
Request for City Council Committee Action
From the City Attorney's Office

Date: October 03, 2006

To: Ways & Means/Budget Committee

Subject: Michael Thunzi Davis v. City of Minneapolis, Jarrod Roering, Jeff Hagen, & Tomma
Freunschuh 041-0610 United States District Court No. 04-4872 ADM/AJB

Recommendation: That the City Council authorize settlement of Michael Thunzi Davis v. City of Minneapolis, et al.
for the amount of $4,500.00 payable to Michael Thunzi Davis and his attorney, Albert Goins, from Fund/Org. 6900 150
1500 4000, and that the City Attorney be authorized to execute any documents necessary to effectuate this settlement.

Previous Directives:

Prepared by: Sydn N. Wood Assistant City Attorney Phone: 673-2625

*eu-k
Approved :

Jay M. Heffern
City Attorney

Presenter in Committee: Jay M. Heffern, City Attorney

Financial Impact (Check those that apply)
No financial impact - or - Action is within current department budget.
(If checked, go directly to Background/Supporting Information)

Action requires an appropriation increase to the Capital Budget
Action requires an appropriation increase to the Operating Budget
Action provides increased revenue for appropriation increase
Action requires use of contingency or reserves

X  Other financial impact (Explain): $4,500.00 from Fund/Org. 6900 150 1500 4000
Request provided to the Budget Office when provided to the Committee Coordinator

Community Impact:
City Goals: Build Community

Background/Supporting Information

This case involves allegations of excessive force by Minneapolis police officers surrounding
Plaintiff's arrest for Fleeing a Police Officer in a Motor Vehicle. Plaintiff refused to stop for Officers
Jarrod Roering and Jeffrey Hagan when he was observed speeding. He took them on a chase for
a few blocks before fleeing on foot. Officer Tomma Freundschuh knocked Plaintiff down and was
sitting on top of him when Officer Roering stated he slapped Plaintiff several times in the face with
an open hand. Plaintiff alleges he was struck with a closed-hand fist. A video of Plaintiff at the
ChemTest, shows Plaintiff with his eye bruised, bloody and swollen shut. It also shows him
repeatedly asking for a lawyer and pleading for medical attention. Officers then attempted to book
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him into Hennepin County jail but the nurse refused to accept him until he received medical
attention. He was diagnosed with multiple abrasions to his cornea and a contusion to the orbital
bone. His follow-up care instructions included seeing an ophthalmologist. He was given eye drops
and vicodin for the pain. Plaintiff claims he still suffers from double vision.

This case was filed in United States District Court in January 2005. The extent of Plaintiffs injuries
arguably is greater than the result of a few open-handed slaps. Additionally, Plaintiff was already
on the ground with an officer pinning him down when he was struck in the face by Officer Roering.
Under Plaintiffs version the necessity of any open-handed slaps is called into question. Further, it
is clear that Plaintiff requested medical attention numerous times and was only taken to HCMC
once the jail nurse refused to admit him. Even if Plaintiff were awarded only nominal damages by
a jury, the City would be liable for his attorney's fees, as well, which could be significant. At a court
ordered settlement conference, the Plaintiff agreed to accept $4,500.00 for full and complete
settlement of this matter, including attorney's fees. Deputy Chief Don Harris attended the
settlement conference and concluded the settlement was appropriate. For the reasons outlined
above, we believe this to be a prudent settlement in the best interests of the City.
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