
Request for City Council Committee Action
From the Department of Public Works

Date: August 12, 2003
To: Honorable Sandra Colvin Roy, Chair Transportation & Public Works Committee

Subject: Authorization to accept sidewalk easement from Special School District No.
1, on the west side of Nicollet Avenue, between 49th and 50th Streets West, as legally
described below.   

Recommendation: Adoption of a Committee Report authorizing acceptance of the sidewalk
easement deed at no cost to the City. 

Previous Directives:  
•  Project Designation, Resolution No. 2003R-086 (3/21/2003)
•  Order to Proceed and Adopt Special Assessments, Resolution No. 2003R-192 (5/2/2003)

Prepared by: Robert Boblett, Real Estate Investigator I, Right of Way Section, Engineering
Services Division, 612-673-2428

Approved by: ___________________________________________
Klara A. Fabry, P.E., City Engineer, Director of Public Works 

Presenters: Dennis Morris, Right of Way Supervisor

Financial Impact (Check those that apply)
  x   No financial impact - or - Action is within current department budget.
        (If checked, go directly to Background/Supporting Information)

       Action requires an appropriation increase to the Capital Budget
___ Action requires an appropriation increase to the Operating Budget
___ Action provides increased revenue for appropriation increase
___ Action requires use of contingency or reserves
___ Other financial impact (Explain):

      
___Request provided to the Budget Office when provided to the Committee Coordinator

Background/Supporting Information:

The City of Minneapolis has approved the Nicollet Avenue South project (2003R-192), including
the block between 49th and 50th Streets West at a project cost estimated at $ 3,796,000.00.  The
improvements at this location include the addition of a left-turn lane for southbound traffic,
turning left onto 50th St. E. and the re-alignment of two southbound traffic lanes and a bus lane
along the west side of Nicollet Avenue that allows more room for school buses during loading 



and unloading.  The required extra street width makes it necessary for the sidewalk to be 
relocated to the west and to be re-aligned over Minneapolis Public School property.  The City of
Minneapolis requested a 5-foot strip of land to accommodate the new sidewalk location.
Special School District No. 1 has already granted a temporary construction and access
easement over the easterly ten feet of the north 485.60 feet of this Lot, in a document dated
July 9, 2003.  The Minneapolis Board of Education agreed at a meeting on July 8, 2003, that the
benefits from the enhancement of the bus lane would outweigh the effects of granting an
easement to the City.  The Public School District has agreed to grant a permanent sidewalk
easement over the easterly five feet of the north 485.60 feet of their property to accommodate
the sidewalk.  This will be done at no cost to the City of Minneapolis beyond the minimum fee of
$1.70 charged by Hennepin County to record the Easement Deed document.  












