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MEMORANDUM 
 

DATE: 9/11/06 
TO: Gary Schiff, Chair, Zoning and Planning Committee of the Minneapolis City 

Council 
FROM: J. Michael Orange (612-673-2347, michael.orange@ci.minneapolis.mn.us) 
SUBJECT: Additional Information received regarding the DeLaSalle Athletic Facility Project 

since the 8/8/06 public hearing before the Minneapolis Heritage Preservation 
Commission  

 
 
I wish to address two matters with this memo: First, DeLaSalle High School filed an appeal on 
8/18/06 of the decisions of the Minneapolis Heritage Preservation Commission (HPC) as regards 
the proposed DeLaSalle High School Athletic Facility Project (Project). Consistent with past 
practice, the Planning Division staff report to your committee (dated 8/24/06) included the 
official action of the HPC in Exhibit 1. However, this action consists of the specific changes to 
the findings recommended to the HPC by Planning staff. For convenience, I have revised the 
findings in accordance with the HPC action and included it as the first attachment herein. 
 
Secondly, The Planning Division staff report to your committee included 16 items in Exhibit 5 of 
additional materials submitted during and after this public hearing. It has just come to my 
attention that additional materials were also submitted that were not included in Exhibit 5 and so 
I include them now for your committee’s review. 
 
The following is the list of the submittals already included in Exhibit 5 of the 8/24/06 staff report 
to the Committee (not included again herein): 

 
a Revised drawings from DeLaSalle High School (layout plan and landscape plan, and 

drawings A1 to A4) 
b Letter from Gary R. Johnson (received 4/18/06) 
c Letter to Jon Oyanagi from Jerry Bahls (received 4/24/06) 
d Email from Jackie Johnson Heilicher (received 4/24/06) 
e Letter from Patrick Scully to Council Member Gary Schiff (received 5/2/06) 
f Email from Chris Steller (with attachments, received 8/4/06) 
g Letter from Friends of Coldwater to the City Council (received 8/4/06) 
h Letter from Rhonda Gilman to the Minneapolis HPC (received 8/7/06) 
i Email from Nancy Romslo (received 8/7/06) 
j Email from Kyle B. Mansfield (received 8/8/06) 
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k Email from Linda Sheran (received 8/9/06) 
l Email from Eric Galatz (received 8/8/06) 
m Information from Edna Brazaitis (received 8/10/06) 
n Letter from Paul Clifford Larson to Philip Koski (received 8/10/06) 
o Letter from Harry and Joann Stevens to Michelle Dunn (dated 7/24/06) 
p Letter from Tracy Smith to Michelle Dunn (dated 7/23/06) 
 
The following is a list of additional materials submitted since the 8/8/06 public hearing before 
the Minneapolis HPC. Copies of these submittals are attached to this memo: 
 
q Letter from Katie Simon-Dastych to the HPC Commissioners (received 8/8/06) 
r Letter from Irene Jones, Outreach Director for the Friends of the Mississippi River, to 

Amy Ollendorf, HPC Commissioner (dated 8/3/06) 
s Letter from Bonnie McDonald, Executive Director of the Preservation Alliance of 

Minnesota, to Amy Ollendorf, HPC Commissioner and copy of testimony before the 
HPC (received 8/8/06) 

t “Preserving the Character of Nicollet Island,” Preservation Alliance of Minnesota et al. 
(received 8/8/06) 

u Letter from Sidney Berg to Amy Ollendorf, HPC Commissioner (dated 7/31/06) 
v  “Lighting Issues of the Proposed Football Stadium on Nicollet Island,” D’nardo Colucci, 

PhD. (received 8/8/06) 
w Letter from Don Sigglekow, General Manager of the Minneapolis Park and Recreation 

Board, to Christine Viken, dated 6/13/06 (received 8/8/06) 
x “A Statement Regarding the Public Hearing of a Certificate of Appropriateness for the 

DeLaSalle High School Athletic Facility, Nicollet Island, Minneapolis, MN,” from 
Christina Morris, Minnesota Program Officer, National Trust for Historic Preservation 
(received 8/8/06) 

y “Application for Certificate of Appropriateness for the DeLaSalle High School Athletic 
Facility on Nicollet Island” (not signed; received 8/8/06) 

z “Alternative Stadium Sites tat Preserve the Historic Cultural Landscape,” submitted by 
Bob Roscoe (however the author or date of the report is not included; received 8/8/06) 

aa Letter from Emily Stevens to Amy Ollendorf, HPC Commissioner (received 8/30/06) 
 
Attachments: 
• Findings of the Minneapolis Heritage Preservation Commission as regards the Certificate 

of Appropriateness for the proposes DeLaSalle Athletic Facility Project 
• Copies of the above-listed submissions (q-aa) 
 
cc: Jack Byers 
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Additional Information received regarding the DeLaSalle Athletic Facility Project since the 
8/8/06 public hearing before the Minneapolis Heritage Preservation Commission 

 
q Letter from Katie Simon-Dastych to the HPC Commissioners (received 8/8/06) 
r Letter from Irene Jones, Outreach Director for the Friends of the Mississippi River, to 

