
 
 

Request for City Council Committee Action 
From the City Attorney’s Office 

 
 
Date: June 1, 2005 
To: Ways & Means/Budget Committee 
Referral to:  
 
Subject: Irene Griffin  v. City of Minneapolis, et al. 
 
Recommendation: That the City Council approve settlement of this matter for the sum of $1,500.00 
payable to Irene Griffin and her attorney John Dunlap from Fund/Org. 6900 150 1500 6070 and further 
authorize the City Attorney’s Office to execute all documents necessary to finalize the settlement.     
 
Previous Directives:  
 
Prepared by: Edward Backstrom, Assistant City Attorney Phone:  673-2072 
 
Approved by: ____________________ 
 Jay M. Heffern 
 City Attorney 
 
Presenter in Committee: Jay M. Heffern, City Attorney 
 

Financial Impact (Check those that apply) 
___ No financial impact - or - Action is within current department budget. 
        (If checked, go directly to Background/Supporting Information) 

 ___ Action requires an appropriation increase to the Capital Budget  
 ___ Action requires an appropriation increase to the Operating Budget 
 ___ Action provides increased revenue for appropriation increase 
 ___ Action requires use of contingency or reserves 
 _X_  Other financial impact (Explain):  Fund/Org 6900 150 1500 6070 

___Request provided to the Budget Office when provided to the Committee Coordinator 
 
 
 Community Impact:  
 City Goals:  Build Community 
  
 
Background/Supporting Information 
 
This lawsuit arises from Ms. Griffin falling on a city sidewalk on August 20, 2001. Ms. Griffin drove to lunch 
at Sally’s Saloon located at 712 Washington Avenue SE, a number of blocks from where she worked.   She 
parked her car on the north side of Washington Ave. and crossed the street in the middle of the block.  
When she reached the south side of the street, she was in front of Sally’s Saloon.  She stepped onto the 
curb and immediately fell face first onto the sidewalk.  She states she stepped on something and her foot 
moved to the side.  She alleges the unevenness of the bricks used to pave the sidewalk caused her to fall.    
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The last general inspection of the sidewalks in the area of the fall was done by the City in 1992.  The City 
had no actual notice of a defect in the sidewalk prior to August 20, 2001.  However another part of sidewalk 
in the same block was inspected and patched a month before Ms. Griffin’s fall.  
 
Ms. Griffin has received extensive medical treatment for problems which she attributes to her August 20, 
2001, fall. On August 20, 2001, Ms. Griffin went to the Bloomington–Lake Clinic complaining of facial pain 
and lateral left hand pain.  X-rays showed she had mild left lateral deviation and fracture of her nasal bone.  
In August 2002, she complained about neck pain and complained of shooting pains down her arm & wrist.  
On August 28, 2002 she had an MRI which showed a C3-4 and C4-5 disc bulging, C6-7 disc bulging, and 
T1-2 & T2-3 mild disc bulging.  In September 2002, she complained of right arm pain and neck pain, and 
complained that she had trouble sleeping. In November, 2002, she complained of neck pain radiating 
towards her right shoulder. 
 
In January 2003 she started treating with Town Care Chiropractic for headaches, bilateral neck pain, upper 
back pain, and lower back pain.  She treated with the Chiropractor until August 13, 2003.  In July 2003 she 
treated at Bloomington-Lake Clinic for neck & arm pain and headaches.  In 2004 she treated at Health 
Partners Riverside Clinic and Millenium Neurosurgery for complaints of chronic lower back pain and pain 
radiating through her buttock and into her right leg.  At that time her complaints of neck and mid-back pain 
had resolved.  On July 16, 2004, after further testing, a L3-4 decompressive laminectomy was preformed on 
Ms. Griffin.  The surgery resulted in freedom from leg pain and significantly improved low back pain.  
 
However, Ms. Griffin had a number of similar complaints after an automobile accident in 1997.  As a result 
of that accident she treated with Town Care Chiropractic for headaches, bilateral neck pain, bilateral middle 
back pain, bilateral hip pain, left elbow stiffness & weakness, and wrist pain.  She was seen by the 
chiropractor regularly from the time of the accident until March 12, 1998, at which time she still complained 
of severe neck, upper, and mid back pain.  Therefore an independent medical examination would be 
needed to dispute that the August 20, 2001 fall caused of most of her medical problems. 
 
Prior to incurring costs of an independent medical examination and court ordered mediation, a tentative 
settlement has been reached with Ms. Griffin.  The plaintiff has agreed settle her claim against the City of 
Minneapolis for $1500.00.  The City Attorney’s office recommends the City Council approve the proposed 
settlement.    
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