
Minneapolis
City of Lakes

Minneapolis 
Tree Advisory 
Commission

 YOU can help 
• Preserve our elms. Work with a qualifi ed 

arborist to inject your healthy elms with a 
preventive fungicide. The average cost is 
$300 per tree, every two to three years. 
Neighbors can band together for a group 
discount. 

• Remove a sick elm from your yard ASAP 
— it is contagious. If your elm is diseased 
and marked for removal, have it removed 
right away. Do not store elm fi rewood in 
your woodpile unless all of the bark has 
been removed. 

• Plant a tree in your yard. Before planting a 
tree on your boulevard, call the Minneapolis boulevard, call the Minneapolis boulevard
Park & Recreation Board at 612-370-4900 
for a free permit.

Minneapolis lost 
10,000 elm trees
to Dutch elm disease in 2004 and 
could lose that many again this year. 
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• Give them TLC: water them every week during the 
growing season. Keep them trimmed. Place mulch in 
a large donut shape around the base. Keep the lawn 
mower and weed-whackers away from the tree trunk. 

• Donate to the citywide fund for planting and protect-
ing trees. Make tax-deductible donations to the 
Foundation for Minneapolis Parks, 2117 West River 
Road, Minneapolis, MN 55411-2227. 

Did you know . . . 
• Minneapolis was almost called “City of Elms” instead 

of “City of Lakes.”

• Minneapolis and Evanston, IL are the last strong-
holds of American elm trees in the U.S.

• In 1975, Minneapolis had more than 300,000 Ameri-
can elms. Today it has about 50,000. 

• Elms are succumbing to Dutch elm disease at the 
rate of 10,000 trees per year — we could lose our 
remaining elms in fi ve years.

Why should we save our trees?
• A mature tree shading your house can save up to 30 

percent on air-conditioning. 

• Mature trees boost your property value.

• A single mature tree can remove up to 48 pounds of 
CO2 per year and release enough oxygen to support 
two people. 

• Large trees remove 60 to 70 times more pollution 
than small trees. 

• A tree provides $3 to $7 in annual benefi t for every 
dollar invested in its care. 

Learn More! 
The University of Minnesota’s One-Stop resource 
on Dutch elm disease –

www.extension.umn.edu/yardandgarden/
DEDonestop.html

A new comprehensive Web site on tree care and 
information –

www.MNtrees.org
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