
 

Request for City Council Committee Action 
from the Department of Regulatory Services 

 
Date:   March 16, 2010 
 
To:   Council Member Elizabeth Glidden 
 
Referral to:  Regulatory, Energy and Environment Committee 

 
Subject:  Amending Chapters 186 and 188 of the Minneapolis Code of 

Ordinances relating to mobile operations.  
 

Recommendation: That the Regulatory, Energy and Environment Committee approve the 
amendments to Chapters 186, 188 and Schedule J to allow for Mobile Food Vending on Public 
Sidewalks in the Downtown Improvement District and the annual license fee to be set at $483.  
Staff further recommends that the other Chapters introduced at the City Council on January 29, 
2010, be returned to author. 
 
Department Information   

 
 
Prepared by:  Ricardo Cervantes, Deputy Director    _______________________________ 
Licenses and Consumer Services 
 
 
Approved by: Rocco Forte                                    ________________________________ 
Assistant City Coordinator 
 
 
Presenters in Committee: Linda Roberts, Business Licensing; Erik Nilsson, City Attorney; 
Doug Kress, City Council 

Reviews 
Permanent Review Committee 
(PRC): 

Approval ___ Date ________________  

Civil Rights Approval Approval ___ Date ________________ 
Policy Review Group (PRG):     Approval ___ Date ________________ 

 
Financial Impact: No financial impact 

Community Impact:  These amendments would support the city goal for Minneapolis as a 
premiere destination; provide more opportunities for licensed food businesses in 
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Minneapolis; encourage customers to expand their operations from the skyways to the 
public sidewalks; and create a more vibrant downtown atmosphere.   

The Minneapolis business community supports these amendments.  The current economy is 
challenging for the food industry and this affords an opportunity and visibility for additional 

 to hear about this project and 
ask questions at two industry meetings and informational meeting.  Ordinance amendment 

od vending on their public 
sidewalks.  We researched 15 major cities and found that most of them allow mobile food 

nstrates the other Cities practices and procedures for mobile 
vending vehicles.   

licensed business operations in downtown Minneapolis.   

There have been multiple opportunities for the community

language is on the Licenses and Consumer Services’ website.   

Supporting Information:   Many other cities license mobile fo

vending of a variety of foods that can be prepared within the vehicle.  The average license 
fee is $340.00 per year.  

The following graph demo

 

# City -    
(Alpha 

Ranked)  

Mobile 
Food 

Vendor 
License?  

What 
foods are 
allowed? 

Annual 
Fee 

Application               Regulate 
Process hours of 

operation? 

1 

 

Atlanta           Yes Prepackaged 
foods 

$75 new 
license fee and 

All businesses must have a general No 
business tax certificate, called a 

then based on business license. 
sales. 

2 Austin, TX    Yes Prepackaged 
foods or uncut 

raw fruits    
and         

Foods Prepared 
on Vehicle 

$90 

            
$210 

Permits expire annually, one year after 
the day they are approved, and must 
be renewed at that time.  

Units selling on City easements or 
sidewalks require an additional permit 
from the Right of Way Management 
Office. 

No 

3 Baltimore      Yes Prepackaged 
foods         
and         

Foods Prepared 
on Vehicle 

$150 The permit/license is in effect from July No 
1st of one year to June 30th of the 
next year. 

Require applicant to submit pictures 
from different angles of the cart/truck. 

4 Chicago        Yes Prepackaged $275  No 
foods 
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What 
foods are 
allowed? 

Annual 
Fee 

Application               
Process 

Regulate # City -    Mobile 
hours of (Alpha Food 

operation? Ranked)  Vendor 
License?  

5 DuPage County 
Illinois 

     Yes Prepackaged 
foods         
And         

Foods Prepared 
on Vehicle 

            
$225 

$375 

 
No 

6 Denver           Yes Foods Prepared 
on Vehicle 

$200.00 Criminal background check                  
Driving record/valid license 
Required Inspections:  Fire, Health, Zoning 
approval is needed if the vehicle will be 
stored in the city and county of Denver. 

No sales or offers 
to sell shall be 
made between 

sunset and      
10:00 a.m. 

 

7 Los Angeles   Yes Prepackaged 
foods 

 Persons operating food-catering vehicles 
may sell, provided that all of the following 
conditions are met: 

The vehicle must be registered with the State 
Department of Motor Vehicles. 

The vehicle must be approved by the County 
Health Department. The telephone number is 
(626) 430-5500. 

 

 

8 Minneapolis   Yes Prepackaged 
foods  

Mobile Food 
Vehicle  
$113.00      

Food Vehicle 
Inspection 

$62.00      
Plan Review 

$261     
Sidewalk Café 

$345   
Sidewalk Cart 

Vender     
$878 

Must be mobile on streets.  Prohibited 
downtown. 

