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Putting the right criminal justice information in the
hands of the right people at the right time
and in the right place.

What is CriMNet?
CrilMNet is an information system that will connect criminal and juvenile justice systems throughout Minnesota. [n the
future it is hoped that infermation from other staies would also be integrated.

= CriMNet, like the Intemet, is a *system of systems" designed fo work and share information with all criminal justice
agencies. . '

= CriMNetis notaj software or hardware program, nor is a cenfralized database. It is a secure Intranet system that wil
link Minnesota's 1,100 criminal justice jurisdictions by using common business practices and a standard computer
language. ' ,

| ' . ) N

»  Once complete, CriMNet will give Minnesota prosecutors, judges, law enforcement officers, probation and correction

officials current and complete criminal history information on suspects and criminals throughout the state.

Why, is CriMNet important?

Criminals and suspécts can remain free to re-offend simply bacause a polica record in one county does notgetto &
judge in another county. This means many senseless murders and crimes could have been prevented if only
prosecutors, police officers or judges had accurate informatian. ‘Right now they are relying on 1970's technology —or
worse.

|
" CriMNet's Implications for National Security
In the wake of the S:eptember 11 tragedy, CriMNet can serve as a comerstone for the nation's homeland security. By
connecting each state’s criminal and Juvenile justice systems through a comman computer language, complele, accurate
and timely informaﬁ@n can be shared anywhere in the counfry. States would improve their nublic's safety and federal
authorities would have much improved access to critical information fo better safeguard our nation.

For example, Mohammed Atta, suspected ringleader of the September 11 attacks, was pulled over for a driving viofation
shortly before September 11, The officer let Atta go free because he didn't know that Atta was on a “watch list.”
Currently, this feder?l Inforrmation is not readily available to other levels of law enforcement. With CriMNet, it eould be. .

When Completed, FriMNet Will Provide Real-Time Statewide Automation of:

= Statewlde case processing
= Weapons prohibition information = Post-conviction restrictive probation conditions
*  Armestwarrant informafion » Defenfion /incarcerafion data  ~
*  Pre-trial release data «  Aleohol / driving restrictions
= FElectronic fingerprinting and photo images »  Juvenile arrests and convictich data
» Domestic and restraint conditions = Total case record, from incident report to outcame, and
= Conviction status on all offense levels sanétion compliance and completion
|
Current Status

Implementation of CriMNet s well underway. Several individual components of CriMNet have been developed and are currently
operational, Several pilot projects have been completed, and many rmore are planned for the near future.

1

David Billeter . Tom Kooy 7 Mahogahy Elier
Executive Director | . Deputy Dliractar ~ ) Director of Communications
Tel, (651) 632-5182 Tel. (B51) 642-0809 . el (651) B42-0810

E'MaU:Daﬂd.B_l[[nmrﬁﬁlm.xmm :
www.crimnet.state.mn.us

E-Mail: Tom. Kooy @ stats. mn.us . E-Mail: Mahogary.Eller@ state. mn,ug




|
08/25/02 11:34 FAX 9528315118 __HIMLE HORNER INC. @oo3

T swp . ——

Plwm e e B T e - .
- e s s 4T e =
M L S TR T ey

iz

Putting the right criminal justice information in the

hands of the right people at the right time
and in the right place.

History of CriMNet

The Criminal Justice Information Policy Group, which was
astablished by the Legislature, provided state leadership in

f studying criminal justice ssues. The group identified the need for
an Integrated criminal justice information system.

1962 — 1999

2000 . The Minnesota Legislature passed Kafie's {aw. The legislation
’ named after Katie Poirer, @ young victim who was abducted and
murdered, was a landmark piece of legisiation that, among other,
provisions, funded the “CriMNet down payment.” This created a
model program that could be used throughout the state. In October

of 2000, the model was completed.

Sen. Jane Ranum (DFL-Minneapolis) and Rep. Rich Stanek (R-
Maple Grove) sponsored legislation to allocate the money needed
io implement CriMNet statewlde. The Legislature appropriated $27

million for CriMNet.

2001

- -

2002 . mplementation of CriMNet is well inderway. Several individual
components of CrilviNet have been developed and are currently
operational. several pilot projects have been completed, with many

more beginning in the near future.
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Putting the right criminal justice information in the
hands of the right people at the right time
and in the right place.

