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Supporting Information

Poor drainage on one property can sometimes result in problems for adjacent property
owners, including unsafe conditions (ice, flooding), property damage, and poor water
quality. The current complaint response is scattered across department lines with no clear
delineation of authority resulting in inconsistent or inadequate enforcement.

To address this issue, Environmental Services proposes the following amendments to
Chapter 52, Erosion and Sediment Control:

Establishing clear drainage standards for construction activity and grading, snow melt from
snow storage, sump pumps and downspouts

Creating violation penalties consistent with Regulatory Services processes and procedures
including administrative citations, assessments, license revocation and stop work orders

Exempts public utilities or agencies that have alternative regulations they must follow.

The proposed amendments will address the adverse impacts of drainage and centralize
accountability for enforcement within Regulatory Services.

Scope of Issue

The Environmental Services department handles complaint driven issues related to
drainage. We receive approximately 15 enforceable complaints a year related to drainage.
A majority of these cases can be resolved by redirecting downspouts. Only 2 cases we had
in 2010 would require any significant grading work or storm water management to address
the drainage issue.



2010-Or-____
AN ORDINANCE
of the
CITY OF

MINNEAPOLIS

By: Schiff

Amending Title 3, Chapter 52 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances relating
to Air Pollution and Environmental Protection: Erosion and Sediment Control for
Land Disturbance Activities.

The City Council of the City of Minneapolis do ordain as follows:

Section 1. That the title of Chapter 52 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances be
amended to read as follows:

CHAPTER 52. EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL AND DRAINAGE FeR+HAND
BASTORBANCEACTIHHES

Section 2, That Section 52.10 of the above-entitled ordinance be amended to read as
follows:

52.10. Purpose. The purpose of Chapter 52 is to control or eliminate soil erosion, an¢
sedimentation and reduce the problems associated with drainage within the City of
Minneapolis. It establishes standards and specifications for conservation practices and
planning activities which minimize drainage problems, soil erosion and prevent sediment
from entering curb and gutter systems and storm sewer inlets where if is transported to
lakes, creeks and the Mississippi River.

Section 3, That Section 52.20 of the above-entitled ordinance be amended to read as
follows:

52.20. Scope. Chapter 52 controls land disturbances, soil storage, arnd-erosion and
sedimentation, and drainage not meeting standards established in 52.275, reswlting-from
sueh-activities and establishes procedures for issuance, approval, and administration,
including, but not limited to, the ard enforcement of an erosion and sediment control
permit.

Section 4, That Chapter 52 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances be amended by
adding thereto a new Section 52.275 to read as follows:

52.50. Exemptions. The following activities are exempt from obtaining an erosion and
sediment control permit and from following the erosion and sediment control procedures



required in Chapter 52:
(1) Cemetery graves.

(2) Emergencies posing an immediate danger to life or property, or substantial flood or

fire hazards.

(3) Any activity by a utility or public entity subject to an alternative reqgulatory process,

including but not limited to projects by the University of Minnesota on its campus or

work in the right-of-way carried out by public or private utilities or road authorities.

(4) Any activity where the total volume of material disturbed, stored, disposed of or

used as fill does not exceed five (5) cubic yards or the area disturbed does not exceed five
hundred (500) square feet provided it does not obstruct a watercourse, and is not located in
a floodplain. (96-0r-042, § 1, 5-10-96)

52.275. Drainage Standards. All stormwater, including snow melt, shall be conveyed and

managed in the following circumstances so as not to cause unreasonable damage or

unreasonable environmental, health or safety conditions on adjacent properties:

(@8]

Construction or site alterations, including grade and elevation changes, shall

(2)

not be made that cause unreasonable concentrations of stormwater, including
snow melt, to be directed to adjacent properties.

Snow shall not be deposited by plowing, stockpiling or other artificial means

(3

that creates significant concentrations of stormwater which cause damage to
or creates unreasonable environmental, health or safety conditions on
adjacent properties.

Downspout and sump pump discharge shall be placed so that drainage is _not

(4)

directed within 80 compass degrees of the closest adjacent property unless
drainage within 80 compass degrees of the closest adjacent property has no
unreasonable impact on the adjacent property because of the distance of the
discharge point from the neighboring property or the effect of landscaping or
other facilities in place at the at the point of discharge. Concentrated
discharge from downspouts and sump pumps shall be directed to pervious
surfaces and shall not be directed to the public sidewalk.

Stormwater shall be managed, to the extent reasonably possible, as not to

(5

cause erosion or sedimentation to reach adjacent properties, right-of-ways,
any public storm drainage system, or public waters.

The City’s stormwater management system as defined in Section 510.10 in

this Code, streets, roads and other public right of way are not subject to this
section.

Section 5, That Chapter 52 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances be amended to
read as follows:

52.290 Enforcement. Fhreissuingauthoerity-shallberesponsible forthe-enforcementof

Chapter52-




The responsibility for the administration and enforcement of this Chapter and Minnesota
Rules referenced in this Chapter shall reside with the issuing authority as defined in this
Chapter.. This chapter does not create any rights of enforcement in others and does not

change the rights of property owners or occupiers or other third parties in regard to each
other.

Section 6, That Chapter 52 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances be amended to
read as follows:




Violation. (a) Any person who violates any provision of this chapter shall be quilty of an

ordinance violation and subject to the punishment and penalties of Chapter 1 and Chapter 2
of this Code.

(b) License revocation. Any owner or operator of land, buildings, or structures who
possesses a city license to conduct business, in addition to the fine, may have his or
her license revoked for failure to comply with this chapter.

(©) Stop Work Order. If any work requlated by the code is being performed in a manner
contrary to the provisions of the code or in_a dangerous or unsafe manner the
enforcement authority may issue a stop work order.

d) Continuing Violations. Each day of failure to comply with federal, state, or municipal
laws or rules shall constitute a separate violation of this Code.




