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35W/Crosstown Construction Schedule Meeting

Public Open House, May 24, Richfield Lutheran

Diamond Lake Road Bridge to be removed June 2

Construction on 35W
and the Crosstown is
happening soon. In
fact, city residents have
taken notice of an in-
crease in activities re-
lated to preliminary
construction, including
mobilization and stag-
ing of equipment and
supplies, pre-
construction survey
crews, marking of trees
that will need to be re-
moved, clearing of
trees, and installation
of informational signs.
Although there may be
some temporary lane
closures associated
with the preliminary
activities, there should
be little disruption to
traffic until the main
contract work starts.

MnDOT anticipates
starting this work

the week of May 29.

A Public Information
meeting will be held
from 4:30 to 8 p.m.,
Thursday, May 24th
at Richfield Lu-
theran Church, 8
West 60th Street, Min-
neapolis.

Diamond Lake Road
Bridge is one of the first
big pieces of the pro-
ject. Under the present
schedule, construction
will start impacting
traffic the week of May
29 to accommodate
fencing and lighting re-
movals. The bridge
will be removed
June 2nd. Detour
routes will be posted.
More information will
be provided at the Pub-
lic Information meeting
through press releases,

Construction
preparation on the
Diamond Lake Road
bridge currently is
scheduled to start
impacting traffic the
week of May 29

MnDOT project web
pages and emails as in-
formation is available.

MnDOT has estab-
lished a hotline number
for project information
which is (651) 234-
~7501. In addition to
the hotline, MnDOT
will establish an email
list for construction up-
dates. MnDOT’s pro-

ject website (http:/
www.dot.state.mn.us/

projects/crosstown/) will
provide that informa-
tion when it is avail-

able.

MnDOT Project website- http://www.dot.state.mn.us/projects/crosstown/
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Minneapolis -St. Paul Airport
Runway Closure Open House

For two months this sum-
mer into fall, residents liv-
ing in areas surrounding
the Minneapolis-St. Paul
International Airport
(MSP) will notice a change
in where aircraft are flying.
The center section of the
south parallel runway
(Runway 12R/30L) will be
reconstructed. From mid-
August to mid-October the
runway will be shut down
and unavailable for land-
ings and takeoffs. Aircraft
that typically would have
used this runway will be
shifted to the remaining
three runways. The biggest

change will be the use of
the north end of the new
north/south runway
(17/35). Landings and
takeoffs on this runway
have been virtually non-
existent since its opening
in October 2005 because of
an agreement between the
MAC and the City of Min-
neapolis prohibiting use of
this runway to the north.
The MAC will take advan-
tage of a loophole in this
agreement which it asserts
allows runway use to the
north during such con-
struction projects. The
landing path will generally

For more info http://www.macnoise.com/construction/

The Minneapolis Promise

The Minneapolis Prom-
ise initiative coordinates
career counseling, sum-
mer jobs and college fi-
nancial assistance for all
Minneapolis public high
school students. Stu-
dents are encouraged to
begin developing a “My
Life Plan” for their fu-
ture during their gth
grade year.

The Minneapolis Prom-
ise is a cluster of coordi-
nated efforts bringing
together Achieve! Col-
lege and Career Centers
now in every Minneapo-
lis high school, STEP-
UP summer jobs and
college financial aid.

Two key components of
this initiative are the
Power of YOU program,

which provides two years

of post-secondary tui-
tion-free education at
Minneapolis Community
and Technical College,
Saint Paul College or
Metropolitan State; and
the University of Minne-
sota’s Founders Oppor-
tunity Program, which
covers full tuition and
fees for low-income stu-
dents.

In its first year, the com-
ponents of The Minnea-
polis Promise have
yielded significant re-
sults:
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follow a line straight out
from the runway. This will
place landing aircraft over
downtown Minneapolis
and neighborhoods north
of the airport, generally
following Cedar Ave.
Landings are more fre-
quent and lower in altitude
than departures. However,
they are also generally qui-
eter than takeoffs.

When in a northwest flow
scenario, planes will take
off of the north/south run-
way to the north over Min-
neapolis.

Next summer the center
section of the north paral-

« The College and Ca-
reer Centers have
helped thousands of
students in every Min-
neapolis high school.
Nearly 4,000 students
at Henry and
Washburn high schools
alone used a career
center in the first five
months of operation.