Giving lnvestigatdrsthe TOol's; |
They Need to Solve Crimes

In 1999 a woman in Burnett County, Wisconsin reported her $15,000 diamond ring stolen.
The victim suspected her ex-brother-in-law had taken the ring when he was attending a
family function. She called her insurance agent, who told her to contact the Minneapolis
police department to ask if they could locate her ring in the Autormnated Pawn System (APS).

The City of Minneapolis implemented the APS to collect information about transactions in
pawn and sacond-hand stores, Law enforcement agencies are welcome to share this data
and It has been proven helpful in recovering stolen property. The Minneapolis police
depariment plans to rmake APS available to every law enforcement agency in the state as
part of the CriMNet system.

Two Minneapolis police officers, upon receiving information from Burnett County, checked the
APS and found that the suspect had pawned a ring three days after the theft that matched
ihe description of the victim's stolen ring. The ring was held at the pawnshop and an
invesfigator from the county sheriffs office was called to retrieve the ring. After confirming
that the ring was indeed the one that was stolen, the two police officers received an arrest
warrant and placed the suspect under arrest. The suspect was eventually extradited and
charged.

-------------- :-----vciiotoallllllﬂi-.u--o..ll-lllilllIIUIIIIUlttlllnllllIIIIIIIII-IOIDOIU’lllllllilI-l-

When an offender was checking in with a county corrections office, he insisted that he had

not been on probation before. By using an element of CriMNet, the Statewide Supervision
System (83), the office found that the offender had been and was on probation in three other .
probation jurisdictions.

In another county, an offender was appearing in court for sentencing. The probation officer
and attornéys had not yet received complete information on the offender’s criminal history.
The judge was able to access the §3 via CriMNet, find the history and sentence the offender
at the same time. The 53 avoided the need 1o reschedule the hearing and bring everyona
back to cmllrt on another day, saving both money and time.

The S3 prc}vldes quick aceess for criminal justice professionals allowing them to:
« find thorotigh information on all offenders under supervision in Minnesota;

« obtain automated sentencing guidelines worksheets; and

« review the Department of Correctiong’ prison inmate data.
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Putting the right criminal justice information in the
hands of the right people at the right time
and in the right place.

The following is an actual example. 1n 2001, Kerry Dean Stevensonh, a convicted criminal with a
history of violations against children, was preparing to be iried and sentenced in @ metro county for

eriminal sexual misconduct- In reviewing his case, law enforcement, the prosecutor and the judge
had access to only part of his criminal record.

His criminal record indicated: » 1 0 different names used as aliases
T o' T-different birth dates -

I “i:: »‘.r b i ict m I ?ﬁ 1“.’ i ‘n.;.'iﬁ 'ni' : Trated 7 ‘!lv
1984 | DWI Hennepin
1086 | Indecent Conduct TR | Hennepin
7888 | \ndecert bxposure T . = | Hennepin |
1685 | Indecent Exposure —= - . | Hennepin

" Aggravated Violence = Drivers License -
1881 Sagpen ded Hennepin
[ 1987 | Crmmal Sex Gonduck, 4 degree Hennepin |

But this was :only part of the story. Stevenson had actually been convicted of many other i:rirﬁés {hat |
could significantly impact the prosecution’s case and the sentence handed down from the judge.

m:a‘ 5 EOtA imtirach -mr prinLy ". i) 1 ; ﬁ 1'21!6 §[¥g(£ Wl -.«‘L‘; e Htﬂ
1983 | Indecent Conduct ' ennepin
1585 | Indecent Conduet _ ~ ~ o - | Ancka
1586 | Indecent Gonduct ' T Ramsey

g86 | DWI__ - — - - -] Hennepin
1837 | Indecent coRduct T .} Anpka
1087 | Indecent conduct ——— - | Ancka
1985 | Gross Misgemaanor DWI | Pine
1657 | Indecent Conduct ‘ ' — {Anoka |
7503 | Indecent Conduct R Ramsey
655 | indecent Conduct ] ' ~ | Ramsey
1555 | Indecent Exposure " " Hennepin
78953 | Escape from Custody ' Hennepin
1594 | Theft by Check o Ramsey
1697 | Cnminal Sex Gondudt, Evdegree | Ramsey

—T5%8 | Grminal Sex conduct, 5" degree Hennepin
2000 | Criminal Sex Gonduct 5~ degree Anoka J

This happens nearly every day. The state’s 1,100 1aw enforcement agencies cannot share
information to ensure they have complete records of a suspect or to connect a suspect with unsolved
crimes in other parts of the state. Fertunately, the prosecutor [n the case was able to obtain this
additional criminal information in time for Stevenson’s trial and sertencing.
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Putting the right criminal Jjustice
snformation in the hands of the
right people at the right time

and in the right place.

