
 

Request for City Council Committee Action 
from the Department of Regulatory Services 

 
Date:    July 26, 2010 
 
To:  Council Member Elizabeth Glidden, Chair – Regulatory, Energy 

& Environment Committee 
 
Subject:  Ordinance amending Title 3, Chapter 48.20 to include 

Minnesota Rules Chapter 4720 and subsequent updates in 
Chapter 48 Minneapolis Watershed Management Authority 

 
Recommendation:  Passage of ordinance amendment 
 
Previous Directives:   None 
 

Department Information   

Prepared by: Curt Fernandez, Manager – Environmental Health (673-2175) 
 
Approved by: 
 
__________________________________________________ 
Rocco Forté, Director of Emergency Preparedness & Regulatory Services 
 
__________________________________________________ 
Burt Osborne, Director of Operations, Licensing & Environmental Services 
 
__________________________________________________ 
Lori Olson, Deputy Director of Environmental Management & Safety 
 
Presenters in Committee: Curt Fernandez & Lori Olson 

Reviews 
• Permanent Review Committee (PRC): Approval ___ Date ________________  
• Civil Rights Approval Approval ___ Date ________________ 
• Policy Review Group (PRG):     Approval ___ Date ________________ 

 
Financial Impact 
• No financial impact 
• Other financial impact 

Community Impact 
• City Goals 

 



Supporting Information 

Since July 24, 1987 the City of Minneapolis has maintained the well program through a 
delegation agreement with the Minnesota Department of Health. Through that agreement 
the city has been able to continue its efforts to ensure that the public is protected by 
performing education, training and regulatory inspections by providing support in case of an 
emergency. 

The Minnesota Department of Health, as part of the Non-Community Water Supply Well 
Delegation Agreement is requiring all delegated programs to have, in ordinance, the 
authority to enforce Minnesota Rule Chapter 4720, The Safe Drinking Water Act (SWDA).   

This amendment will allow the city to take enforcement action on public water supply wells 
in Minneapolis that are not associated with a licensed Food & Lodging Establishment.  Active 
public water supply wells are not licensed in Minnesota and other municipalities have had 
problems enforcing the well regulations when not in ordinance. Currently this Chapter is not 
included in M.C.O. § 48.20 so it is necessary to amend the ordinance to add the Chapter 
which will allow the City to enforce provisions of the Safe Drinking Water Act.   


