
POW/MIA Flag Policy for the Council Chambers 
 
On November 7, 2008, the Minneapolis City Council accepted the gift of a POW/MIA flag from Ron 
Lischeid for the purpose of displaying it in council chamber during appropriate holidays to remember and 
honor the more than 88,000 U.S. military personnel who are, or were, prisoners of war or missing in 
action. (Resolution 2008R-510) 
 
Display of POW/MIA Flag 
 
 General 

The POW/MIA flag was created in 1971 by the National League of Families of American 
Prisoners and Missing in Southeast Asia. The flag grew from Vietnam, but has come to represent 
all the missing from U.S. military actions dating back to World War II, a group totaling 88,000.It 
first flew over the White House in 1988 and was installed in the Capitol Rotunda in 1989. In 1990, 
Congress adopted the flag as “the symbol of our nation’s concern and commitment to resolving 
as fully as possible the fates of Americans still prisoner, missing and unaccounted for in 
Southeast Asia.” 

 
 Days for Flag Display 

The POW/MIA flag will be on display in the Council Chambers for one week prior to: 
1. Armed Forces Day, the third Saturday in May 
2. Memorial Day, the last Monday in May 
3. Flag Day, June 14 
4. Independence Day, July 4 
5. National POW/MIA Recognition Day, the third Friday in September 
6. Veterans Day, November 11 

 
- The flag will be removed by noon on the first business day after each display period noted 
above. 
 

 
Display of POW/MIA Flag 
 
- The flag will be stored in the City Council storage area when not on display. 

 
- According to protocol (H.R. 1119 National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1998, SEC. 
1054. Display of POW/MIA Flag)  when on official display in the Council Chambers, the POW/MIA 
must be placed immediately to the left of the US Flag, with the state flag flying from the pole to 
the left of the POW/MIA flag.   

 
Roles and Responsibilities 
 

Elected Officials & staff  
The City Council Vice President as Chair of the Committee of the Whole (COW) will direct staff to 
place the flag in the chambers on the appropriate date and remove it on the designated date. 

 City Clerks Office  
The City Clerk will notify the Chair of COW and his/her staff in advance of the date the flag will be 
displayed and keep a record of the display and removal dates. 
 
 
(Reference documents will be attached) 