Myths vs. Facts

MYTH | Minnesota already has everytb}"rié?}bh; mug §h6tsi‘?;};‘hg—érﬁ;iﬁggt&éd ina
computer system.

FACT Currently, we do not. Under today's system, a saunty sheriff who wants to know ifa
person he has detained has any previous arrests of warrants pending from other counties
or jurisdictions in the state woutd have to call each jurisdiction separately to find the
‘nformation. With 1,100 jurisdictions, this important research rarely occurs. However,
much like an Internet search engine, CriMNet will soon allow that sheriff to type in the
suspect’s name and get his or her entire criminal history.

MYTH CriMNet will lncreaée the airead_y? rheakvy burden on local law enforcement.

EACT | Local law enforcement officials will benefit from befter technology and are often the most
ardent supporters of CriMNet. The current system is inefficlent and increasingly
ineffective, making their job harder and more frustrating. By using CriliNet, local law
enforcement will have more sUCCess fighting crime.

MYTH Those app!yihg for jobs that Wéiﬂd ]‘J!aéé —t%;m? in Ef:;:sé prainnittyto Gufﬁefab?e
poputlations (children, the elderly, etc.) are weeded out by a thorough background
check.

FACT | Because many crirminal histories are incom| tefe and not integrated into a System available
to all appropriate personnel, 2 woman with convictions for abusing senior citizens in
Brainerd may be able o get a job in a St. Paul nursing home hecause her St. Paul record

is clean.

The reality is that, despite the efforts of employers to keep dangerous people away from
their vulnerable populations, soms criminals slip through the cracks. CrilMNet will seal up
those cracks, and allow law enforcement agents {o see a person's complete history,
regardiess of where a conviction ocourred.

In addition to being more thorough, background checks using criNet will take less time,
allowing hiring decisions to be made more quickly and conficently.
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MYTH

Personal information will be avalilable to too rﬁany peopr.'e.ﬂ "

FACT

Only information on suspected or convicted criminals will be available through CriMNet.
“The only people who would be allowed to see it would be law enforcement officers,
prosecutors, judges and probation and corrections officials. GriMNet will just allow for
better tracking and data collection of information such as fingerprints, photographs,

MYTH

warrant, probation and conviction status, and weapons and alcohal/driving restrictions.

We can’t afford CriMiNet.

FACT

We car't afford not to bulld CriMNet. Minnesota currently spends niearly $2 billion per
year on criminal justics for a system that simply is not complete, accurats or current.

More than 100,000 convictions are not on the books because they are “lost” and we “lose”
nearly 23,000 more every year because some piece of information is inaccurate or
incomplete. The investment in CriMNet Is estimated at $260 million aver six years and will
make our criminal justice system more effective and efficient.

What will Minnesotans receive for this invesiment?

o More efficiency for local law enforcement, prosecutors and courts, Using today's
outdated technotogy, tracking down criminal histories can be time consuming.
CriMNet makes criminal histaries readily accessible. Also, with more data available
on suspects, judges will have the information they need to issue arrest warrants and
police officers may be more effective in recovering stolen property.

o A safer Minnesota, with criminals held and punished appropriately.
The price of allowing just one eriminal to remain free and re-offend is too high.

MYTH

Law enforcement personnel have accass to @ person’s complete criminal history
when making an arrest, preparing a case or during sentencing.

FACT

Falsel Our crime fighters are constrainad by the lack of complete information as they
seek to protect the people of Minnesota. Many convictions do not makeitonto a
person’s criminal record, leaving prosecltors 1o try cases and judges to make sentences
with insufficlent, inacsurate or incompigte information. Thelr efforts would be alded, and
Minnesotans would be better protected, if they had the best information possible. When
operational, CriMNat will allow all appropriate personnel fo see the information they need
to best protect Minnesotans.

MYTH

CriMNet is simply a technology issue —if everyon; gefs the same éomputer
systems or software the probjem will be solved.

FACT

CritdNet is an “enterprise model” that entails more than just the congistent use of data and
technology. While it will ba important for each jurisdiction to use technology and data that
allow them to interact with one another, it also means the use of conslstent business
practices by each jurisdiction throughout the state eriminal justice system, none of which
is in place today.

For example, each sheriif's office and police department will have to collect and record the
same information from people who have been arrested. The same would he true for the
judiclal and corrections systems. Therefore all of the criminal's information must be

unfformly entered and maintained.




