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The Minneapolis Youth Coordinating Board (YCB) is an inter-governmental organization dedicated to
promoting the healthy, comprehensive development of Minneapolis children and youth through
collaborative action and policy alignment.

The YCB was created in 1986 through a state-authorized joint powers agreement between the City of
Minneapolis, Minneapolis Public Schools, Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board, Minneapolis Public
Library Board, and the Hennepin County Board of Commissioners. The YCB is governed by a thirteen-
member board of elected officials representing the partners, as well as a Minneapolis member from
both the Minnesota House of Representatives and State Senate, and the 4" Judicial District.

The YCB holds the following legislative priorities, which relate to the YCB's three goals.

YCB Goal #1: All Minneapolis children enter kindergarten ready to learn

* Invest in early education and childcare strategies that will provide access to high-quality school
readiness opportunities for children at risk for not being ready for school.

» Restore cuts to Early Childhood Family Education (ECFE) and Learning Readiness programs.
= Support the Ready for K Agenda.

* Support increased funding to expand availability of all-day kindergarten.

* Support an exemption for the statutory 25 day limit on paid absences for teen parents who receive
public child care assistance and are enrolled and participating in a school district program that
provides or arranges for child care.

» Authorize a district levy to replace state aid for High Five: the four-year-old kindergarten program.

YCB Goal #2: All Minneapolis children and youth succeed in school

* Increase the general education formula.

* Fund the Runaway and Homeless Youth Act, which was enacted in 2006 without funding.

* Restore growth factors (inflation) to the special education basic and excess cost formulas.

* Increase the Safe Schools levy that supports the Minneapolis Public Schools Safety and Security
office and funds school liaison officers.

* Support funding for after-school enrichment programs targeting at-risk youth, including restoration of
the After School Enrichment grant program.

* Expand children’s access to affordable, quality health care coverage.

YCB Goal #3: All Minneapolis children and youth are prepared for the opportunities and
challenges of adolescence and adulthood.

* Continue state funding for the Learn to Earn/Teen Teamworks summer youth job training program.

* Support continued funding for the Minnesota Youth Program and City of Minneapolis summer youth
job training program.
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About the YCB

The YCB does not provide services directly to children and youth. Rather, the YCB is a capacity-

building organization and pursues its goals through a set of overlapping strategies:

* Analyzing and disseminating information: collecting, synthesizing and communicating accurate

and timely information concerning issues facing children, youth and families.

* Convening: gathering key stakeholders to facilitate improved coordination, cooperation and

engagement.

* Building partnerships for action: supporting, coordinating or leading responses to concerns and

promoting effective policies and strategies for adoption across the city.

2007 YCB Board Members

Ex-Officio Members

Commissioner Gail Dorfman, Chair
Hennepin County Board

Jon Gurban, Superintendent
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board

Councilmember Elizabeth Glidden, Vice-Chair
Minneapolis City Council

Karen Kelley-Ariwoola, Vice President,
Community Philanthropy
The Minneapolis Foundation

Laura Watterman Wittstock, Secretary
Minneapolis Library Board Member

Frank Forsberg, Vice President, Community
Planning and Investment, Greater Twin Cities
United Way

Senator Linda Berglin
Minnesota State Senate

Kit Hadley, Director
Minneapolis Public Libraries

Judge Tanya M. Bransford
4t Judicial District

William D. Green, PhD., Superintendent
Minneapolis Public Schools

Pam Costain
Minneapolis School Board Chair

Commissioner Walt Dziedzic
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board

Judith A. Kahn, Executive Director
YCB

Peggy Flanagan
Minneapolis School Board Member

Mike Freeman
Hennepin County Attorney

Councilmember Betsy Hodges
Minneapolis City Council

Commissioner Peter McLaughlin
Hennepin County Board

Mayor R.T. Rybak
City of Minneapolis

Representative Neva Walker
Minnesota State House of Representatives
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