MINNEAPOQLIS - ST. PAUL INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

Phasing Improvements

Improvements must be phased and constructed in response
to demand. Balancing passenger loads between the two
terminals is essential; initial development is expected to
focus on an expansion of the Humphrey Terminal to
accommodate growing demand and the relocation of
some airlines from the Lindbergh Terminal. A second
phase of development would further improve and expand
the Lindbergh Terminal. A final phase of development
would see both facilities improved to meet full potential
for meeting forecast demand in 2030.

Schedule

Development of the LTCP includes five steps as presented
on Page 1. Steps 1 through 4 have been completed as of
July 31, 2009. The final task includes the selection of a
preferred concept for development, refinement of the
selected concept, development of a phasing plan and
preliminary development schedule, and documentation of
the LTCP development process. The update to the LTCP will
be complete in the fall 2009.
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Purpose of the Plan

The Metropolitan Council adopted guidelines to integrate
information pertinent to planning, developing, and
operating the region’s airports in a manner compatible with
their surrounding environs. The process to ensure this orderly
development is to be documented in a Long Term
Comprehensive Plan (LTCP) for each airport. Recognizing
the dynamic nature of the aviation industry, the plans are to
be updated regularly. The original LTCP for MSP was
completed in 1996. The 2009 update will be the first
revision to the LTCP and will reflect substantial changes to
MSP and the aviation industry over the previous 13 years.

Contents of the Plan

The LTCP identifies the type and location of facility
improvements needed to safely and efficiently
accommodate aviation demand through the year 2030.
The LTCP also provides guidance for phasing airport
improvements during the development period.

Process

The LTCP is developed in five steps:

1. Inventory existing facilities and assess their condition and
capacity

2. Prepare a forecast of aviation demand for the next 20
years

3. Determine required facility improvements to meet the
demand

4. Develop concepts for facility improvements

5. Evaluate concepts and select a preferred option as the
LTCP

Inventory

Existing facilities at MSP were inventoried and their
conditions and capacities assessed. The inventory shows
that future plans for MSP will require careful consideration
of balancing airfield capacity, terminal capacity, and
landside capacity. In addition to properly balancing the
capacities of these three functional elements of the airport,
more efficient balance and utilization of the airport’s two
terminal complexes will require consideration.

Forecast

Forecasts of annual passenger boardings and aircraft
operations (take-offs and landings) were completed in
June 2009. They show that passenger boardings are
expected to increase by over 73% by 2030, growing
from 16.4 million to 28.4 million. Total aircraft
operations at MSP are expected to grow by about 40%
from 450,000 to 630,000 by 2030. The current
economic recession has resulted in declines in both
boardings and operations at MSP since 2006. Passenger
boardings are expected to return to previous levels in
2013, while operations are expected to return to
previous levels in 2019.
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Facility Requirements Concepts
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