Subject: CD & Z&P 8/24/2006 Center Correspondence re Protect the ATF plan 
 
To Whom it May Concern: 
 
As a resident of the Old Highland neighborhood, and impacted directly by the  
Above the Falls (ATF) plan, I am very upset that the city is suddenly thinking  
of putting more industry around the Mississippi river.  This would be  
counterproductive in almost every way conceivable. 
 
Please ensure that the ATF plan is protected as presented. 
 
Bruce A. Center Ph.D. 
1623 Dupont Ave N. 
Minneapolis  55411 
 

mailto:cente001@umn.edu


 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Krista Stensrud [mailto:kristastensrud@gmail.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, August 23, 2006 1:12 PM 
To: Kasper, Irene M 
Subject: Protect the ATF Plan as presented! 
 
PLEASE ENTER MY COMMENTS INTO THE PUBLIC RECORD 
 
Irene, 
 
I am writing to express my concern for reconsideration of the Above the Falls Plan. As a 
resident of North Minneapolis, I was incredibly excited to hear that our river front above 
the falls had been reclaimed for residential development. I was also excited to hear 
about the new bike and walking trails that will be coming to that part of town soon. As I'm 
sure you are aware, those of us who live in North Minneapolis do not have many options 
for SAFE outdoor recreation. I do not see industrial spaces along the river front doing 
anything for public safety. We need residents in this area. 
 
I also don't understand why the city would go to the trouble to get input from residents of 
the area, pass a well thought plan and then turn around and override the results. Don't 
we have enough examples of failed plans in the city to know better than to alienate 
residents in this way? I can point out a number of vacant buildings on West Broadway 
where the residents would be happy to have you move new businesses. Please protect 
the AFT Plan as presented and find alternative areas for business development (namely, 
6-8 blocks to the west away from the river front). 
 
Thank you, 
Krista Stensrud 
 
1827 Girard Ave. N 
Minneapolis, MN 55411 
612.377.5045 
 

mailto:kristastensrud@gmail.com


-----Original Message----- 
From: Monkatie@aol.com [mailto:Monkatie@aol.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, August 23, 2006 1:17 PM 
To: Kasper, Irene M 
Subject: ATF Plan 
  
I am e-mailing you to put my opinion on the record asking that the ATF plan be protected 
as presented.  Weneed these areas to  be developed into residential areas.  It will not do 
us any good to have bike and walking trails along the west side of the  river (coming very 
soon),  if the environment aroundthem is not safe.   Eyes on the street from residents that 
live there  are the best solution to help keep these areas populatedwith people actually 
using these new amenities.  New home owners will  also help North Mpls change our 
demographics that will enable West Broadway to flourish. 
 
There is a need for industry in the City but not along our newly   
reclaimed public use river.  We can point to many empty buildings 
on West Broadway as an example of where businesses should be located. 
  
Thank You  
Jessica and Albert Kaether 
1318 Emerson Ave N 



-----Original Message----- 
From: Gialluca, Kathleen A. [mailto:Kathleen.Gialluca@pearson.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, August 23, 2006 12:54 PM 
To: Kasper, Irene M 
Cc: rt@minneapolis.org; Samuels, Don H; OldHighland@nmpls.net 
Subject: Above the Falls plan 
  
Ms. Kasper: 
  
I live in North Minneapolis and very much support the Above the Falls plan is it is 
proposed.  
  
I was surprised and very disappointed to hear that the City is considering a change in the 
plan to allow industrial-only use in some areas. I am writing to request that the city 
adhere to its promise to the community and the original plan, thereby offering some 
stability to the north side neighborhoods. 
  
Please enter my comments into the public record. 
  
Thank you. 
  
Kathi Gialluca 
1623 Dupont Ave. N. 
Minneapolis 
  
  

******************************************************************
**********  

This email may contain confidential  
material. If you were not an intended recipient,  
Please notify the sender and delete all copies.  
We may monitor email to and from our network. 

