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2010 Capital Bonding Request 
Granary Road 

 
Project Title: 
Granary Road  
 
Project Location: Granary Road is located just north and east of the University of 
Minnesota Minneapolis campus and is bounded by I-35W on the west end and the 
City Limits on the east end. 
 
Total Project Cost: $43,700,000 
 
Request for State Funds in 2010: $5,300,000 
 
Request for State Funds in 2012: $5,565,000 
 
Request for State Funds in 2014: $3,750,000 
 
Non-State Funds Contributed to Project thru 2009: 
 $4,910,000 City Sources 
 
Project Description and Rationale: This request is for $5,300,000 in state funding 
to acquire land, pre-design, design and construct storm water and roadway 
infrastructure for the second phase of Granary Road between 25th Ave SE and 17th 
Ave SE in the SEMI University Research Park area. 

 
Granary Road will relieve University Ave SE and Interstate 94 of local trips between 
Minneapolis and St Paul and provide access to the SEMI University Research Park 
area. It will also provide alternative access to the University of Minnesota’s 
Minneapolis Campus and sports complexes including the new football stadium. The 
SEMI University Research Park area offers more than 500 acres of land prime for 
redevelopment – the largest open tract of land in the recent history of the City.  The 
area is a priority in the City of Minneapolis’ efforts to increase its high-technology 
industrial workforce.  It offers unique development opportunities due to its close 
proximity to the University of Minnesota and multiple Central Corridor LRT stations.  
The SEMI University Research Park is a Minnesota Biosciences Sub-Zone and federal 
Empowerment Zone. 
 
Although the SEMI University Research Park offers a prime location, it has been 
beset by all of the traditional barriers to redevelopment.  The area was once the 
transportation center for the commodities exchange that made Minneapolis the 
milling capital of the world.  That industry left in its wake contaminated lands, train 
yards and grain elevators. Remediation of polluted sites, demolition of the obsolete 
and abandoned buildings and the need for significant roadway and stormwater 
infrastructure improvements constitute costly roadblocks to redevelopment that the 
private sector will not bear.   

 
Statewide benefit:  The project is of local, regional and statewide significance.  
Granary Road will alleviate traffic problems in the area and will provide an alternate 
route for University Avenue SE after the construction of the Central Corridor LRT line 
with a Transit Mall on Washington Ave. It will also provide access to the SEMI/ 
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University Research Park, which is within the Minneapolis portion of the State 
designated Bioscience Zone and strengthen the University of Minnesota by enhancing 
its ability to attract and retain quality professionals and students.  It will strengthen 
the State’s economy by encouraging establishment and retention of technology 
based businesses.  The resulting increase in property values will enhance revenues 
for the state and all taxing jurisdictions. 
 
Total Project Costs: 
       
 Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 3 
Land Acquisition $4,700,000 $8,850,000 $6,130,000 
Pre-Design $150,000 $350,000 $300,000 
Design $650,000 $1,400,000 $1,200,000 
Construction $3,720,000 $8,750,000 $7,500,000 
TOTAL $9,220,000 $19,350,000 $15,130,000 
    
GRAND TOTAL   $43,700,000 
 
Project Schedule: 
 
2010-2011 Granary Road Phase 1 (25th Ave SE to City Limits) 
2012-2013 Granary Road Phase 2 (25th Ave SE to 17th Ave SE) 
2014-2015 Granary Road Phase 3 (17th Ave SE to 11th Ave SE) 
 
 
 
Project Contact: 
Kelly Moriarity 
Project Manager 
City of Minneapolis 
Public Works 
Transportation Planning and Engineering 
City of Lakes Building, Room 300 
309 2nd Avenue South 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 
 
612-673-3617 
kelly.moriarity@ci.minneapolis.mn.us 
 


