
 

Request for City Council Committee Action 
from the Department of Regulatory Services 

Date   March 20, 2006 

To   Honorable Scott Benson, Chair, Health Energy & Environment  

Referral to  None 

Subject Adoption of Sustainability Targets and Revised Sustainability 
Indicators 

Recommendation   
1. Approve Targets Related to the City’s Sustainability Indicators. 
2. Amend 5 of the Sustainability Indicators to better reflect the intent. 
3. Approve new Air Quality Sustainability Indicator and related Target.  

Previous Directives   

Resolution 2005R-251: Adopting 23 Minneapolis Sustainability Indicators and further staff 
direction.  

Resolution 2003R-133: Sustainability Plan Resolution originating the Sustainability process. 

 

Prepared or Submitted by:  Gayle Prest, Environmental Services  673-2931 

Approved by 

 

_______________________________ 

Rocco Forte, Assistant City Coordinator 

Permanent Review Committee (PRC)  Approval _____  Not Applicable _X_ 
  

Policy Review Group (PRG)  Approval ____ Date of Approval ____ Not Applicable _X_ 
 

Presenters in Committee: Gayle Prest/Lori Olson, Environmental Management and Safety  

 

Financial Impact (Check those that apply) 

_X_ No financial impact (If checked, go directly to Background/Supporting Information). 

___ Action requires an appropriation increase to the ____ Capital Budget or ____ Operating 
Budget. 

___ Action provides increased revenue for appropriation increase. 



___ Action requires use of contingency or reserves. 

___ Business Plan: __X_ Action is within the plan.    ____ Action requires a change to plan. 

___ Other financial impact (Explain): 

___ Request provided to department’s finance contact when provided to the Committee 
Coordinator. 

 

Community Impact (use any categories that apply) 

Neighborhood Notification 

X City Goals  (Amended Goal #6 related to Sustainability) 

X Comprehensive Plan  (Sustainability Amendment) 

Zoning Code 

Other 

 

Background/Supporting Information Attached 

Sustainability is often referred to as meeting current needs without sacrificing the ability of 
future generations to meet their own needs by balancing environmental, economic and 
social (equity) concerns. 

In 2003, the Minneapolis City Council adopted Resolution 2003R-133 which initiated the 
development of the Minneapolis Sustainability Plan, its integration into the Minneapolis Plan, 
and the use of sustainability principles to guide City decision making. The resolution 
intended to create a process in which Minneapolis could truly become a sustainable city and 
methods with which to measures itself. 

 

In 2005, the Council adopted the following: 
 Minneapolis Sustainability Plan: Text Amendment to the Minneapolis Plan:  A 

text amendment was developed by CPED (with public input via the Minneapolis Planning 
Commission) to incorporate language into the introductory chapter of the Minneapolis 
Plan, introducing the concept of sustainability, and the use of sustainability guidelines in 
City decision making and policy setting.   

 
 Amendment of City Goals: City Goal 6 was revised to further reflect the common 

definition of sustainability: “Preserve and enhance our environmental, economic and 
social realms to promote a sustainable Minneapolis.”   

 
 Minneapolis Sustainability Indicators: 23 Sustainability Indicators were adopted the 

City Council to reflect areas that the City aspired to improve.  The initial indicators were 
developed out of two public roundtable meetings through a grant from the Minnesota 
Office of Environmental Assistance which involved approximately 100 residents and 
professionals. 

 

The 2005 Resolution includes “… the City Council shall adopt 10-year targets for each 
indicator starting in 2006”.  The discussion at the time was that it was important to know 



where the City is currently and ideally where we would like to be in the future as it relates 
to the Indicators.  

 

As a result, the Environmental Coordinating Team (ECT) formed a Sustainability Steering 
Committee comprised of key department personnel, including the Business Planning staff, to 
develop the targets.  In addition, the City’s Citizen Environmental Advisory Committee 
(CEAC) has also provided recommendations to the ECT on the proposed Targets including 
the recommendation of a new Air Quality Indicator and related Target.  The discussions 
among the Citizen’s Environmental Advisory Committee and ECT led to modifications of 
many of the first draft Targets. Health related Targets were discussed at the February 28 
Minneapolis Public Health Advisory Committee. 

 

Proposed Targets: 
 Attachment 1 is the proposed Targets, including baseline information as supported by the 
ECT at their December 8 and February 22 meetings.  

 ECT also proposed that some Indicator titles be changed to better reflect the intent. 
 CEAC recommends that the ECT formally review and revise each of the indicator targets 
on a five-year basis.  

 

Next Steps: 
 Present Minneapolis Sustainability Indicators Annual Report to the City Council in mid 
2006 and annually thereafter for discussion on progress and challenges per Resolution 
2005R-251.  This will be an opportunity for the Council to review trend data along with 
associated activities and discuss work priorities.  

 Revise City’s website to provide better sustainability information. 
 Continue to gather stronger baseline data.  This is especially true for those Indicators 
regarding greenhouse gas emissions, renewable energy and homelessness.  

 Work with City Coordinator’s Office on methods of integrating into Business Planning and 
Budgeting process. 

 

Cc:  Sustainability Steering Committee members  

      CEAC members 

 

Attachment 1:  Sustainability Indicators/Target Matrix 

 


