
 
 

Request for City Council Committee Action 
From the Department of Licenses & Consumer Services 

 
 
Date: February 27, 2004 
To: Council Member Dan Niziolek, Chair of Public Safety and Regulatory Services 

Committee   
 
Subject: Vehicle Immobilization Pilot Project 
 
Recommendation: If the City of Minneapolis is to go ahead with a pilot project the 
project be limited to scofflaw violators in residential areas.    
(Complete action required in the final report, including fund-agency-org, contract number and amendment number, if applicable)  
 
Previous Directives:  Research booting programs in other municipalities to 
determine if a program would reduce vehicles being towed to the impound lot and 
that such program would be revenue neutral to the City. 
(any past Council actions or directions to staff)     
 
Prepared or Submitted by Pamela Selinski, Supervisor, Parking Enforcement/Traffic       
Control 335-5926     
 
Approved by James Moncur, Directors of Licenses & Consumer Services  
 
Presenters in Committee Pamela Selinski, Supervisor 
 

Financial Impact (Check those that apply) 
_X__ No financial impact - or - Action is within current department budget. 
        (If checked, go directly to Background/Supporting Information) 

 
 ___ Action requires an appropriation increase to the Capital Budget  
 ___ Action requires an appropriation increase to the Operating Budget 
 ___ Action provides increased revenue for appropriation increase 
 ___ Action requires use of contingency or reserves 
 ___ Other financial impact (Explain): 
          

___Request provided to the Budget Office when provided to the Committee Coordinator 
 
 
 Community Impact (use any categories that apply) 
 Neighborhood Notification 
 City Goals 
 Comprehensive Plan 
 Zoning Code 
 Other 



 
Introduction 
 
Vehicle Immobilization devices have been used throughout the United States since the 
early 1980’s.  The metal device is attached to a wheel of a vehicle parked in violation of 
an ordinance.  A notice is left on the windshield of the vehicle providing information to 
the owner how to get the device removed.  Fines and fees are satisfied before the boot 
is removed.  In 1994, the City of Minneapolis passed ordinances relating to vehicle 
immobilization on private property but to date has no ordinances relating to public 
property. 
 
 
Research 
 
Traffic Control staff was able to obtain information from twelve (12) cities throughout the 
United States that currently have booting programs.  From web sites, e-mails and 
speaking directly with parking staff in these cities we found that the primary use of 
vehicle immobilization better known as “booting” is to detain vehicles belonging to 
individuals with outstanding citations (Scofflaws) although some municipalities use the 
boot for other violations.   The number of outstanding citations that determines a 
scofflaw is different from city to city.  The numbers range from two (2) to five (5).  Fees 
for booting run from $50.00 to $100.00 and the size of the Cities polled range from small 
(Beaufort, NC) to large (Los Angeles, CA).  We found that some municipalities use a 
vehicle immobilization provider and some, generally large cities, have city run programs.  
Most of the cities polled use “booting” to complement their towing programs and have 
experienced minimal or no decrease in vehicles going to the impound lot with little 
increase in compliance.  Our research indicates that booting teams generally work no 
later than 6:00 p.m. at which time the vehicle is towed. The vehicle owner then is 
responsible for citations, booting and towing fees. 
 
Minnesota State Statute provides for towing of a vehicle whose owner has 5 or more 
outstanding citations.  There are no current laws that provide that a vehicle may be cited 
for having 5 or more outstanding parking violations.  Current practice has been that a 
vehicle can be towed only after being identified as scofflaw and when that vehicle is in 
violation of another parking ordinance.    Traffic Control currently is working between 
BIS and Hennepin County to obtain an electronic version of the scofflaw list.  We have 
not been given a time frame for completion of the conversion necessary to obtain the 
information regarding scofflaws.  From previous years data, we determined that an 
average of 5 scofflaws per month were towed to the City’s impound lot. 
 
Other ordinances were considered for a booting pilot project such as No parking and 
parked in a commercial truck zone but these zones need to be evacuated as soon as 
possible and placing a boot on violators vehicles will increase the amount of time a 
violating vehicle is left in a particular zone.   
 
The City Attorney’s office is currently reviewing the impact a booting project would have 
on the towing contract and reviewing state statute relating to towing.  
 



There are still many unanswered questions.  Some of those questions can only be 
answered by actually doing a pilot other questions are operational and will be answered 
as an implementation plan is developed  
 
Recommendations: 
 
            If a pilot project is to move ahead 
  

 Booting should be limited to vehicles with 5 or more outstanding citations. 
 Residential areas should be considered for the project since that is primarily where 

scofflaws are found and there would be less need to tow those vehicles. 
 An RFP should be completed to obtain a vendor for the project 
 Review of current City ordinance relating to booting on private property should be 

completed.  This will help determine the booting fee.   
 An operational plan as to how the booting project would work should be developed.     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
   
 


