
Request for City Council Committee Action from the Department of Community 
Planning and Economic Development - CPED 

 
Date:  June 19, 2007 
 
To: Council Member Lisa Goodman, Chair, Community Development 

Committee 
 
Subject: Vacant and Boarded Housing Program 
                Proposed acquisition of 1622 and 1700 49th Avenue North 

Recommendation: It is recommended that the City Council authorizes CPED staff to 
pursue the acquisition of the subject properties—1622 and 1700 49th Avenue North and 
negotiate a land exchange agreement with the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board. 
 
 
Previous Directives:  None 
 
Prepared by:  Earl S. Pettiford, Senior Project Coordinator     612-673-5231                      
Approved by:  Charles T. Lutz, CPED Deputy Director                                 __________ 
                        Elizabeth Ryan, CPED Director Housing Policy 
                            & Development                                                                  __________ 
Presenters in Committee:  Earl S. Pettiford, Senior Project Coordinator 

Reviews 
Permanent Review Committee (PRC):      Approval ___ Date _______________  
Policy Review Group (PRG):          Approval ___ Date _______________ 

Financial Impact 
_____ No financial impact 
_____ Action requires an appropriation increase to the Capital Budget _____ or  
 Operating Budget _____ 
_____ Action provides increased revenue for appropriation increase  
_____ Action requires use of contingency or reserves 
__X__ Action is within the Business Plan 
_____ Action requires a change to the Business Plan 
_____ Other financial impact  
_____ Request provided to the Finance Department when provided to the Committee 

Coordinator 

Community Impact 
Neighborhood Notification: The Shingle Creek Neighborhood organization is recommending 
that the City of Minneapolis acquires the subject properties. 
 
City Goals: A SAFE PLACE TO CALL HOME In five years all Minneapolis residents will have a 



better quality of life and access to housing and services; residents will live in a healthy 
environment and benefit from healthy lifestyles; the city’s infrastructure will be well 
maintained and people will feel safe in the city. 
Sustainability Targets: None 
Zoning Code: R4/SH/Shoreland Overlay District 
 
Living Wage/Business Subsidy Agreement  Yes_____ No _X_ 
Job Linkage    Yes_____ No _X_ 
Other: None 

Supporting Information: 

The currently vacant subject properties abut the Shingle Creek Park and are in 
deteriorated physical condition.  The owners of each property have requested that the 
City of Minneapolis explores the acquisition of their homes.  The owners of the 1700 
49th Avenue property have retired and moved to their lake home and the owners of 
1622 49th Avenue North have moved into an assisted living residence in the City of 
Robbinsdale.  The owners are aware of a neighborhood interest in seeing both of their 
homes cleared and the resulting land annexed to the Shingle Creek Park.  The land 
would provide an opportunity for needed off-street parking to complement the planned 
improvements to the adjacent baseball diamond, Molitor Field, which the Minneapolis 
Park and Recreation Board is improving in partnership with the Minnesota Twins.   

The neighborhood group did a strategic planning workshop for their neighborhood and 
this area was highlighted in the report.  These properties, along with an additional four, 
are across the street from a property owned by an establishment that produces roofing 
shingles.  Representatives from the neighborhood have stated that there have been 
several incidents where particles created in the manufacturing process, from the 
industrial plant, have become airborne and settled on the adjacent homes.  Also 
included in the strategic plan was a focus on activities for area youth.  The Molitor Field 
project supports this position.  Conversations with the Park Board chairperson and Park 
Board staff resulted in overwhelming support.  In discussions, the chairperson 
expressed a commitment to encourage a land exchange which would provide the City of 
Minneapolis with a number of buildable parcels which would support development of 
new ownership housing units. The Park Board’s parcels that will be considered in this 
exchange would be excess Park Board land that do not currently abut existing parks. 

In light of the importance of the proposed acquisition to the Shingle Creek 
Neighborhood’s plan, Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board’s enhancement of Molitor 
Field to serve neighborhood youth and the goal of our Vacant and Boarded Housing 
Program to acquire distressed properties to take a proactive approach to renewing our 
housing stock and the City of Minneapolis’ tax base, it is recommended that CPED staff 
is authorized to pursue the acquisition of these two properties on a voluntary basis and 
negotiate a land exchange agreement with the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board. 
It is further recommended that should any of the remaining four single family properties 
become available, staff pursues the acquisition of the properties on a voluntary basis. 

 

 

 



1600 – 1700 49th Avenue North 

   Six Single Family Housing Units in the 1600 and 1700 block of 49th Avenue North 


