
AN  ORDINANCE 
OF THE 

CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS 
 

By Schiff 
 
 

 Amending Title 20, Chapter 551 of the Minneapolis Code of 
Ordinances relating to Zoning Code: Overlay Districts 
 
 The City Council of The City of Minneapolis do ordain as follows: 
 
 Section 1.  That Section 551.140 of the above-entitled ordinance be 
amended to read as follows:  
 

551.140.  Accessory parking.  (a) Location. On-site accessory parking 
facilities shall be located to the rear or interior side of the site, within the principal 
building served, or entirely below grade. 

 
(b) Dimensions. Parking lots shall be limited to not more than sixty (60) 
feet of street frontage. 

 
(c) Driveways. The driveway width for all parking facilities shall not 

exceed twenty (20) feet of street frontage. 
 
(d) Shared parking. The development of shared parking is encouraged, 

subject to the provisions of Chapter 541, Off-siteStreet Parking and Loading. 
 
(e) Off-site parking. When off-site parking is allowed as specified in 

Chapter 541, Off-Street Parking and Loading, parking may be located an 
additional five hundred (500) feet from the use served, subject to the 
requirements of Chapter 541, Off-Street Parking and Loading, governing the 
location of off-site parking. 

 
(f) Minimum and Mmaximum number of accessory parking spaces. 

The minimum off-street parking requirement for nonresidential uses shall be 
seventy five (75) percent of the minimum requirement specified in Chapter 541, 
Off-Street Parking and Loading. The maximum off-street parking allowance for 
nonresidential uses shall be seventy five (75) percent of the maximum allowed as 
specified in Chapter 541, Off-Street Parking and Loading, provided that a 
development with one (1) or more nonresidential uses shall not be restricted to 
fewer than ten (10) total accessory parking spaces on a zoning lot. The number 
of accessory parking spaces for nonresidential uses shall not exceed one 
hundred fifty (150) percent of the minimum required parking spaces, as specified 
in Chapter 541, Off-Street Parking and Loading, or ten (10) spaces, whichever is 
greater, except where it is determined by the zoning administrator that such 



excess parking spaces serve to provide parking for another use or uses subject 
to the requirements of this section.     
 
 Section 2.  That Section 551.150 of the above-entitled ordinance be 
amended to read as follows:  
 

551.150.  Lake and Hennepin area.  The following additional regulations 
shall govern development within the PO Overlay District in and around the 
intersection of West Lake Street and Hennepin Avenue South, with an eastern 
boundary of Bryant Avenue South, as shown on the official zoning map:   

 
(1) Travel demand management plan. All development containing 

more than four thousand (4,000) square feet of new or additional gross floor 
area, or more than four (4) new or additional parking spaces, shall include a 
travel demand management plan (TDM) that addresses the transportation 
impacts of the development on air quality, parking and roadway infrastructure. 
The planning director, in consultation with the city engineer, shall conduct the 
administrative review of the TDM. The planning director shall recommend to the 
zoning administrator any mitigating measures deemed reasonably necessary, 
who shall include such recommendation as a condition of the issuance of any 
building permit, zoning certificate or other approval required by this zoning 
ordinance or other applicable law. All findings and decisions of the planning 
director shall be final, subject to appeal to the city planning commission, as 
specified in Chapter 525, Administration and Enforcement. 
 
 Section 3.  That Section 551.155 of the above-entitled ordinance be 
amended to read as follows:  
 

551.155.  Nicollet Franklin area.  The following additional regulations 
shall govern development within the PO Overlay District along Nicollet Avenue 
from Franklin Avenue on the north to the Midtown Greenway/Hennepin County 
Regional Railroad Authority right-of-way on the south, and generally from the 
alley to the east to the alley on west unless other wise shown; Franklin Avenue 
between LaSalle Avenue and I35W; and 26th Street between Nicollet Avenue 
and the alley between Stevens Avenue and 2nd Avenue S., as shown on the 
official zoning map: 

 
(1) Bicycle parking requirement. 
 
a. Nonresidential uses. Each nonresidential use shall provide a 

minimum of two (2) bicycle parking spaces or one (1) space for 
each ten (10) accessory automobile parking spaces, whichever is 
greater. 

 
b. Multiple-family dwellings. For multi-family residential uses, a 

minimum of one (1) secured bicycle parking space shall be 



provided for each dwelling unit. Bicycle parking spaces shall be in 
enclosed and secured or supervised areas providing protection for 
each bicycle from theft, vandalism and weather. 

