
 
 

Request for City Council Committee Action 
From the Department of Public Works 

 
 
 
Date:  January 16, 2007 
To:   Honorable Sandra Colvin Roy, Chair Transportation & Public Works Committee 
 
Subject: Revision to the Municipal State Aid Street System 
 
Recommendation:   

a) Passage of the accompanying Resolution requesting the Minnesota Commissioner of 
Transportation to make additions to the Municipal State Aid Street System of the City of 
Minneapolis upon release of CSAH 17 France Ave. from Lake St. W. to Cedar Lake 
Ave. 

 
Previous Directives: 

• T&PW action passed Nov. 12, 1993 and approved Nov. 18, 1993 approving a 
cooperative agreement (PW 24-20-93) signed Dec. 12, 1993 transferring 
jurisdiction of various county and municipal state aid routes. 

 
Prepared by: Rhonda Rae, Director of Engineering Services, 673-3627 
  Greg Schroeder, P.E., Capital Project Coordinator, 673-3718 
 
Approved by: 
  ________________________________________________________ 
  Steven A. Kotke, P.E., City Engineer, Director of Public Works 
 
 
Presenters: Greg Schroeder, P.E., Capital Project Coordinator 
 
Permanent Review Committee (PRC) Approval _________ Not applicable   X        
 
Policy review Group (PRG)    Approval _________ Not applicable   X  
 
Financial Impact (Check those that apply) 
      No financial impact - or - Action is within current department budget  (If checked, go 

directly to Background/Supporting Information) 
___ Action requires an appropriation increase to the Capital Budget 
___ Action requires an appropriation increase to the Operating Budget 
 Action provides increased revenue for appropriation increase 
___ Action requires use of contingency or reserves 
___ Business Plan:  ___ Action is within the plan.    ___ Action requires a change to plan. 
  X   Other financial impact (Explain):  This action will maximize the mileage we are allowed to 

designate on our State Aid System, thereby increasing our annual State Aid allocation 
from state gas tax funding. 



 
___ Request provided to department’s Finance Dept. contact when provided to the 
 Committee Coordinator 
 
Community Impact  
 Neighborhood Notification: N/A 
 City Goals: N/A 
 Comprehensive Plan: N/A 
 Zoning Code: N/A 
 
 
Background/Supporting Information 
  
The purpose of this letter is to recommend action that is necessary for the City to remain in 
compliance with the rules governing the Municipal State Aid (MSA) street system and maximize 
the City’s benefit from the Municipal State Aid allocation.  This is consistent with the City’s 
defined goals in that is will help maintain the physical infrastructure while maximizing outside 
funding sources to ensure a healthy, vital and safe city. 
 
The state aid system of streets is determined by totaling all local streets, approximately 900 
miles in Minneapolis, and multiplying this by 20%.  The 20% figure, approximately 180 miles, is 
allowed as a maximum by state aid rules with certain exceptions.  The exceptions are called 
trunk highway and county highway turn backs.  These turn backs are allowed to be placed in 
total on a city’s state aid system above the 20% base mileage, but only at the time of the turn 
back and must remain on the system to keep this turn back designation.   
 
In 1993 the City of Minneapolis entered into an agreement with Hennepin County to allow 
exchanges of jurisdiction of various city and county MSA roadways.  As part of the agreement 
the city agreed to a turn back of France Ave. from Lake St. W. to Wayzata Blvd.  At the time of 
the route transfer, Hennepin County did not reach agreement with the cities of St. Louis Park 
and Golden Valley for their part of the route to be turned back.  Recently, Hennepin County has 
reached agreement with those cities and the remaining part is for the City of Minneapolis to 
designate France Ave. from Lake St. to Cedar Lake Ave. as an MSA roadway.  This designation 
will be a county road turn back and will allow us to maintain Cedar Lake Ave. and Sunset Blvd. 
as MSA routes, as this is a border route with St. Louis Park it also allows St. Louis Park to keep 
W. 26th St. on their MSA system.  The designation of this route will have no affect on our current 
state aid system as the turn back mileage is allowed by statute to be designated fully to the 
state aid system. 
 
 
 
Att.: Map of Revision 
 Copy of agreement PW 24-20-93 
 



The street proposed for addition to the MSA system is due to the revocation of county state aid 
designation on France Ave. (CSAH 17) in the city.  As a former CSAH route, this route is eligible 
to be designated to our system of MSA streets over the 20% limit as a county highway turn 
back. 
 
 Minneapolis MSA Route 453, France Ave. from Lake St. W. to Cedar Lake Ave. 
 (0.36 miles) 
 
 This proposed addition would be added to the MSA system replacing the designation of 
 CSAH 17.   Add 0.36 miles 




















