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A Revitalization Plan for North 

Minneapolis’ Main Street











West Broadway issues:

Small customer market area

Structural deterioration

Public safety and nuisance problems

Aesthetically not very attractive or 
coherent



West Broadway Vision

A Main street

A Destination

A Community space

Meeting the local shopping needs of 
North Minneapolis residents

Offering sub-regional goods and 
services as well as destination 
“jewels.”

Supporting markets and festivals that 
activate the street and provide a 
community gathering point



West Broadway Alive

Community Engagement



Community Engagement:
Three Directions

Community Based
Steering Committee

Outreach for Public
Meetings

In-reach to Community



Advertising public meetings

Ethnic Outreach

Youth Outreach

Flyers
Newspapers
Radio
E-mail Distribution
Church Bulletins
Posterboards

Outreach Methods



Substantive (Main Course)

Enlivenment (Dessert)

Practical

Meaningful opportunities for input
A variety of modes of gathering input

Drill & Dance Team
Spoken Word
Short productions

Food and Childcare

Engaging Meetings (full meals)



Extending Process into Community
Street Interviews

Community events
National Night Out
North High Barbecue

Distributed Shopping surveys
By youth on their blocks
In W Broadway businesses

Attended neighborhood meetings



West Broadway
Plan Guidance



Future Land Use



Development Intensity



Design Guidelines—Objectives

Engage the community in the 
creative process

Design determines how West Broadway looks 
and feels.  Design on Broadway should:

Express community values

Make West Broadway 
distinctive

Unify the corridor



West Broadway Alive
Recommended Actions



201 W Bdwy—Master 
Development/Irv’s Bar
800 W Bdwy—AINDC/YWCA 
Development
1100 W Bdwy—Juxtaposition Arts 
expansion
2000 W Bdwy—Legacy, Multifamily 
rental housing
2027 W Bdwy—PCYC, Capri Theater
2119 W Bdwy/Delisi’s—Ackerberg, 
Delisi’s, KMOJ
2220 W Bdwy/Bean Scene—Dean 
Rose, Restaurant Expansion

Development Support

Action Plan—Short Term



Business 
support

Improving 
business mix

Marketing and 
branding

Security and 
safety

Action Plan—Short Term



Action Plan—Short Term
Façade Improvements

Improves the street appeal of 
property

Contributes to branding of 
commercial areas

Aligns regulation 
with desired 
future

Project begins 
summer 2008

Rezone 
Property

Great Streets façade 
improvement program, City 
Council action in April



Action Plan—Medium to Long Term

Expanded sidewalks

Complete streetscape buildout

Landscaped median

Traffic calming through curb extensions, 
signal countdowns

Not yet on Hennepin County Capital 
Improvements Program

Street reconstruction



Streetcar development

Action Plan—Medium to Long Term
Major redevelopment 
sites



West Broadway Alive
Implementation Progress



City investment 
West Broadway v. Other City Corridors

City Investment* per acre, 1999-2007
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Non-Existent Northside Private Commercial Investment

Source: Minneapolis Federal Reserve



Implementation Principles  
Be part of the 
solution
Create a shared 
vision with the 
community
Effective partnerships 
are critical 
Invest when crime 
falls
Focus attention to 
improve impact
High standards, 
expect results 



Our Success So Far 
1101 
Redeveloped

New Private 
investment at 
Coloplast, CVS, 
Cub, etc.   

$1.3 million 
Livable 
Communities 
Grant

Over $80 million 
in housing and 
commercial 
development 
since 2005



The Pipeline 
Juxtaposition and 
Master Expansion

50+ new housing 
units

Single family 
development in 
Cottage Park, 21st

and 27th and Penn 
Ave.

West Broadway 
Public 
Improvements and 
open spaces

1001 West 
Broadway 
Redevelopment



Support needed – Old North Library
Renovation 
of registered 
historic site

$4 million 
development 
cost

New 
Community 
Technology 
Center

Great 
Streets Loan 
Request 
April 2008.



Support needed – Broadway Plaza
New Anchor 
on Northside

$60 million 
development 
cost 

YWCA, 
Safety 
Center, New 
Retail

Great 
Streets Loan 
Request May 
2008.



Support needed – Five Points Building
Final City 
Commercial 
Building on 
Avenue

$3 million 
development 
cost 

KMOJ Radio, 
New Retail 
at Penn

Land Sale 
May 2008.



Questions 
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