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Statutes and OrdinancesStatutes and Ordinances
MN Statute 340A.101: OffMN Statute 340A.101: Off--SaleSale
MN Statute 340A.412: Issuance of licenses to one person or placeMN Statute 340A.412: Issuance of licenses to one person or place
MN Statute 340A.413: Not more than one offMN Statute 340A.413: Not more than one off--sale license for each sale license for each 
5,000 population5,000 population
MN Statute 340A.408: Annual license fee cannot exceed $1500.  MN Statute 340A.408: Annual license fee cannot exceed $1500.  
This fee was capped at $1000 since 1985.This fee was capped at $1000 since 1985.

Minneapolis Ordinance 362.40: No offMinneapolis Ordinance 362.40: No off--sale license shall be issued for sale license shall be issued for 
a location, the main entrance of which is within a radius of twoa location, the main entrance of which is within a radius of two
thousand (2,000) feet from the main entrance of an existing offthousand (2,000) feet from the main entrance of an existing off--sale sale 
location (outside of B4 zoning district).  location (outside of B4 zoning district).  

Minneapolis Zoning Code requires a 300 foot distance requirementMinneapolis Zoning Code requires a 300 foot distance requirement
from any church or school.  from any church or school.  

Minneapolis Charter: All offMinneapolis Charter: All off--sale locations required to be on 5 acres sale locations required to be on 5 acres 
of continuously zoned commercial propertyof continuously zoned commercial property





OffOff--Sale Liquor LocationsSale Liquor Locations

Minneapolis is eligible for up to 74 offMinneapolis is eligible for up to 74 off--sale sale 
liquor licenses.  (MN Statute:  1 per 5000 liquor licenses.  (MN Statute:  1 per 5000 
residents)residents)

June, 2007: 45 approved offJune, 2007: 45 approved off--sale licenses sale licenses 
in Minneapolis.  (29 licenses available)in Minneapolis.  (29 licenses available)



Industry & Community ResponseIndustry & Community Response

In recent years, the industry was not in In recent years, the industry was not in 
support of allowing off sale wine in support of allowing off sale wine in 
grocery stores. grocery stores. 
Historically, it has been shown, at Historically, it has been shown, at 
Minneapolis public hearings conducted for Minneapolis public hearings conducted for 
new offnew off--sale licenses, that there is strong sale licenses, that there is strong 
opposition and negative comments from opposition and negative comments from 
the community. the community. 



Community ImpactCommunity Impact

The Alcohol Epidemiology Program of the The Alcohol Epidemiology Program of the 
University of Minnesota conducted research University of Minnesota conducted research 
regarding impact of alcohol.regarding impact of alcohol.

•• Increasing access to alcohol results in an Increasing access to alcohol results in an 
increase in violence, including homicide, assault, increase in violence, including homicide, assault, 
robbery, rape and weapons use.robbery, rape and weapons use.

•• Density of alcohol outlets is positively associated Density of alcohol outlets is positively associated 
with the number of crimes committed.with the number of crimes committed.



Best Practices Best Practices –– Comparable Cities Comparable Cities 

Distance requirements from church, school, library, playground, Distance requirements from church, school, library, playground, and/or and/or 
hospital ranging  from 150 hospital ranging  from 150 –– 300 feet is standard.  300 feet is standard.  

Application process may require 51% approval from residents and/Application process may require 51% approval from residents and/or or 
businesses within the vicinity.   businesses within the vicinity.   

Number of Licenses determined by ratio to the population.  Number of Licenses determined by ratio to the population.  

Residency Requirement (10 years in Tulsa, OK)Residency Requirement (10 years in Tulsa, OK)

St. Paul requires St. Paul requires ½½ mile distance (2640 feet) between offmile distance (2640 feet) between off--sale sale 
establishments.  establishments.  

Washington D.C. and Los Angeles are  increasing distance requireWashington D.C. and Los Angeles are  increasing distance requirements to ments to 
address crime and livability. DC eliminated alcohol sales in disaddress crime and livability. DC eliminated alcohol sales in district  PSA 109 trict  PSA 109 
in 2000.  in 2000.  



RecommendationRecommendation

Allow Exclusive Wine in C3A zoned property.  Allow Exclusive Wine in C3A zoned property.  
One per block face.One per block face.
Increase the offIncrease the off--sale license fee to $1,500.00 as sale license fee to $1,500.00 as 
newly permitted by MN State Statute. Increase newly permitted by MN State Statute. Increase 
the offthe off--sale license fee to $1,500.00 as newly sale license fee to $1,500.00 as newly 
permitted by MN State Statute.  permitted by MN State Statute.  
Amend Ordinance 362.42 to contain typical Amend Ordinance 362.42 to contain typical 
license conditions of offlicense conditions of off--sale liquor,  consistent sale liquor,  consistent 
with State Statute.with State Statute.



Minneapolis Industry OppositionMinneapolis Industry Opposition
On June 13, 2007 11 members of the industry shared their 
comments with licensing staff.  The comments can be summarized 
as follows:

•The off sale business does not support exclusive wine stores.  
Business may start off being exclusive to wine, but in order to be a 
viable business they must sell all liquor products.

•The current ordinance allows for off sale liquor establishment. 
• Wine is still liquor even though it may be considered a “softer 
lighter product”. 

• It goes against the national trend to increase a limit off sale
establishment due to crime and livability.



Minneapolis AuthorityMinneapolis Authority

City Council has the authority to amend City Council has the authority to amend 
Minneapolis Ordinance 362.40, reducing  Minneapolis Ordinance 362.40, reducing  
the distance requirements between offthe distance requirements between off--
sale liquor for establishments that sale liquor for establishments that 
exclusively sell wine.exclusively sell wine.
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