
 
 

Request for City Council Committee Action from 
the Department of Community Planning & 

 Economic Development 
 
 
Date:  July 9, 2007 
 
To:  Council Member Scott Benson, Health, Energy & Environment Committee 
 
  
Subject:  Minneapolis Private Industry/Workforce Council 
 
Recommendation: That under the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances 14.180, the appointment to the 

Minneapolis Private Industry/Workforce Council be approved for Sharon 
Bredeson, Karen Gallivan, Obie Kipper, Jenny  Leabo, Judi Nevonen, Harvey 
Rucker, Mark Tessmer, Craig Vana, Joe Werner, Jon Westby, and Todd Wood. 
 
Further, that under the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances 14.180, the residency 
requirement be waived for Karen Gallivan, Jenny Leabo, Mark Tessmer and Judi 
Nevonen, so that the Mayor may appoint them to the Minneapolis Private 
Industry/Workforce Council. 
 

Prepared by Deb Bahr-Helgen, Director, METP (612) 673-6226   
Approved by Charles T. Lutz, Deputy Director, CPED  
 
  _______________________________ 
Presenters in Committee Deb Bahr-Helgen, Director, METP  
 
Appointee  
Name and Category if any 

Appointed 
by Mayor 
or Council 

Ward 
Home=H 
Work=W 

Term 
Number 
of years  

Term 
Beginning/ 
Ending 

Name, Expiration Date Complete 
only if replacing or fulfilling the 
term of another member. 

 
Karen Gallivan 

 
Mayor 

 
3=W 

 
2 

 
7/1/2007 
     to 
6/30/2009 

 
 
 
Andre Lewis 

 
Jenny Leabo 

 
Mayor 

 
3=W 

 
2 

 
7/1/2007 
     to 
6/30/2009 

 
 
 
Javier Morilla-Alicea 

 
Judi Nevonen 

 
Mayor 

 
7=W 

 
2 

 
7/1/2007 
     to 
6/30/2009 

 
 
 
Jennie Carlson 

 
Mark Tessmer 

 
Mayor 

 
8=W 

 
2 

7/1/2006 
     to 
6/30/2008 

 
 
Manny Garcia – 6/30/2008 

Re-Appointments  
Name and Category if any 
 

Appointed 
by Mayor 
or Council 

Ward 
Home=H 
Work=W 

Term 
Number 
of years  

Term 
Beginning/ 
Ending 

 

 
Sharon Bredeson 

 
Mayor 

 
7=W 
7=H 

 
 
2 

 
7/1/2007 
     to 
6/30/2009 

 



 
Obie Kipper 

 
Mayor 

 
5=W 

 
2 

 
7/1/2007 
     to 
6/30/2009 

 

 
Harvey Rucker 

 
Mayor 

 
8=H 

 
2 

 
7/1/2007 
     to 
6/30/2009 

 

 
Vana Craig 

 
Mayor 

 
1=H 
1=W 
 

 
2 

 
7/1/2007 
     to 
6/30/2009 

 

 
Joe Werner 

 
Mayor 

 
5=W 

 
2 

 
7/1/2007 
     to 
6/30/2009 

 

 
Jon Westby 

 
Mayor 

 
7=H 
7=W 

 
2 

 
7/1/2007 
     to 
6/30/2009 

 

 
Todd Wood 

 
Mayor 

 
5=W 

 
2 

 
7/1/2007 
     to 
6/30/2009 

 

 
Background Information:  
 
The Mayor appoints members of the Minneapolis Private Industry/Workforce Council, 
which oversees the operation of the City’s employment and training programs. Federal 
requirements require that specific sectors be represented on the council. Sharon 
Bredeson (Staff Plus, Inc.), Karen Gallivan (Graco), Judi Nevonen (US Bank), Joe 
Werner (Engineering Unlimited), and Todd Wood (Transit Team, Inc.) would represent 
private sector business. Jenny Leabo (Minneapolis Building and Construction Trades 
Council) would represent organized labor. Mark Tessmer (MN-DEED) would represent 
public employment service. Obie Kipper (MN-DEED) would represent vocational 
rehabilitation. Harvey Rucker (The City, Inc.) would represent community based 
organizations. Craig Vana (Minneapolis Public Schools) and Jon Westby (Minneapolis 
Community and Technical College) would represent Education. All appointees will serve 
a 2-year term from July 1, 2007 to June 30, 2009 except Mark Tessmer (Public 
Employment service) who will serve the remainder of a two-year term that will expire 
June 30, 2008. 
 


