
 
 

Request for City Council Committee Action 
From the City Attorney’s Office 

 
 
Date: July 18, 2005  
 
To: Public Safety & Regulatory Services    
 
Referral to    
 
Subject: Proposed Plan for Review of the City’s Regulatory Framework  
 
Recommendation:  That the Committee recommends that the City Council: (1) concur in the 
proposed five-year plan to review the City’s regulatory code and in its priorities, (2) approve the 
principles set forth in this memorandum, (3) designate the Regulatory Services Division as the 
lead department for implementation of this plan, (4) direct all city departments to include this 
initiative in its revised business plans, and 5) authorize the Regulatory Services Division to 
convene, as necessary, cross-departmental work teams to implement the plan. 
 
Previous Directives 
 
Prepared by: Jay M. Heffern, City Attorney  673-3272 
 
Approved by: _________________     __________________ 
  Rocco Forte      Jay M. Heffern 
  Assistant City Coordinator, Regulatory Services City Attorney  
 
Presenters in Committee: Rocco Forte, Jay Heffern  
 

Financial Impact (Check those that apply) 
___ No financial impact - or - Action is within current department budget. 
        (If checked, go directly to Background/Supporting Information) 

 
 ___ Action requires an appropriation increase to the Capital Budget  
 ___ Action requires an appropriation increase to the Operating Budget 
 ___ Action provides increased revenue for appropriation increase 
 ___ Action requires use of contingency or reserves 
 _x_ Other financial impact (Explain): As identified in departmental business plans 
          

___Request provided to the Budget Office when provided to the Committee Coordinator 
 
 
 Community Impact (use any categories that apply) 
 Neighborhood Notification 
 City Goals 
 Comprehensive Plan 
 Zoning Code 
 Other 
 



 
Background/Supporting Information Attached 
 
The City Attorney’s Office adopted 2004-2008 business plan includes an initiative to design and 
propose a plan to review the City’s regulatory code.  The City Attorney’s Office staff reviewed 
the current Minneapolis Code of Ordinances (with the exception of the zoning code) and 
developed the attached multi-year plan.  The proposed plan prioritizes the various code 
revisions into four categories: (a) public safety, (b) public health, (c) community welfare, and (d) 
business regulation.  In addition, the plan proposes lead departments responsible for working on 
specific code revisions and suggests a timeline for the completion of each category.  The four 
categories are intended to be in priority order.  Thus, the public safety category would be the 
first priority.  The City Attorney’s Office will work with each department to provide drafting 
assistance and legal services. 
 
If the review of the City’s regulatory code will be guided by the following principles: 
 

1. The City’s regulatory process should be streamlined as much as possible. 
2. The City’s regulatory code should be customer friendly and empower the users of City 

services. 
3. Obsolete provisions in the code should be repealed. 
4. Inconsistent and/or contradictory code provisions should be reconciled.   

   
 
Staff met both with council members and with affected department heads to explain the 
proposed plan.  These discussions resulted in some limited modifications and additions to the 
original plan.  The attached plan reflects these changes.  The affected department heads are in 
support of the proposed plan.  
 


