
 
 

Request for City Council Committee Action 
From the City Attorney’s Office 

 
 
Date: February 23, 2005 
To: Ways & Means/Budget Committee 
Referral to:  
 
Subject: Charles Halvorson v. City of Minneapolis and Minneapolis NRP 
 
Recommendation: That the City Council authorize payment of $3,750.00 as and for the city’s share of a 
a settlement of the case of  Charles Halvorson v. City of Minneapolis and the Minneapolis NRP payable to 
Charles Halvorson and his attorneys Saliterman and Siefferman, payable from Fund/Org. 6900 150 2400.   
 
 
Previous Directives:  None.  
 
Prepared by: James A. Moore, Assistant City Attorney Phone:  673-2063 
 
Approved by: ____________________ 
 Jay M. Heffern 
 City Attorney 
 
Presenter in Committee: Jay M. Heffern, City Attorney 
 

Financial Impact (Check those that apply) 
___ No financial impact - or - Action is within current department budget. 
        (If checked, go directly to Background/Supporting Information) 

 ___ Action requires an appropriation increase to the Capital Budget  
 ___ Action requires an appropriation increase to the Operating Budget 
 ___ Action provides increased revenue for appropriation increase 
 ___ Action requires use of contingency or reserves 
 _X_ Other financial impact (Explain):  $3,750.00 payable from Fund/Org. 6900 150 2400 

___Request provided to the Budget Office when provided to the Committee Coordinator 
 
 
 Community Impact:  
 City Goals:  Build Community 
 
 
Background/Supporting Information 
 
The case arose when Plaintiff requested, pursuant to the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act, 
numerous and varied records relating to activities and properties in the area of 48th Street and Chicago 
Avenue.  Plaintiff’s requests were referred to the City Attorney’s Office for response.  The City Attorney’s 
Office coordinated responses with various departments, including City Council offices, Public Works and 
Licensing.  The City Attorney’s Office also initially coordinated responses to parallel requests made to the 
NRP.  Unfortunately, it took some time for responsive documents to be compiled.  In addition, the 



documents received by the City Attorney were not always complete.  Plaintiff’s attorney sent repeated 
requests for access to city and NRP data.  The NRP failed to produce certain data that was being 
maintained by an architectural firm hired under an NRP contract to consult with a local neighborhood group.  
The contract provided that the data would remain NRP data, but the contractor did not provide everything to 
NRP and NRP consequently never produced the data to Plaintiff.  Plaintiff sued both the City and NRP, 
claiming violations of the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act.  NRP is separately represented in the 
lawsuit by Micheal Norton of the law firm of Kennedy and Graven. 
 
The parties engaged in court-ordered mediation under the auspices of former Hennepin County Judge John 
Borg.  A tentative agreement was reached that provides for the City and the NRP to each pay plaintiff 
$3,750.00 to settle all claims, including claims for attorneys fees.  The City and NRP also agreed to produce 
certain other data requested by Plaintiff within 60 days of the settlement and to pay the mediation costs. 
 
For the foregoing reasons the City Attorney recommends settlement in the amount of $3,750.00 payable 
from Fund/Org. 6900 150 2400, to pay ½ of the costs of the mediation and to execute any documents 
necessary to effectuate this settlement. 
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