
   

 
 

Request for City Council Committee Action 
From the Department of Public Works 

 
 
Date:  July 26, 2005 
To:   Honorable Sandra Colvin Roy, Chair, Transportation & Public Works Committee 
Referral to: None 
 
Subject: Implementation of a Critical Traffic and Parking Area at: 
 
 4600 and 4700 Blocks of Abbott, Beard, Chowen, and Drew Avenue South 
  
 
Recommendation: 
1. Adopt the findings, per City Ordinance 478.710, and approve a “Type B” Critical Traffic and 

Parking Area (No Parking Except By Permit—6am to 9pm, School Days), which will include 
the following streets: 
 
4600 and 4700 Blocks of Abbott, Beard, Chowen, and Drew Avenue South (see attachment)  

 
Previous Directives:  
• July 26, 2005 – City Clerk verified 75% of the residents signed the required petition and 

referred to Public Works for study 
 
Prepared by: Timothy Drew, Project Engineer, 673-2152 
Approved by:  

             _________________________________________________________ 
 By: Klara A. Fabry, P.E., City Engineer, Director of Public Works  
 
Presenters:    Timothy Drew, Project Engineer, Traffic and Parking Services 
 

Financial Impact (Check those that apply) 
_x_ No financial impact - or - Action is within current department budget. 
        (If checked, go directly to Background/Supporting Information) 

   _   Action requires an appropriation increase to the Capital Budget  
 ___ Action requires an appropriation increase to the Operating Budget 
 ___ Action provides increased revenue for appropriation increase 
 ___ Action requires use of contingency or reserves 
 ___ Other financial impact (Explain): 
          

___Request provided to the Budget Office when provided to the Committee Coordinator 
 
 
Background/Supporting Information: 
The requested Critical Parking Area (CPA) is being implemented due to parking congestion 
from high school commuters taking up available on-street parking near the Southwest High 



   
School campus.  The 6am to 9pm timeframe is intended to be an effective deterrent to keep 
students from taking up all available spaces in the neighborhood during school days.  These 
hours were selected by the residents to address their concerns with day and night students of 
Southwest High School and minimize the parking restrictions on the blocks. 
 
Several meetings have been conducted over the past 2 years to discuss the best method to 
implement critical parking that would be fair to the school as well as the residents.  The 
meetings have included representatives from Public Works, the Council Member’s office, school 
administration (both night and day schools), students and neighborhood residents.  These 
meetings have varied in size and scope from smaller meetings with two representatives from 
each group to large community meetings.  Several compromises have been made, including the 
following: 
 
The school agreed to: 

• Open up a back door entrance which was previously closed to allow for a more even 
distribution of parking.  

• Allow parking along the school property where there was “no parking anytime” 
previously. 

 
The residents agreed to: 

• Have critical parking on only one side of the street which would allow for student parking 
on the other.  

• A second tier of streets (see map) which would not be implemented unless the parking 
problem spread to those streets.  As part of the petition, it was agreed by all Tier 1 
members who signed that Tier 2 has received their endorsement for the extension of 
the CPA (toTier 2) if parking becomes a problem.  

 
The Critical Parking Area will be signed “No Parking Except By Permit, 6am-9pm, School Days”. 
 
The above area meets the procedure for the establishment of a Critical Parking Area, which 
includes: 

• A written petition signed by at least 75% of the dwelling units located within the proposed 
critical traffic and parking area. 

• The number of non-resident parkers during the requested hours/days of enforcement 
exceeds thirty-three (33) percent of the number of on-street spaces in the area. 

• The minimum area exceeds one (1) block. 
 
Findings 
According to City Ordinance 478.710, no critical traffic and parking area may be established 
unless the following findings have been made: 
 

1) The area is detrimentally impacted by parking of commuter, student, customer, or 
visitor/guest vehicles generated by area businesses, institutions or 
recreational/entertainment facilities during the proposed hours of restriction. 

 
The area is detrimentally impacted by students of day and night classes parking during 
the hours of restriction. 

 
2) The area does not have sufficient off-street vehicular parking for the use and 

convenience of the residents thereof in the vicinity of their homes. 
 



   
The area does have some off-street parking, but it is not sufficient and nearby on-street 
parking is occupied by students going to Southwest High School.   

 
3) Vehicle noise, pollution or congestion will work unacceptable hardships on residents of 

the area if present parking is allowed to continue unregulated. 
 

Vehicle noise and congestion will increase and create unacceptable hardships on the 
residents of the area. 

 
4) The health, safety and welfare of the residents of the area and the city as a whole and 

the attractiveness and livability of specific neighborhoods will be promoted by a system 
of preferential parking enacted under this section. 

 
Traffic and parking in the area will reduce the health, safety and welfare of the area thus 
resulting in a less attractive and livable neighborhood.  The preferential parking will 
encourage more walking, biking, and bus connections that will assist in meeting the 
City’s transit goals. 
 

The findings for the establishment of a critical traffic and parking area, in accordance with City 
Ordinance 478.710, have been met. 
 
Attachment: Map of Area 
 
Cc: Mike Sachi 
 Tim Drew 
 Pam Selinski 


