Request for City Council Committee Action
From the City Attorney’s Office

Date: May 24, 2002
To: Ways and Means/Budget Committee
Referral to:  None

Subject: Rekia Johnson v. City of Minneapolis

Recommendation: That the City Council approve settlement of this case by payment of $5,000.00
payable to Rekia Johnson and her attorney, David Lundgren, from Fund/Org. 6900 150 1500 6070.

Previous Directives: None

Prepared by: Ed@\Backst om, Assistant City Attorney Phone: (612) 673-2072

W,
Jay M. Heffern
City Attorney

Approved by:

Presenter in Committee:  Jay M. Heffern, City Attorney

Financial Impact (Check those that apply)
___No financial impact - or - Action is within current department budget.
(If checked, go directly to Background/Supporting Information)
__Action requires an appropriation increase to the Capital Budget
__Action requires an appropriation increase to the Operating Budget
____Action provides increased revenue for appropriation increase
____Action requires use of contingency or reserves
_X_Other financial impact (Explain): Fund/Org. 6900 150 1500 6070
__Request provided to the Budget Office when provided to the Committee Coordinator

Community Impact:
City Goals: Build Community

Background/Supporting Information

This case is venued in Hennepin County District Court and the Complaint has been served upon
the City, but has not been filed with the court. This is an accident claim that arose on June 24,
1998. The Plaintiff was driving a vehicle westbound on Lake Street and had stopped behind
another vehicle that was making a left turn. Plaintiff's vehicle was struck from behind by a City of
Minneapolis vehicle being driven by Scott Loges, a Public Works employee. Later that day Plaintiff
went to the emergency room at Fairview Ridges Hospital where she was treated for neck pain.
She later developed mid and lower back pain and treated with a chiropractor, Dr. Davidson, Mobile
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another vehicle that was making a left turn. Plaintiff's vehicle was struck from behind by a City of
Minneapolis vehicle being driven by Scott Loges, a Public Works employee. Later that day Plaintiff
went to the emergency room at Fairview Ridges Hospital where she was treated for neck pain.
She later developed mid and lower back pain and treated with a chiropractor, Dr. Davidson, Mobile
Rehabilitation, Minnesota Sport and Rehabilitation, Quello Clinic, and Wildenaur Clinic. She was
diagnosed as having a lumbar strain. The outstanding medical bills for this treatment are alleged
to be $5,494.01.

After the accident, Plaintiff could not return to work until mid August. She had worked full time as a
nursing home aid at $8.50 an hour. The Plaintiff is currently only claiming to have occasional
twinges. She has also modified her activities to avoid excessive lifting. Plaintiff is not claiming she
has a permanent disability.

The City vehicle rear-ended Plaintiff's vehicle which was stopped, and therefore it appears that the
City will be liable. There are no permanent injuries to Plaintiff and the injury did not result in
permanent work restrictions.

Plaintiff's attorney had demanded $30,000 to settle the matter. However, a settlement has been
reached to settle the matter for a lump sum payment of $5,000. Settlement for this amount has
been approved by the City Attorney’s Office Litigation Committee. The clear fault of the City driver
in this matter makes this a favorable settlement for the City.
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