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MEMORANDUM 
 

DATE: February 24, 2004 

TO: Blake Graham, Planning Department 
Phil Schliesman, Licenses 

FROM: Neil Anderson, Planning Supervisor, Development Services 

CC: Barbara Sporlein, Planning Director 

SUBJECT: Planning Commission decisions of February 23, 2004 
 
 
The following actions were taken by the Planning Commission on February 23, 2004.  As you 
know, the Planning Commission’s decisions on items other than rezonings, text amendments, 
vacations, 40 Acre studies and comprehensive plan amendments are final subject to a ten calendar 
day appeal period before permits can be issued: 
 
ATTENDANCE  
President Martin, Vice President Hohmann, G. Johnson, Krause, Kummer, LaShomb, 
MacKenzie, and Schiff – 8 
 
Note: Due to a previously scheduled meeting running over its allotted time in 317 City 
Hall, the City Planning Commission was moved to room 220 City Hall. 
 
INTRODUCTION TO PUBLIC HEARING 
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
 
 
16. Text Amendment (Zoning Code Chapter 543, Ward: Citywide) 
 

(Jason Wittenberg)   
 
A.  Text Amendment 

The text amendment would authorize a variance/sign adjustment to allow 
flashing window or wall signs on large-scale museums.   
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Motion: The City Planning Commission recommended that the City 
Council adopt the findings and approve the text amendment. 

 
Staff Jason Wittenberg introduced the staff report. 
 
Commissioner LaShomb: Is there any limitation on the size of these signs and the 
frequency of use of these signs? 
 
Staff Wittenberg: Chapter 543 limitations on sign height would still apply.  There are not 
rules in terms of the time that you have to shut off your sign at a particular hour, but that 
could certainly be a part of any piece of the variance process. 
 
Commissioner MacKenzie: Why does the language refer cultural institutions, but the 
language specifically says museums.  What about other cultural institutions like galleries, 
theaters, libraries, downtown big buildings,… Doesn’t this accommodate them? 
 
Staff Wittenberg: Commissioner MacKenzie, those uses are already accommodated if  
they are in the downtown district or C-3A districts which is some of the area along the 
riverfront like the Mill City Museum.  We are also trying to limit the scope.  I think there 
is a concern about the proliferation of signs.  We don’t want to open the floodgates more 
than we have to. 
 
Commissioner Krause: I really don’t want to deal with this at MIA, so perhaps the 
Council could set a standard about signs within a certain number of feet facing residential 
areas.  And I think the Walker is further away from residential. 
 
Commissioner Schiff: I thought about that and I don’t think that will be as much of a 
problem.  This allows them to apply for a variance.  The MIA is in a historic district, 
which I believe would also require the approval of the HPC and I don’t see them 
approving a flashing sign in a historic district. 
 
Commission President Martin opened the public hearing. 
 
No one requested to speak to the text amendment. 
 
Commission President Martin closed the public hearing. 
 
Commissioner Krause moved approval (MacKenzie seconded). 
 
The motion passed 6 to 1 (LaShomb nay). 
 
 
 