 *****************************************************************
**********  

  



 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Jelinek, Mark [mailto:MarkJelinek@edinarealty.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, August 23, 2006 1:32 PM 
To: Kasper, Irene M 
Cc: mayor; Samuels, Don H; OldHighland@nmpls.net 
Subject: RE: Above the Falls Plan 
 
 
Irene, 
My name is Mark Jelinek.  I am a 39 year old professional man.  I am a proud resident of 
North Minneapolis.  I've lived in Uptown, Eden Prairie, and Roseville.  After I sold my 
home in Eden Prairie, I CHOSE to move into North Minneapolis and make my home 
here.   
As a busy professional I don't have the time to go to all the meetings (like the one 
scheduled for Thursday morning) and do all the community watchdog things that I 
unfortunately feel need to be done to keep North Minneapolis growing in a positive 
manner. 
 
It seems in many communities there are 'disenfranchised' areas that are easy for 
business and other interests to take advantage of.  North Minneapolis seems to be one 
of those areas and when a community approved plan like the AFP suddenly gets 
changed and a meeting is scheduled which most working people can't make to voice 
their opposition, well it makes me wonder. 
 
Please enter into the public record my support of the Above the Falls Plan as proposed.  
I am very opposed to the changes that are being considered requiring industrial use in 
part of the plan area.  I strongly believe that the negatives far outweigh the positives. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Mark Jelinek 
 
 

mailto:MarkJelinek@edinarealty.com


-----Original Message----- 
From: Jeremy Morris [mailto:jeremy.morris@rsparch.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, August 23, 2006 2:07 PM 
To: Kasper, Irene M 
Cc: anne wiegand 
Subject: Above the Falls Plan amendments 
  
Ms. Kasper, 
  
I am a recent transplant to the Near North area of Minneapolis.  One of the reasons I was 
willing to invest in this community was because I saw the positive changes taking place 
that are the cornerstone to the Above the Falls Plan.  I also happen to work in the Grain 
Belt Brewhouse and have seen the great strides being made to create a working and 
living community along the riverfront.   
  
I see the proposed segmentation that would remove property dedicated to housing and 
replace it with light industry as a subversion of the intent of the plan and another means 
to fragment future communities along the river.  There is ample opportunity, especially in 
the W. Broadway revitalization plan, to take existing light industrial or commercial 
facilities and turn them into thriving centers of employment for North Minneapolis.  North 
Minneapolitans shouldn't have to travel to newly developed areas along the River when 
there is unoccupied and run down commercial space available in their backyard. 
  
Please record my opposition to this plan for the meeting 8/24/06. 
  
Thank you for this opportunity to voice my concern. 
 
Jeremy Morris 
1724 Fremont Ave. N. 
Minneapolis, MN 55411 
612.529.8296 
  
RSP Architects 
Jeremy Morris 
Marketing Coordinator 
jeremy.morris@rsparch.com 
1220 Marshall St. NE 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 
tel: 612.677.7252 
fax: 612.677.7499 
www.rsparch.com  

 

  
 
  
 
__________________________________________________________________
______ 
This email has been scanned for all viruses by the MessageLabs SkyScan 
service.  

 

mailto:jeremy.morris@rsparch.com
http://maps.yahoo.com/py/maps.py?Pyt=Tmap&addr=1220+Marshall+St.+NE&csz=Minneapolis%2C+MN++55413&country=us
http://maps.yahoo.com/py/maps.py?Pyt=Tmap&addr=1220+Marshall+St.+NE&csz=Minneapolis%2C+MN++55413&country=us
http://www.plaxo.com/click_to_call?src=jj_signature&To=612.677.7252&Email=jeremy.morris@rsparch.com


-----Original Message----- 
From: Martin Pagano [mailto:gnmtgs@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, August 23, 2006 2:34 PM 
To: Kasper, Irene M 
Subject: ATF 
  
Please keep the Above the Falls plan as presented. I am a resident of North 
Minneapolis. 
 
"If you know of someone looking for a mortgage or refinance - tell them about 
me." I love referrals. 

   

 
Talk is cheap. Use Yahoo! Messenger to make PC-to-Phone calls. Great rates 
starting at 1¢/min.

http://us.rd.yahoo.com/mail_us/taglines/postman7/*http:/us.rd.yahoo.com/evt=39666/*http:/messenger.yahoo.com
http://us.rd.yahoo.com/mail_us/taglines/postman7/*http:/us.rd.yahoo.com/evt=39666/*http:/messenger.yahoo.com


-----Original Message----- 
From: J R [mailto:pager3000@hotmail.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, August 23, 2006 3:33 PM 
To: Kasper, Irene M 
Subject: Above the Falls Plan 
 
Ms. Kasper, 
 
My name is Jonathan Reid, I am a resident of North Minneapolis who grew up  
here until I was 17 years old.  At that age I joined the Army, and am still  
involved as a National Guard Officer more than 20 years later. 
 
