
 
 

Request for City Council Committee Action 
From the Department of Public Works 

 
Date:  March 21, 2006 
 
To: Honorable Sandra Colvin Roy, Chair Transportation and Public Works Committee 
 
Subject:  Draft RFP for Solid Wastes Collection Services 
 
Recommendation:  Receive and File:  As directed by City Council on February 10, 2006 to 
consider these goals (under background information) and to present options to the T&PW 
Committee to further these goals. 
 
Previous Directives:   

February 10, 2006 City Council: Your Committee, having under consideration the 
issuance of an RFP for the collection of garbage, recycling, problem materials 
(metals) and yard wastes for one-half of the City’s dwelling units, for service 
beginning January 1, 2007, now recommends: 
Public Works is directed to negotiate an extension of not more than six months with 
MRI for the continuation of the current solid waste contract, extending the contract on 
identical terms and conditions to June 30, 2007. The contract for solid waste services 
will be subject to a competitive Request for Proposals process and the RFP shall be 
issued on or before April 17, 2006. The Transportation and Public Works Committee 
is directed to report back to the full Council no later than March 31, 2006 with 
recommendations as to the requirements of the RFP. Ostrow moved to amend the 
substitute report to refer to the Transportation and Public Works 
Committee for the purpose of setting a date for and holding a public hearing, after 
the required public notice, to consider adopting a resolution of intent to elect to 
exercise the option to further organize solid waste and recycling collection within the 
City by considering expansion of organized collection to include residential properties 
with more than four (4) units, commercial properties and properties in the downtown 
core and to follow the process and procedures set out in Minnesota Statutes, 
Whereas it is a goal of the City Council to ensure that women-owned and minority-
owned businesses have an equal opportunity to compete to provide solid waste 
collection services, to divide the portion of the City where garbage is not collected by 
City employees to consider these goals and to present options to the T&PW 
Committee to further these goals, including dividing the portion of the City where 
garbage is not collected by City employees into sectors into not more than four 
sectors. The RFP should allow proposals to collect garbage in up to four of these 
sectors. 
 
December, 2004 and December, 2005:  Approval of Business Plan for Solid Waste 
and Recycling Services, including competitive awarding of all contracts 

  
August, 2001:  Contract with Minneapolis Refuse, Inc. authorized for a five year term, 
January 1, 2002 – December 31, 2006. 

 
Prepared by: Klara Fabry, City Engineer – Public Works Director  673-2443 
 
 



 
Approved by: 
  ______________________________________ 

 Klara A. Fabry, P. E., City Engineer, Director of Public Works 
 
Presenter:    Susan Young, Director, Solid Waste and Recycling Services   673-2433 
 
 
Permanent Review Committee (PRC) Approval__Pending___ Not applicable _______ 
Policy Review Group    Approval_________ Not applicable ___X_____ 
 

Financial Impact (Check those that apply) 
_X_ No financial impact - or - Action is within current department budget. 
        (If checked, go directly to Background/Supporting Information) 

 ___ Action requires an appropriation increase to the Capital Budget 
 ___ Action requires an appropriation increase to the Operating Budget 
 ___ Action provides increased revenue for appropriation increase 
 ___ Action requires use of contingency or reserves 
 ___ Other financial impact (Explain):   

___Request provided to the Budget Office when provided to the Committee Coordinator 
 
Community Impact 
 Neighborhood Notification: Not Applicable    

City Goals:  Not Applicable 
 Comprehensive Plan:  Not Applicable 
 Zoning Code:  Not Applicable 
 
Background/Supporting Information: 
The draft RFP for collection of garbage, recyclables, problem materials and seasonal yard 
wastes has been discussed among the Council members.  The Goals that were stated by 
the Council members have been incorporated into the RFP provisions, where possible.  
Specifically: 
“Goal A: Ensure same quality of service, or a higher quality of service as we currently 
have”, is ensured in the Operational requirements, the service level appendix, and the 
evaluation criteria. 
 Pages 5, 30, Appendix Three 
“Goal B: Minority/Women/Small Business {owners} should receive priority consideration,” is 
ensured in the “Requirements” section of the RFP and in the Evaluation Criteria. 
 Pages 5, 16 – 17, 30, Appendix One, Appendix Two 
“Goal C: Explore City crews taking over entire contract area or portions of contract area,” 
was not a goal universally endorsed by the Council.   

It is the recommendation of the Director of Public Works that the draft RFP continue 
the present requirement that 50% plus 1 dwelling unit shall be collected by City 
Employees. 

“Goal D: Reduce Waste and encourage recycling” is included in the Customer service, 
customer education and operational requirements sections of the RFP. 
 Pages 5, 18, 30, Appendix Three 
“Goal E: Divide area of contracting into up to 4 specific areas, with proposals to be 
accepted on from one to four areas,” has been incorporated into the “intent to contract” 
section of the RFP. 
 
 
 