« Now in its fifth year,
STEP UP provided
1,323 summer jobs to
youth last year.

» The Power of YOU
enrolled 200 Minnea-
polis graduates in its
second year, an in-
crease of nearly sixty
percent compared to

lel runway will be recon-
structed.

Prior to the start of construc-
tion, the MAC will hold an
open house with staff avail-
able to answer your ques-
tions.

Open House
Monday, July 30
6:30-8:30 PM
Nokomis Recreation Center
2401 E. Minnehaha Pkwy.

For more information, please
visit the MAC website at
www.macnoise.com.

Or call the Noise Complaint
and Information Line at 612-

726- 9411.

last year. Seventy-five per-
cent of these are students
of color with median fam-
ily incomes of less than
$30,000.

« The Founders Opportu-
nity Program, serving low-
income students, has en-
rolled 214 students from
Minneapolis public
schools. Over the next
three years, the University
of Minnesota expects to
help 4,500 low-income
students — with minority
students making up 30
percent of the scholarship
recipients.
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How green is Minneapolis? GreenPrint report

tells the story

The Minneapolis
GreenPrint, a road-
map used to track the
City’s efforts to sus-
tain and enhance our
environment, is now

available. Minneapolis

GreenPrint is based
on the vision and
goals developed by
City leaders to create a
more ecologically sus-
tainable city.

The city’s first pro-
gress report for Min-
neapolis GreenPrint
was presented to the
City Council’s Com-
mittee on Health, En-
ergy and the Environ-
ment (HE&E) on April
16. Council Member
Benson is Chair of the
HE&E Committee.

There are many ac-
complishments in the
Minneapolis Green-
Print to celebrate. The
City:

« Achieved its first tar-

Full GreenPrint Available:

gets, exceeding two of
the City’s goals for
Permeable Surfaces,
implementing prac-
tices that protect the
quality of our lakes,
streams and the river.

» Had the lowest
amount of combined
sewer overflow on re-
cord.

« Greened its fleet by
expanding the use of
biofuels, car sharing
and hybrid vehicles.

« Completed its third
solar installation on
City-owned buildings.

» Passed a new ordi-
nance requiring all
new City-owned
buildings be built to
LEED (Leadership in
Energy and Environ-
mental Design) na-
tional green building
standards.

 Planted more than
6,000 trees and seed-

lings with community
partners.

« Launched the Min-
nesota Energy Chal-
lenge, with Minnesota
Center for Energy and
the Environment and
other partners, en-
couraging community
members to conserve.

 Expanded the city’s
network of bike routes
to 96 miles.

Minneapolis was re-
cently rated by Forbes
Magazine as the fifth
cleanest city in the
world. We’re known
for our sparkling lakes
and waterways and
beautiful, vibrant
parks and neighbor-
hoods. We want to
keep it that way.
That’s why protecting
and enhancing our
environment is one of
the City’s top priori-
ties.

http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/sustainability/GreenPrint07 home.asp

Electronic Newsletter

Council Member Benson publishes an electronic newsletter to keep you up to date on what is hap-
pening at City Hall. If you would like to receive this update, please e-mail me at
scott.benson@ci.minneapolis.mn.us and put the words “E-mail Update” in the subject line.

Find out what you can do to slow
Global Warming.
Take the Energy Challenge
www.mnenergychallenge.org

Energy Conservation
Grants

The City will soon re-
quest proposals from
community organiza-
tions for small grants to
fight global warming.
Successful applications
will help Minneapolis
residents take concrete
actions to reduce their
global warming foot-
print. The initial pro-
gram will consist of
$1000 grants. Details
are still being devel-
oped, but for more in-
formation, contact Gayle
Prest at (612) 673-2931
or
gayle.prest@ci.minneap
olis.mn.us

www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/council/ward1 1
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“How can we help?”

Call 311 for City information and services.

May 24- 35W/Crosstown Public meeting
4:30-8:30 PM Richfield Lutheran Church See Pg. 1 for details

June 2- Diamond Lake Road Bridge scheduled to be removed

July 12- Coffee with Scott
8:00-9:00 AM Mike’s Corner Store, 5601 Chicago

July 30- Airport Runway Reconstruction Open House
6:30-8:30 PM Nokomis Recreation Center See Pg. 2 for details

August 2- Coffee with Scott
8:00-9:00 AM Betsy’s Backporch, 5447 Nicollet Ave
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