
 
 

Request for City Council Committee Action 
From the Department of Community Planning & Economic Development 

 
DATE:  December 6, 2004 
   
TO:   Council Member Gary Schiff 
   Zoning and Planning Committee  
 
REFERRAL TO:   Council Member Barbara Johnson 

  Ways and Means/Budget Committee 
   
SUBJECT:  Authorize issuance of RFP for development of the South 

Lyndale Avenue land use plan  
 
RECOMMENDATION:  Authorize release of RFP for consultant services for 

preparation of a land use study for the corridor of Lyndale 
Avenue South, from Minnehaha Creek to Crosstown 
(Highway 62), contingent upon approval by the PRC. 

 
PREVIOUS DIRECTIVES:   The approved 2004 City of Minneapolis budget included 

capital funds directed to the preparation of a land use plan. 
 
Prepared/ 
Presented in Committee by:  Pam Miner, Planning Supervisor  612-673-3240     
 
Approved by      Barbara Sporlein,  Director,  
     CPED Planning Division _______________________ 
  
 
Financial Impact (Check those that apply) 

_X_ No financial impact - or - Action is within current department budget. 
        (If checked, go directly to Background/Supporting Information) 

 ___ Action requires an appropriation increase to the Capital Budget  
 ___ Action requires an appropriation increase to the Operating Budget 
 ___ Action provides increased revenue for appropriation increase 
 ___ Action requires use of contingency or reserves 
 ___ Other financial impact (Explain): 

___Request provided to the Budget Office when provided to the Committee    
                 Coordinator 
 
 
Community Impact 
Ward:  11, 13 
Neighborhood Notification:  Kenny, Lynnhurst, Tangletown, Windom 



City Goals:  
Maintain the physical infrastructure to ensure a healthy, vital and safe City. 
Create an environment that maximizes economic development opportunities within 
Minneapolis by focusing on the City’s physical and human assets. 
Foster the development and preservation of a mix of quality housing types that is 
available, affordable, meets current needs, and promotes future growth. 
Comprehensive Plan:   
The land use planning effort will be conducted within the framework of “The Minneapolis 
Plan.” 
Zoning Code:    
Living Wage/Job Linkage:   
Other 
 
 
 
 
Background/Supporting Information  
 
The South Lyndale Avenue area of the City, from Minnehaha Creek south to Crosstown 
Highway 62, is undergoing change.  As a Community Corridor, this area is one that is 
expected to accept growth with projected population increases.  According to The 
Minneapolis Plan, Community Corridors are characterized by the following features: 

• Streets that connect more than one neighborhood; 
• Land use pattern that is primarily residential with intermittent commercial uses 

clustered at intersections in a pattern of nodes; 
• Commercial uses on Community Corridors are generally small-scale retail sales 

and services serving the immediate neighborhood. 
• Streets carry a heavy volume of traffic, but are not necessarily the principal travel 

routes for a specific part of the City; 
• Community Corridors do not support automobile oriented shopping centers; and 
• Corridor land uses and building form exhibit traditional commercial and 

residential form and massing. 
 
The intersection of 54th Street and Lyndale Avenue South is also a designated 
Neighborhood Commercial Node.  Commercial Nodes are characterized by the 
following features: 

• Provide at least three retail or service uses to residents of surrounding 
neighborhoods; 

• Nodes are oriented to pedestrian traffic, with few automobile-oriented uses; 
• Generally have between 10,000 to 100,000 square feet of retail or service floor 

area; 
• Generally have a trade market area ranging from 2,000 to 12,000 people; 
• Generally appear at the intersection of Community Corridors; 
• Commercial uses at nodes are typically focused close to a single intersection.  

However, the nodes can be more dispersed or cover more territory; 
• Nodes generally have a historical commercial function and form; 
• At nodes, a mix of uses can occur within structures and on a lot by lot basis 

(vertical and horizontal mixed use). 
  



The four neighborhoods of this area (Kenny, Lynnhurst, Tangletown, and Windom) have 
joined together through the group LASR-CC – Lyndale Avenue South Revitalization – 
Creek to Crosstown.  LASR-CC has been active in visioning the future for this area, 
including a completed streetscape design project, and participation in the Corridor 
Housing Initiative presented by the Center for Neighborhoods.  The Center for 
Neighborhoods work was geared specifically toward informing and educating the 
neighborhood residents about different types of development and their feasibility.  
Acknowledging the fact that as a Community Corridor this area will be one of the first to 
experience additional growth, and that the area has already begun to change, LASR-CC 
and the four neighborhoods have pursued the need for a long-term land use plan. 
 
The attached Request for Proposals for a South Lyndale Corridor Plan is being 
presented for approval for distribution, contingent upon its approval by the Permanent 
Review Committee. 


