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Gearing up for a successful opening at 
Target Field 

Coming Downtown this weekend? Plan ahead to minimize delays and 
enjoy the fun 

 

March 25, 2010 (Minneapolis) Minneapolis is excited to host a number of events this 
weekend, including a University of Minnesota baseball game, a Minnesota Twins open 
house, the Minnesota State High School Boys’ Basketball Tournament, and a Minnesota 
Timberwolves game.  
 

Getting where you’re going 
 
The first major event at Target Field provides the perfect opportunity for fans to test their 
travel plans to Target Field and Target Center, as well as to get to know the neighborhood 
around the two venues. This urban setting provides a transportation opportunity to meet 
every fan’s desired experience, whether they want to drive, ride a bus, take a train, or bike 
or walk. 

When visiting Downtown, Target Field, or Target Center, there are four tips people should 
remember to minimize delays and maximize their enjoyment of all the activities happening 
Downtown. 

1. Plan ahead – Visit www.DestinationTargetField.com or www.targetcenter.com to 
learn more about all your transportation choices. 

2. Let the past be your guide – If you’re used to going to games at the 
Metrodome, your old parking place will probably work just fine for games at the 
new ballpark. Target Field and Target Center are just 12 blocks from the 
Metrodome. 

3. Consider transit – Target Field and Target Center are extremely transit-friendly 
facilities, and it’s easy to get there by light rail, commuter train, or bus. 

4. Come early/Stay late – Take part in pre and post-game activities, shopping, 
dining, and other entertainment. Enjoy the extra time to experience all 
Downtown has to offer, and avoid transportation delays. The Warehouse District 
looks forward to welcoming fans before and after Target Field and Target Center 
events. 

 
 

(more) 
 
 

http://www.destinationtargetfield.com/
http://www.targetcenter.com/


Downtown parking 
 
If you plan to come early and stay late, the ABC and Hawthorne ramps adjacent to Target 
Field and Target Center are a great parking option, but they will take time to empty after 
the events. If you must leave right after the event, consider parking farther away and 
walking to your destination. Ramps A and B are directly connected to Target Plaza and 
provide access for fans with disabilities. 
 
The ABC Ramps will be available for event parking this weekend, as construction finishes up 
on some improvements at the ramps. The Ramp B 5th Street Entrance/Exit will be open 
March 27, and for the Twins exhibition games April 2 and 3. The new 2nd Avenue 
Entrance/Exit and the I-394 entrance in Ramp B are expected to be complete before the 
Twins season opener April 12. 
 
Taking transit 
 
The Hiawatha light-rail line will be a key transit option for the Gopher game this weekend at 
Target Field. Metro Transit will have staff members at Hiawatha’s Target Field Station, Fort 
Snelling Station, 28th Avenue Station and Mall of America station to acquaint fans with light-
rail service. Extra trains will be provided post game. 
 
New Twins Express Route 679 will start operating between Minnetonka and Target Field on 
game days beginning April 2, and Northstar commuter rail service to Twins games will begin 
with the regular-season home opener on April 12. 
 
Managing traffic 
 
Beginning with this Saturday’s game, the City of Minneapolis will take a number of steps 
designed to ease congestion and improve safety for drivers and pedestrians around the 
ballpark. The traffic volumes that come with an urban ballpark like Target Field will be 
substantial, so some congestion and delays at peak times is unavoidable. The City’s plan is 
designed to minimize delays and enhance the experience of anyone who comes Downtown 
on game day. 
 
Traffic signal timing patterns at more than 60 intersections will be set up to move higher 
volumes of cars, and dynamic messaging signs throughout Downtown will provide real-time 
information to help drivers get around. Also, 20 traffic control agents and police reserve 
officers will direct traffic during games. 
 
There will also be some parking restrictions and short-term street closures on game days, 
beginning this Saturday. Starting at 8 a.m., there will be no parking on 1st Avenue from 
Washington Avenue to 8th Street. Parking will also be restricted on 6th Street from 2nd 
Avenue North to Hennepin Avenue. Parking will re-open about an hour after the game ends. 
 
Some street closures are also planned: 
 

• Because many pedestrians will be converging on 1st Avenue near the ballpark, City 
crews will monitor the traffic and pedestrian situation closely. The City intends to 
keep the street open before games, however, if traffic and pedestrian congestion 
begins to cause safety issues, 1st Avenue may be closed from 4th to 6th streets within 
the hour before game time. Cross streets would remain open.  

 
 

(more) 
 



• As the game ends, 1st Avenue will close from 4th to 6th streets, and 6th Street will 
close from 2nd Avenue North to 1st Avenue. The intersection of 6th Street and 1st 
Avenue will also be closed. The post-game closures will last 30 minutes to an hour. 
Closing those streets as waves of game-goers leave the ballpark will improve safety 
for pedestrians and avoid sending vehicles into areas where pedestrians may inhibit 
traffic movement during the busiest time just after the game. 

 
As fans leave the area, Hawthorne Avenue (the southern end of 1st Avenue) will be 
expanded to three southbound lanes following games from 8th to 12th streets. This will 
create more street capacity to accept traffic exiting nearby parking ramps, and to facilitate 
traffic flow to Interstate 394 at 12th Street. 
 

Events this weekend 
 

• The Minnesota Twins open the doors to Target Field this Saturday for a public open 
house. For a $2 ticket, visit the new home of the Twins and cheer on the University 
of Minnesota Golden Gophers baseball team as they host Louisiana Tech at the new 
ballpark. Tickets go on sale at 8 a.m. The Target Field gates open at 9 a.m. and the 
first pitch for the Gophers game is at 1 p.m. Attendance at the open house will be 
capped at 25,000. 

 
MEDIA PHOTO OPPORTUNITY: The Gophers baseball team will celebrate playing 
the first game at Target Field by riding the Hiawatha light rail line from the 
Metrodome to Target Field. The Gophers players will board the 9:34 a.m. train at the 
Metrodome for the short ride to Target Field. 
 

• Target Center welcomes the 2010 Minnesota State High School Boys’ Basketball 
Tournament this weekend and expects 18,000 – 20,000 visitors throughout the day 
on Saturday. Reserved seats and general admission tickets will be sold for the games 
and can be purchased at Target Center’s box office on Saturday. Doors are 
scheduled to open approximately one hour prior to each session start time. Game 
times for Saturday are as followed: 

o Class A Game: Noon 
o Class AA Game: 2 p.m. 
o Class AAA Game: 6 p.m. 
o Class AAAA Game: 8 p.m. 

 
• The Minnesota Timberwolves host the Phoenix Suns this Sunday, March 28. Doors 

open at 4:30 p.m., tip-off is schedule for 6 p.m.  
 

Making game days a great experience 
 
Folks in government, business, transportation, tourism, and others have all been working to 
get ready for game day. Many efforts are underway to make sure people get into and out of 
Downtown as smoothly as possible, and to make sure they have a good time while they’re 
here. 
 
Many City departments, the Minnesota Twins, Minnesota Ballpark Authority, the Minnesota 
Department of Transportation, Hennepin County, Metro Transit, ABC Ramps, the Warehouse 
District Business Association, Target Center, and others are all taking steps to make game 
day a success. To help fans plan ahead and make the most of their Target Field experience, 
these partners have collaborated to create DestinationTargetField.com on the Minnesota 
Twins Web site. The site helps folks explore all their options for getting to the game, 
whether it’s by car, on a bus or train, or by biking or walking. 
 

# # # 

http://www.destinationtargetfield.com/
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