 
(2) (1) Travel demand management plan. All development containing 

more than ten thousand (10,000) square feet of new or additional commercial 
gross floor area or more than seventy-five (75) residential units, shall include a 
travel demand management plan (TDM) that addresses the transportation 
impacts of the development on air quality, parking and roadway infrastructure. 
The planning director, in consultation with the city engineer, shall conduct the 
administrative review of the TDM. The planning director shall recommend to the 
zoning administrator any mitigating measures deemed reasonably necessary, 
who shall include such recommendation as a condition of the issuance of any 
building permit, zoning certificate or other approval required by this zoning 
ordinance or other applicable law. All findings and decisions of the planning 
director shall be final, subject to appeal to the city planning commission, as 
specified in Chapter 525, Administration and Enforcement. 

 
(3) (2) Building alteration or replacement. The alteration of an existing 

building shall not result in a reduction of the existing number of stories (e.g., a 
two-story building shall not be reduced to a one-story building or be replaced by 
less than a two-story building). 

 
(4) (3) Minimum floor area. New development in Commercial, OR2 and 

OR3, and Industrial districts shall be subject to a minimum floor area ratio 
requirement of one (1.0). Individual phases of a phased development may be 
less than this minimum, provided the entire development meets the minimum 
requirement. This requirement shall not apply to the expansion of buildings 
existing on the effective date of this section. 

 
(5) (4) Corner cuts. New development on the corner of two (2) street 

rights-of way shall have a setback at the sidewalk level on the corner of the 
building. This setback shall be no less than two (2) feet and no greater than eight 
(8) feet from the corner of the property. 

 
(6) (5) Linear frontage of one (1) use. No single commercial use in one (1) 

building shall extend along more than one hundred and twenty (120) linear feet of 
the first floor facade fronting any street. 
 
 Section 4.  That Section 551.160 of the above-entitled ordinance be 
amended to read as follows:  
 

551.160.  Dinkytown area.  The following additional regulations shall 
govern development within the PO Overlay District in and around the intersection 
of Fourth Street Southeast and Fourteenth Avenue Southeast, as shown on the 
official zoning map: 



 
(1) Off-street parking. Nonresidential uses shall not be required to 

provide accessory off-street parking facilities, provided that existing accessory 
parking facilities shall not be reduced below the requirements for a similar new 
use, or if existing accessory parking facilities are less than the requirements 
specified in Chapter 541, Off-Street Parking and Loading, they shall not be 
reduced further.  

 
 Section 5.  That Section 551.165 of the above-entitled ordinance be and is 
hereby repealed.   

 
551.165.  South Lyndale Avenue area.  The following additional 

regulations shall govern development within the PO Overlay District along South 
Lyndale Avenue south of Minnehaha Parkway, as shown on the official zoning 
map: 

(1) Bicycle parking requirement. 
 
a. Nonresidential uses. Each nonresidential use shall provide a 

minimum of two (2) bicycle parking spaces or one (1) space for each ten (10) 
accessory automobile parking spaces, whichever is greater. 
 

b. Multiple-family dwellings. For multi-family residential uses, a 
minimum of one (1) secured bicycle parking space shall be provided for each 
dwelling unit. Bicycle parking spaces shall be in enclosed and secured or 
supervised areas providing protection for each bicycle from theft, vandalism and 
weather.  
 
 Section 6.  That the above-entitled ordinance be amended by adding 
thereto a new Section 551.165 to read as follows:  
 

551.165.  Stadium Village area.  The following additional regulations 
shall govern development within the PO Overlay District in and around the 
intersection of Washington Avenue Southeast and Oak Street Southeast, west of 
Huron Boulevard, as shown on the official zoning map: 
 

(1) Off-street parking. Nonresidential uses shall not be required to 
provide accessory off-street parking facilities.  
 
 Section 7.  That Section 551.175 of the above-entitled ordinance be 
amended to read as follows:  
 
551.175.  Transit Station areas.   
 

(5) Off-street parking. 
 



(a) Nonresidential uses. The minimum off-street parking 
requirement shall be seventy-five (75) percent of the number specified in 
Chapter 541, Off-Street Parking and Loading. 