Amy Ollendorf, HPC Commissioner (dated 8/3/06) 
s Letter from Bonnie McDonald, Executive Director of the Preservation Alliance of 

Minnesota, to Amy Ollendorf, HPC Commissioner and copy of testimony before the 
HPC (received 8/8/06) 

t “Preserving the Character of Nicollet Island,” Preservation Alliance of Minnesota et al. 
(received 8/8/06) 

u Letter from Sidney Berg to Amy Ollendorf, HPC Commissioner (dated 7/31/06) 
v  “Lighting Issues of the Proposed Football Stadium on Nicollet Island,” D’nardo Colucci, 

PhD. (received 8/8/06) 
w Letter from Don Sigglekow, General Manager of the Minneapolis Park and Recreation 

Board, to Christine Viken, dated 6/13/06 (received 8/8/06) 
x “A Statement Regarding the Public Hearing of a Certificate of Appropriateness for the 

DeLaSalle High School Athletic Facility, Nicollet Island, Minneapolis, MN,” from 
Christina Morris, Minnesota Program Officer, National Trust for Historic Preservation 
(received 8/8/06) 

y “Application for Certificate of Appropriateness for the DeLaSalle High School Athletic 
Facility on Nicollet Island” (not signed; received 8/8/06) 

z “Alternative Stadium Sites tat Preserve the Historic Cultural Landscape,” submitted by 
Bob Roscoe (however the author or date of the report is not included; received 8/8/06) 

aa Letter from Emily Stevens to Amy Ollendorf, HPC Commissioner (received 8/30/06) 
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Minneapolis Heritage Preservation Commission Findings for the DeLaSalle High School 
Athletic Field Project 

 
The Minneapolis Heritage Preservation Commission approved the following findings at the 
public hearing held on 8/8/06 for the DeLaSalle High School Athletic Field Project: 
 
1. Historic designation: The DeLaSalle High School Athletic Field Project (Project) is 

located within the Nicollet Island Sub-District of the St. Anthony Falls Historic District 
(District), which is listed on the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) and locally 
designated. 
 

2. DeLaSalle application: DeLaSalle High School is applying for a Certificate of 
Appropriateness to construct the Project. This involves the vacation of the eastern half of 
Grove St.  
 

3. Contributing properties: Based on NRHP Criteria A and C, contributing properties in 
the Nicollet Island Sub-District include the following: The historic alignment of Grove 
Street, Grove Street Flats, the Nicollet Island Residential Area, the St. Paul and Northern 
Pacific Railroad, and the original DeLaSalle High School building. 
 

4. Effects of the Grove Street closure: Closure of a portion of Grove Street will constitute 
an adverse effect on the District.  

 
5. Compatibility of construction with District Guidelines: Many aspects of the Project 

including siting, height, and materials are incompatible with the Nicollet Island Sub-
District Guidelines and would have a lasting adverse effect on the District. Incompatible 
aspects include the height of the light masts, night time illumination levels, stucco siding, 
imitation stone, height of the retaining walls, and location of the stadium on the historic 
street.  
 

6. Other potential effects on the District: Potential off-site effects due to traffic, 
congestion, parking, lighting, and noise, including loudspeaker noise, will have a 
significant adverse effect on the District.  
 

7. Potential archeological resources: There is a high potential for the area to contain intact 
pre-contact (pre-Anglo-European) and historical archaeological resources that may be 
eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places.  
 

8. Potential mitigation for Grove Street closure: The measures proposed by DeLaSalle 
are not sufficient to mitigate fully the adverse effects to the District of closing a portion 
of Grove Street.  

 
9. Archeological Resources Assessment and Mitigation Plan: The measures proposed by 

DeLaSalle are not sufficient to mitigate fully the potential adverse archeological effects 
posed by the Project.  
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10. Outcome of EAW process: The analysis in the Environmental Assessment Worksheet 
(EAW) prepared by the City for the Project identified adverse effects on the historic 
resources in the St. Anthony Falls Historic District.  
 

11. National Park Service letter: The National Park Service (NPS) commented on the 
Project’s potential effects on the Comprehensive Management Plan developed for the 
Mississippi National River and Recreation Area (CMP/MNRA). The NPS concluded a) 
that the proposed mast lighting would adversely affect the District, particularly since the 
Island has 360 degree visibility; b) that the stadium lights would be out of character with 
the historic district and would be visible from all directions; and c) that the proposal is 
inconsistent with the historic preservation goals of the CMP. 
 

12. Minnesota Historical Society letter: The Minnesota Historic Society concluded that the 
feeling and setting of the historic areas and the Island would be adversely impacted. 
Among the factors contributing to this impact are potential changes in volumes and 
patterns of traffic, increased lighting, and general intensification of land use. The 
Minnesota Historical Society concluded as follows: “We conclude that the proposed 
stadium would have a significant adverse effect on the historical character of the island 
and on the St. Anthony Falls Historic District.” 
 

13. Other views: There is disagreement among interested parties as to whether the 
construction aspects of the Project (e.g. bleachers, press box, paving, retaining walls, 
fences, lights, loudspeakers, etc.) may also have adverse effects upon the District. The 
extensive public record created for the EAW for the Project and the ongoing record for 
the City’s permit review processes documents this disagreement fully. 
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