
 
 

Request for City Council Committee Action 
From the Department of Public Works   

 
 
Date:  April 18, 2006 
To:   Honorable Sandra Colvin Roy, Chair Transportation & Public Works Committee  
 
Subject: Midtown Greenway Bridge Over Hiawatha Avenue  
 
Recommendation:  
 

• Authorize proper city officials to enter into an agreement with the Metropolitan Council 
for an air rights easement over the Hiawatha LRT to allow for bridge construction 

 
Previous Directives:  

• Approve the project layout – June 2005 
• Authorize the proper City officers to enter into a Limited Use Permit Agreement with 

MnDOT to allow the Midtown Greenway over Hiawatha Avenue to be placed on MnDOT 
right-of-way – June 2005 

• Entered into a Permit Agreement (easement) for the City to use the Hennepin County 
Regional Railroad Authority (HCRRA) property for the Midtown Greenway (Phase 3) 
Trail – February 2005 

• Approved the Phase 3 trail construction plans/specifications and direct city/county staff 
to obtain construction bids – February 2005 

• Midtown Greenway (Phase 1) Permit agreement – June 1995 
• Midtown Greenway (Phase 2) Permit agreement – July 2002 
• City of Minneapolis/Hennepin County Memorandum of Understanding – July 2002 
• Cost participation agreement with the State of Minnesota (MnDOT) and Hennepin 

County for the construction of Phases 2 and 3 of the Midtown Greenway Trail – July 
2002 

 
Prepared by:  Donald Pflaum, Transportation Engineer, 612-673-2129 
Approved by:  

             ________________________________________________ 
  Klara A. Fabry, P.E., City Engineer, Director of Public Works  
 

Presenters:    Donald Pflaum, Transportation Engineer,  612-673-2129 
 
Permanent Review Committee (PRC) Approval _________ Not applicable         X____ 
 
Policy review Group (PRG)    Approval _________ Not applicable         X____ 
 



Financial Impact (Check those that apply) 
_ X  No financial impact - or - Action is within current department budget (If checked, go 

directly to Background/Supporting Information) 
      Action requires an appropriation increase to the Capital Budget 
___ Action requires an appropriation increase to the Operating Budget 
      Action provides increased revenue for appropriation increase 
___ Action requires use of contingency or reserves 
  X   Business Plan:   X   Action is within the plan.    ___ Action requires a change to plan. 
___ Other financial impact (Explain):          
___ Request provided to department’s Finance Dept. contact when provided to the 
 Committee Coordinator 
 
Community Impact  
 Neighborhood Notification: Not Applicable  

City Goals:  Maintain the physical infrastructure to ensure a healthy, vital and safe city. 
 Comprehensive Plan: Not Applicable  
 Zoning Code: Not Applicable  
 
Background/History:   
 
In June 2005 the City Council approved the project layout and authorized Public Works to enter 
into a Limited Use Permit with the Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT) so that the 
bridge could be placed on MnDOT property.  The City of Minneapolis has been granted the 
Limited Use permit, however MnDOT has informed the city that an air rights easement with the 
Metropolitan Council is required before the bridge can be let for public bid.  The bridge structure 
will be placed above the Hiawatha LRT Line.  The air rights easement will be a no cost 
agreement. 
 
Attachments: 
 
Attachment 1:  Easement Requirement  
Attachment 2:  Plan Layout 
 
CC:  Dennis Morris – Public Works ROW Section  
         Ed Backstrom – City Attorney’s Office 
         Dean Michalko – Hennepin County 
         Dan Phelps – MnDOT 
         Colleen VanWagner - MnDOT 