 
(b) (a) Multiple-family dwellings. The minimum off-street parking 

requirement shall be ninety (90) percent of the number specified in 
Chapter 541, Off-Street Parking and Loading.  
 
(6) Bicycle parking requirement.    

 
(a) Nonresidential uses.  Each nonresidential use shall provide 

a minimum of two (2) bicycle parking spaces or one (1) space for each ten 
(10) accessory automobile parking spaces, whichever is greater. 

 
(b) Multiple-family dwellings. For multi-family residential uses, a 

minimum of one secured bicycle parking space shall be provided for each 
dwelling unit. Bicycle parking spaces shall be in enclosed and secured or 
supervised areas providing protection for each bicycle from theft, 
vandalism and weather. 

 
 Section 8.  That Section 551.730 of the above-entitled ordinance be 
amended to read as follows:  
 

551.730.  Purpose.  The DP Downtown Parking Overlay District is 
established to preserve significant and useful buildings and to protect the unique 
character of the downtown area and the mixed-use downtown neighborhoods by 
restricting the establishment or expansion of surface parking lots and 
establishing certain minimum and maximum off-street parking standards in the 
downtown area.  
 
 Section 9.  That Section 551.760 of the above-entitled ordinance be 
amended to read as follows:  

 
551.760.  Conditional uses.  In addition to the conditional uses allowed in 

the primary zoning district, an accessory parking lot may be allowed as a 
conditional use in the DP Overlay District, subject to the provisions of Chapter 
525, Administration and Enforcement, and the following: 

 
(1) The parking lot shall be located on the same zoning lot as the 

principal use served. 
 
(2) The number of parking spaces shall not exceed one hundred fifty 

(150) percent of the minimum required spaces as specified in Chapter 541, Off-
Street Parking and Loading, or twenty (20) spaces, whichever is less. 

 



 Section 10.  That the above-entitled ordinance be amended by adding 
thereto a new Section 551.765 to read as follows:   

 
551.765.  Specific Off-Street Parking Requirements.  Except in the 

downtown districts, uses located in the DP Overlay District shall be subject to the 
maximum parking requirements specified in Table 541-1, Specific Off-Street 
Parking Requirements, and the bicycle parking requirements in Table 541-3, 
Bicycle Parking Requirements, and shall further be subject to the following off-
street parking requirements: 

 
(1)  Residential uses. Dwellings and congregate living uses shall be 

required to provide a minimum of ninety (90) percent of the number of spaces 
specified in Table 541-1, Specific Off-Street Parking Requirements, and 
development projects with ten (10) or more dwelling units or rooming units shall 
provide no more than one and seven-tenths (1.7) spaces per unit. Development 
projects with fewer than ten (10) dwelling units or rooming units shall provide no 
more than two (2) spaces per unit. Accessible spaces required for residential 
uses by the Minnesota State Building Code and visitor parking spaces required 
by this ordinance shall not count toward the maximum parking requirement. Off-
site parking up to five hundred (500) feet away shall be permitted, subject to the 
off-site parking provisions of Chapter 541, Off-Street Parking and Loading.  

 
  a.  Visitor parking.  Multiple-family dwellings of fifty (50) or more units 

that provide off-street parking for residents shall also provide 
designated visitor parking at a ratio of not less than one visitor 
space per fifty (50) dwelling units.  

 
(2) Hotels. One (1) space per three (3) guest rooms plus parking equal 

to twenty (20) percent of the capacity of persons for affiliated uses such as dining 
or meeting rooms. 

 
(3)  C3A district, central riverfront. Nonresidential uses located in the C3A 

district in that portion of the central riverfront located between Hennepin Avenue 
and I-35W and between Washington Avenue and the Mississippi River shall not 
be required to provide accessory off-street parking facilities. 

 
(4)   All other uses. All other uses shall provide not less than one (1) 

parking space for each four thousand (4,000) square feet of gross floor area in 
excess of four thousand (4,000) square feet. The four (4) space minimum parking 
requirement in Chapter 541, Off-Street Parking and Loading, shall not apply. Off-
site parking up to five hundred (500) feet away shall be permitted, subject to the 
off-site parking provisions of Chapter 541, Off-Street Parking and Loading.   

 


