
 
 

Request for City Council Committee Action 
From the Mayor’s Office 

 
 
Date: February 2, 2005 
To: Ways & Means/Budget Committee 
Referral to:  
 
Subject: Marked City Vehicle or Car Allowance for the Chief of the Fire Department 
 
Recommendation: That the City Council amend Petition No. 255715 passed by the City Council on 
February 21, 1992, to provide the Chief of the Fire Department the option of either being provided a marked 
City car or being granted a car allowance of $200 per month.   
 
Previous Directives:  
 
Prepared by: Caroline Bachun, Assistant City Attorney Phone: (612) 673-2754   
 
Approved by: ____________________ 
 Mayor R.T. Rybak 
 Mayor of the City of Minneapolis 
 
Presenter in Committee: David Fey, Deputy Mayor 
 

Financial Impact (Check those that apply) 
_X_ No financial impact - or - Action is within current department budget. 
        (If checked, go directly to Background/Supporting Information) 

 ___ Action requires an appropriation increase to the Capital Budget  
 ___ Action requires an appropriation increase to the Operating Budget 
 ___ Action provides increased revenue for appropriation increase 
 ___ Action requires use of contingency or reserves 
 ___ Other financial impact (Explain):   

___Request provided to the Budget Office when provided to the Committee Coordinator 
 
 
 Community Impact:  
 Neighborhood Notification 
 City Goals: 
 Comprehensive Plan 
 Zoning Code 
 Other 
 
 
Background/Supporting Information 
 
On February 21, 1992, the City Council passed Petition No. 255715.  That petition provided for Charter 
Department Head benefits.  According to the petition, if the City Council determines that the Charter position 
requires a City vehicle to carry out job responsibilities, the department head would have the option of either 
being provided a marked City car or being granted a car allowance of $200 per month.   



 
The Chief of the Fire Department requires the use of a City vehicle to carry out job responsibilities. Such job 
responsibilities include, but are not limited to, driving to various fire stations and other locations for 
meetings, training, and oversight of staff; coordinating with the Director of Emergency Preparedness during 
emergencies; responding to fires and other emergency situations; and obtaining first-hand knowledge of a 
fire site to provide informed commentary to the media.  Because the Chief of the Fire Department requires a 
City vehicle to carry out job responsibilities, the City Council should amend Petition No. 255715 to provide 
the Chief of the Fire Department the option of either being provided a marked City car or being granted a 
car allowance of $200 per month.   
 
 