9 a.m. – 10 p.m. 

9 New York         License:  “Nonprocessing Trucks”   

10 Philadelphia   Yes Foods Prepared 
on Vehicle 

$150 

Requirements:  
1) Health Department approval  
2) If business is operated from a motor 
vehicle, the tag number, year, and make of 
vehicle must be provided.  
3) If business is operated from a stand, cart, 
etc, description must be provided.  
8) If a business is a newsstand, a food 
license is required but only wrapped candy 
may be sold.  
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# City -    
(Alpha 

Ranked)  

Mobile 
Food 

Vendor 
License?  

What 
foods are 
allowed? 

Annual 
Fee 

Application               Regulate 
Process hours of 

operation? 

11 Phoenix         Yes Prepackaged 
Foods and 

Foods Prepared 
on Vehicle 

$330 

 

No larger than 24 feet long by 10 feet wide 
by 12 feet high, provided that the operation 
of attached venting while the unit is in 
operation shall not be cause for a violation of 
this paragraph.  

 

 A mobile vendor 
shall not operate 
between the hours 
of 10:00 p.m. and 
8:00 a.m. A mobile 
food vendor shall 
not operate 
between the hours 
of 2:00 a.m. and 
6:00 a.m. The 
mobile vending unit 
or mobile food 
vending unit shall 
be removed from 
the site in 
accordance with 
subsection (B)(1) 
above.   

12 Portland Yes Foods Prepared 
on Vehicles 

$800   

13 Seattle           Yes Prepackaged 
foods         
and          

Food Prepared 
on Vehicle 

$275 and 
additional site 

$65         

$305 and 
additional 

location $65 

  

14 St. Louis        Yes  $200   

15 Toronto, Ontario        License permits an “ice cream vending 
vehicle” which means a vehicle or other 
itinerant cart from which ice cream 
products, ice milk products, ice water 
products, popsicles or frozen dairy 
products are offered for sale to the 
public. 

 

16 Washington, DC         Starts in plan review. Needs Health 
Dept inspection certificate for 
compliance with DC food code 
regulations (DCMR Title 25) every 6 
mo. Inspection fee $100. Also needs 
certified food protection Manager  
identification. 202-535-2180 and  a 
“toilet facility use verification” showing 
that they have access to readily 
available toilet facilities. 
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 Staff Report:  The amendments would allow licensed food establishments to expand their 
operation to a mobile food vending vehicle that could park on a preapproved location within 
the Downtown Improvement District.  The applicants will be required to submit detailed 
plans of their vehicles and the proposed site.  The Downtown Improvement District and 
Public Works will provide advisory assistance to direct applicants to prospective sites.   

Once a completed application is received, the materials will be reviewed and approved by 
Business Licenses and Public Works.  The mobile vendor will be responsible for maintaining 
insurance and other regulations required of all food establishments.  

The amendment limits the number of vendors to 25 in the Downtown Improvement District.  
There has been feedback from the business community and from other communities that 
expanding the number and the eligible areas would be a positive consideration for the 
future.    

Staff proposes a license fee of $483.00 annually based on cost recovery for a total of seven 
hours inspection time at $69 per hour.    

Related Ordinances:  

MCO 91.105 Special inspection fees.  The fee for special inspections of a transitory project, 
including but not limited to carnivals, festivals and special events, or for special inspections 
to be performed during hours other than the normal working hours established by the 
director of inspections shall require the payment of an hourly fee as established in the 
director's fee schedule pursuant to section 91.70. 

MCO 186.50 Definitions.  All terms used in this title, unless expressly defined in this section, 
shall be interpreted as defined in the Minnesota Food Code, part 4626.0020, as they may be 
amended from time to time.  

MCO 188.250.  License fees generally.  The annual food license fees to be paid hereunder 
shall be as established in Appendix J, License Fee Schedule. 

Multiple Food Category Licenses: Establishments having a restaurant, grocery or food 
manufacturing license which also have other food category licenses shall have the fees for 
those other categories, except sidewalk cafe and short term food, reduced by thirty (30) 
percent. In the instance of any question of which fee shall be reduced, the most expensive 
shall be paid in full and any others reduced. 

MCO 188.480.  Mobile operation.  It shall be unlawful to open, to operate any mobile food 
vending or mobile food manufacturing vehicle in the city, unless it is licensed, operated and 
conducted in accordance with the following conditions:  

Minn Stat. 157.15 subd. 9, states, “a food and beverage service establishment that is a 
vehicle mounted unit, either motorized or tailored, operating no more than 21 days annually 
at any one place. 

 

 


