
 

 

 
 

Request for City Council Committee Action 
From the Department of Public Works   

 
 
Date:  March 1, 2005 
To:   Honorable Sandra Colvin Roy, Chair Transportation & Public Works Committee 
Referral to: Honorable Barbara Johnson, Chair Ways & Means/Budget Committee 
 
Subject: Railroad Crossing Safety Projects at the intersections of the Soo line 

Railway Company’s track and 1) Johnson Street Northeast, 2) 
McKinley Street Northeast and 37th Avenue Northeast, and  3) 
Benjamin Street Northeast 

 
Recommendation:  

1. Passage of a Resolution authorizing the addition of the following project to the City of 
Minneapolis’ 2005 – 2009 five-year Capital Improvement Program: PV033 Railroad 
Crossing Safety Projects (Municipal State Aid MSA 141-183-012 and MSA 141-272-011 
for retrofitting existing Railroad Crossing Cants and Circuitry, and City 600D/9849 for the 
removal of the in place at-grade Railroad Crossing with Benjamin Street Northeast 
between 36th and 37th Avenues Northeast). 

 
2. Passage of a Resolution to increase the appropriation available in Public Works Streets 

and Malls Capital (4100-937-9372) – PV033 Railroad Crossing Safety Projects at 
Benjamin, Johnson and McKinley Northeast by $171,765 for the City’s estimated share 
of construction and engineering cost all to be reimbursed by the State of Minnesota from 
the United States Rail Road Crossing Safety Program Fund Account (4100-937-9372-
3210) revenue increase by $171,765 for the above mentioned new project.  

 
3. Passage of a Resolution directing that the proper City officers be authorized to negotiate 

and execute required agreements for the above project.  
 
Previous Directives:  
 
• None 

 
Prepared by:  Robb A. Urquhart, P.E., Professional Engineer, 612.673.2628 
Approved by:  

             ___________________________________________  
 Klara A. Fabry, P.E., City Engineer, Director of Public Works  

Presenters:    Robb A. Urquhart, P.E., Professional Engineer, 612.673.2628 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Financial Impact (Check those that apply) 
_    No financial impact - or - Action is within current department budget. 
        (If checked, go directly to Background/Supporting Information) 

 
   X    Action requires an appropriation increase to the Capital Budget  
 ___ Action requires an appropriation increase to the Operating Budget 
 _X_ Action provides increased revenue for appropriation increase 
 ___ Action requires use of contingency or reserves 
 ___ Other financial impact (Explain): 
          

___Request provided to the Budget Office when provided to the Committee Coordinator 
 
 
Background/Supporting Information:  
 
Railroad Crossing Hazard Elimination Safety Projects are located at the intersections the Soo 
Line Railroad and 1) Johnson Street Northeast, 2) 37th Avenue and McKinley Street Northeast 
and 3) Benjamin Street Northeast. (See Attached Map)  
 
These Railroad Crossing Hazard Elimination Safety Projects are part of the Federal 
Transportation Safety Program that provides funds for safety improvements on all public roads 
and highways. These funds serve to eliminate or reduce the number and/or severity of traffic 
accidents.  
Each year, local agencies compete for funds by submitting candidate safety projects for review 
and analysis. The State Transportation Department prioritizes these projects, statewide, and 
releases an annual Hazard Elimination Safety Program Plan that identifies the projects that are 
approved for funding.  
The State of Minnesota after applying the Federal Transportation Department’s rating formula 
has selected, reviewed and approved the referenced following referenced Railroad Crossing at 
the following intersections within the City of Minneapolis:   
 

 At intersection of the Soo Line Railroad with Johnson Street Northeast, MSA 141-183-
011, for retrofitting existing cants and circuitry. 

 At the intersection of the Soo Line Railroad and 37th Avenue Northeast, MSA 141-272-
011, for retrofitting existing cants and circuitry. 

 At the intersection of the Soo Line Railroad Line with Benjamin Street Northeast, City 
Project Number 600D/9848, which includes design, and removals of the roadway. 

 
The Federal Highway Administration in cooperation with the City of Minneapolis and the State of 
Minnesota has authorized $484,206.16 of Federal Aid for the elimination of the above 
referenced projects. Additionally, the City of Minneapolis Public Works Department is 
cooperating and participating in the mitigation of this project.  
 
The retrofitting of the cants and circuitry will be performed by Soo Line Railway Company 
personnel at the Johnson Street Northeast and the McKinley Street Northeast and 37th Avenue 
locations. 
 
The City of Minneapolis will provide plans, specifications, and removals required for the 
intersection at Benjamin Street Northeast. The construction work is on Benjamin Street 
Northeast between 37th Avenue Northeast’s South gutter and approximately two hundred fifty 
feet to the South. The construction includes removals of existing concrete sidewalk, concrete 
pavement, turf establishment, signs and barricades. This work will be performed by City of 



 

 

Minneapolis Paving personnel. Once the work is started, construction will require approximately 
three weeks to be completed. The work is required to be completed with in the twelve months 
following the execution of the Agreement. 
 
In addition, all of these city railroad crossings have been preliminarily examined regarding the 
Railroad Quiet Zone Legislation. The above proposed improvements are consistent with the 
Quiet Zone efforts.  
 