Last year, I had the opportunity to buy back the house that I grew up in,  
naturally you can understand my concern over the community's well being, as  
well as opportunities to make our neighborhood flourish toward a positive  
environment.  That being said, I would like to address the "Above the Falls"  
plan as outlined to me by Mr. Fred Loso whom is very respected, and  
discussed inside our community. 
 
There appears to be a lessening of emphasis on the ATF plan, in deference to  
overlaying  industrial use only on parts of the plan. 
 
In order for the  Above the Falls plan to work, these areas need to  be  
developed into residential areas.  It will not suffice to have bike and  
walking trails along the west side of the  river, for example,  if the  
environment around them is not safe.   Eyes on the street from residents  
that live there are the best catalyst to keeping these areas populated.  New  
home owners will  also help North Mpls change our environment to one that  
will enable West Broadway to flourish. 
 
Additionally, there are currently numerous plots along West Broadway which  
are already situated in a business sector, and available for influx of solid  
business ideas and proposals, which will yet further improve the  
neighborhood and soildify a positive environment.  I would like to see our  
children playing together in the neighborhood once again, as in my youth.  I  
miss that. 
 
Please allow the Above the Falls Plan to stand as it is.  We must triage our  
lives in priority of the future of the residents of North Minneapolis, for  
without them there is no neighborhood, and no one will benefit. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jonathan Reid 
1415 Emerson Ave. North. 
Old Highland 
 
 
 

mailto:pager3000@hotmail.com


-----Original Message----- 
From: Romelle Pier [mailto:candrpier@earthlink.net]  
Sent: Wednesday, August 23, 2006 3:20 PM 
To: Kasper, Irene M 
Subject: ATF Plan 
  
Dear Ms. Kasper; 
  
We recommend that the Above the Falls plan be protected as presented. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Craig and Romelle Pier 
candrpier@earthlink.net
  

mailto:candrpier@earthlink.net


-----Original Message----- 
From: Will Stensrud [mailto:s10srud@hotmail.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, August 23, 2006 3:39 PM 
To: Kasper, Irene M 
Subject: Keep the ATF plan Alive!! 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
As a resident of the Near North neighborhood (just south or W. Broadway) I  
am very disconcerted about the recent considerations to allow industrial  
developments to crop up along the Mississippi River. This blatantly  
conflicts with the vision put forth through the ATF plan to preserve our  
cities riverfront. The Minneapolis riverfront is a vital community resource  
that we all take pride in. The continued growth and positive development of  
our city depends on maximizing our cities natural resources for our  
citizen's use and enjoyment. 
 
In addition to the riverfront simply being the WRONG location to consider  
such developments, there are many areas of the city that are standing in the  
wings waiting for this kind of business and development to arrive. It is  
simply unfair to even consider a legally protected waterfront for this  
development when other areas are in such need of new business and  
infrastructure. 
 
By keeping industrial developments off of our river property you will be  
keeping the RIGHT vision alive for the future of our city. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Will Stensrud 
1827 Girard Ave. N. 
Minneapolis 
 
 
 

mailto:s10srud@hotmail.com


-----Original Message----- 
From: Kerri Rivers [mailto:kmrivers@hotmail.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, August 23, 2006 3:32 PM 
To: Kasper, Irene M 
Cc: oldhighland@nmpls.net; rt@minneapolis.org; Samuels, Don H 
Subject: The Above the Falls Plan 
  
Ms. Kasper,
  
As residents of North Minneapolis, we am writing with regard to 
the fact that the City is considering requiring industrial use in 
part of the Above The Falls plan area, effectively altering the 
plan from it's original format in a seriously negative manner. 
 
We support the Above the Falls plan as it was originally drafted 
and believe that it should be protected and implemented 
as proposed. Please enter our comments in for the public record.  
 
Thank You,    
Jason and Kerri Rivers
1608 Emerson Avenue North
 
 

 
Get the new Windows Live Messenger! 

 

http://g.msn.com/8HMBENUS/2746??PS=47575















































