Resolution of the City of Minneapolis

By Colvin Roy, Ostrow, Gordon, Hofstede, Johnson, Samuels, Lilligren,
Goodman, Glidden, Schiff, Remington, Benson, and Hodges

Honoring Richard H. (Dick) Smith for his service to the City of
Minneapolis during his career with the Department of Public Works

Whereas, Dick Smith started with the city in January 1972 as a Municipal Transit Aide and has
worked as Parking Systems Analyst and Management Analyst; and

Whereas, in 1991, Dick was appointed Director of Management Support, which evolved into his
current position of Assistant Director, Public Works, Director of Management Services and Budget;
and

Whereas, Dick Smith devoted 37 years to the Minneapolis Department of Public Works; and
Whereas, Dick Smith’s conduct as a Public Works professional has been exemplary; and
Whereas, Dick Smith is famous for many things, including his spatial filing system, explaining
complex issues with nothing more than a pen and a napkin, a near photographic recall for the many
details in Public Works, and a great sense of humor; and

Whereas, Dick Smith has always been involved with some aspect of enterprise-wide information
management since the late 1980’s, having served on the vintage Management Information Systems
Advisory Committee and more recently on BIS Business Advisory Group; and

Whereas, Dick Smith has represented Public Works and provided extensive institutional knowledge
and played an essential role in the establishment of the Minneapolis Development Review division;
and

Whereas, Dick Smith played a critical role in the year long budgeting process; and

Whereas, Dick Smith has continuously demonstrated vision, ingenuity and creativity in providing
solutions to Public Works and City issues; and

Whereas, Dick Smith has been the quiet, reflective repository of City and Public Works history,
customs, and facts; and

Whereas, Dick Smith sets an example of how to provide outstanding service to the community of
Minneapolis;

Now, Therefore Be It Resolved by The City Council of The City of Minneapolis:

That Richard H. (Dick) Smith be recognized and commended for the service and leadership he has
provided to the City of Minneapolis.

Be it Further Resolved: That the residents of the City of Minneapolis wish Dick Smith and his family all

the peace, happiness and prosperity the world can offer as he ends his exemplary career with the
Department of Public Works.

Passed, January 23, 2009

Barbara Johnson, President of the Council

Approved:

R.T. Rybak, Mayor

Attest:

Steve Ristuben, City Clerk