Attachments –   Project Map 
 
 
C:  Council Member Paul Ostrow; Ward 1 
 Bernie Maciej, Finance 
 Susan Hartman, Finance    
    Steve Collin, Street Maintenance Engineer 
 Paul Ogren, Field Services 
 Larry Matsumoto, Paving 
 Tara Mugane, Engineering Services 
 Jack Yuzna, Engineering Services 



 

 

T&PW – Your Committee, having been informed, recommends: Passage of a Resolution 
authorizing the addition of the following project to the City of Minneapolis’ 2005 – 2009 five-year 
Capital Improvement Program: PV033 Railroad Crossing Safety Projects (Municipal State Aid 
MSA 141-183-012 and MSA 141-272-011 for retrofitting existing Railroad Crossing Cants and 
Circuitry, and City 600D/9849 for the removal of the in place at-grade Railroad Crossing with 
Benjamin Street Northeast between 36th and 37th Avenues Northeast). All of the proposed 
improvements are consistent with the Quiet Zone efforts. 
 
Your Committee, further, recommends: Passage of a Resolution to increase the appropriation 
available in Public Works Streets and Malls Capital (4100-937-9372) – PV033 Railroad 
Crossing Safety Projects at Benjamin, Johnson and McKinley Northeast by $171,765 for the 
City’s estimated share of construction for engineering cost all to be reimbursed by the State of 
Minnesota from the United States Rail Road Crossing Safety Program Fund Account (4100-
937-9372-3210) revenue increase by $171,765. 
 
Your Committee, and also, recommends: Passage of a Resolution directing that the proper City 
officers be authorized to execute Agreement Numbered: 84034 with the Commissioner of 
Transportation, (Office of Freight, Railroads and Waterways), and the Soo Line Railroad 
Company for retrofitting cants and circuitry to existing gates at the intersection of the Railroad 
and Johnson Street Northeast for MSA 141-183-011, 
 
Your Committee, and also, recommends: Passage of a Resolution directing that the proper City 
officers be authorized to execute Agreement Numbered: 84035 with the Commissioner of 
Transportation, (Office of Freight, Railroads and Waterways), City of Columbia Heights and the 
Soo Line Railroad Company for retrofitting cants and circuitry to existing gates at the 
intersection of the Railroad and 37th Avenue Northeast for MSA 141-272-011,  
 
Your Committee, and also, recommends: Passage of a Resolution directing that the proper City 
officers be authorized to negotiate and execute Agreement Number:(yet to be determined) with 
the Commissioner of Transportation, (Office of Freight, Railroads and Waterways), and the Soo 
Line Railroad Company for design and removal costs of the at grade intersection of the Railroad 
Line with Benjamin Street Northeast for City 600D/9848. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
RESOLUTION 

Whereas, the City of Minneapolis having been informed that the intersections at Johnson 
Street Northeast, Benjamin Street Northeast and McKinley Street Northeast and railroad tracks 
owned and operated by the Soo Line Railway Company were selected by the State of 
Minnesota to be improved by the retrofitting cants and circuitry at Johnson Street Northeast and 
McKinley Street Northeast and the removal of the intersection of Benjamin Street Northeast, 
and 

 
Whereas, the City of Minneapolis’ 2005 – 2009 five-year Capital Improvement Program 

did not include the above-mentioned work and project, and 
 
Whereas, the City of Minneapolis has not appropriated any funds for the 

abovementioned work, and 
 
Whereas, the City of Minneapolis needs to authorize Public Works to enter into the 

agreements with the Commissioner of Transportation, Columbia Heights and the Soo Line 
Railway Company. 

 
Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved by the City Council of the City of Minneapolis: 
 
That the 2005 Capital Improvement Program be amended to add PV033 Railroad Safety 

Projects – Johnson, Benjamin and McKinley Streets Northeast to the City of Minneapolis’ 2005 
– 2009 five-year Capital Improvement Program. 

 
 That the appropriation in Public Works Streets and Malls Capital (4100-937-9372-3210) 
be increased by $171,765 for the City’s estimated share of construction and engineering cost to 
be reimbursed from the State of Minnesota Commissioner of Transportation, (Office of Freight, 
Railroads and Waterways) from the United States Rail Road Crossing Safety Program Fund 
Account.  Increase revenue by $171,765 (4100-937-9372-3210) 

 
That the proper City officers are hereby authorized to execute Agreement Number 

84035 with the Commissioner of Transportation, (Office of Freight, Railroads and Waterways) 
and the Soo Line Railway Company for construction costs for the above mentioned project. 

 
That the proper City officers are hereby authorized to execute Agreement Number 

84034 with the Commissioner of Transportation, (Office of Freight, Railroads and Waterways), 
City of Columbia Heights and the Soo Line Railway Company for construction costs for the 
above mentioned project. 

 
That the proper City officers are hereby authorized too negotiate and execute 

Agreement Number to be determined, with the Commissioner of Transportation, (Office of 
Freight, Railroads and Waterways), and the Soo Line Railroad Company for design and removal 
costs of the at grade intersection of the Railroad Line with Benjamin Street Northeast.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
W&N/Budget – Your Committee recommends passage of the accompanying Resolution(s) 
requesting that this project be funded by increasing Public Works – Streets & Malls Capital 
(4100-937-9372) by $171,765 for the estimated cost of construction and engineering to be 
reimbursed from the State of Minnesota Commissioner of Transportation, (Office of Freight, 
Railroads and Waterways) from the United States Rail Road Crossing Safety Program Fund 
Account.   Increase the Revenue by $171,765 (4100-937-9372-3210). 
 


