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Statement of Proposed Use and Description of the Project 
 

Address:  1500 6th St. NE, Ward 3 
Project Name: Grace Center Portable Classrooms 
Application Type: Interim Use Permit 
Number:   BZZ-___________ 
 
 
Statement of Proposed Use: 
Grace Center for Community Life, a Minnesota non-profit organization, is applying for 
an Interim Use Permit to accommodate two portable classrooms for two years.  Grace 
Center is located at 1500 6th St. NE.  The building was formerly used as Holland 
Elementary School.  The Minneapolis School District sold the building to Grace Center 
in June 2010.   
 
Grace Center leases space to two public charter schools:  Spero Academy (Grades K-
5) and New City School (Grades K-8), as well as Grace Lutheran Church and 
Heartwood Montessori Northeast (ages 3 – 6).  New City is currently divided between 
two campuses.  Grades 6 to 8 are currently at Grace Center, and grades K-5 are 
located at 229 -13th Ave. NE in Minneapolis.  Spero Academy plans to move to its own 
building in July 2018, when its lease at Grace Center expires.  When that occurs, New 
City wants to unify its two campuses and occupy Spero’s 19 classrooms at Grace 
Center.  In the interim, New City’s student base is outgrowing its space at both 
campuses.  The proposed portable classrooms would provide additional learning space 
until the school can unify campuses in two years.   
 
Description of the Project: 
The portable classrooms are adjoined side-by-side in a 24’ x 70’ trailer.  The trailer will 
be supported on concrete piers, and will be connected to electricity and to city water 
and sewer. Each classroom will have its own restroom.  They will have heating and air-
conditioning. The trailer will be situated in the south parking lot of the Grace Center 
building, bordered by two, large landscaped rain gardens on the east and south sides.  
The interior will be painted, carpeted, and furnished with desks, chairs, and other 
educational equipment.  There are six double-insulated windows (each36”W x 48”H). 
The exterior of the classroom trailer will be 5/8 T1-11 Dura Temp painted a cream color, 
with tan trim on the windows and door frames, harmonious with the one- and two-family 
homes in the surrounding neighborhood and with the red-tan brick exterior of the main 
building. The students will have ready access to gym, lunchroom, assembly area, 
playground, and other students inside Grace Center.   The base of the trailer will be 
screened with skirting. An ADA-compliant ramp will be installed for access at the 
entrance. The air-conditioning units will be on each end.  
 
The portable classroom unit, manufactured in 2006, meets State of Minnesota 
Education-Occupancy requirements, based on an analysis of the specifications and 
plans by a Minnesota licensed architect.  



Address: 1500 6th St. NE, Ward 3 
Project:   Grace Center Portable Classrooms 
 
Number: BZZ-_________ 
 
 
Statement to Findings: 
In accordance with Minneapolis Code Sections 525.340 and 525.450: 
 
1. The interim use is allowed as a conditional use in the R1A zoning district in which it 

is to be located.  The interim use shall include a regular course of study accredited 
by the State of Minnesota. 
 

2. The establishment, maintenance, or operation of the interim use will not be 
detrimental to or endanger the public health, safety, comfort, or general welfare. 

 
3. The interim use will not be injurious to the use and enjoyment of other property in the 

vicinity and will not impede the normal and orderly development and improvement of 
surrounding property for uses permitted in the district. 

 
4. Adequate utilities, access roads, drainage, necessary facilities or other measures, 

have been or will be provided.  
 

5. Adequate measures have been or will be taken to minimize traffic congestion in the 
public streets. 

 
6. The interim use is consistent with the applicable policies of the comprehensive plan. 

 
7. The interim use conforms to Zoning Ordinance Section 525.450 as if it were 

established as a conditional use. 
 

8. The interim use shall terminate two years after the issuance of the Interim Use 
Permit, or by August 31, 2018, whichever is later.   

 
9. In the event of a public taking of property after the interim use is established, the 

property owner shall not be entitled to compensation for any increase in value 
attributable to the interim use.  
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PAUL GATES ARCHITECT

GRACE CENTER FOR COMMUNITY LIFE

Room No. Room Name Area (sf) Room No. Room Name Area (sf)

FIRST FLOOR  SECOND FLOOR

101 Classroom 1,149       201 Classroom 920          

102 Commons 1,018       201B Storage 204          

103 Classroom 644          201C Janitor 129          

103A Staff Room 549          202 Classroom 935          

103B Office 246          203 Classroom 935          

103C Storage 208          204 Classroom 935          

104 Classroom 935          205 Classroom 935          

105 Classroom 935          206 Classroom 912          

106 Classroom 935          207 Classroom 940          

107 Classroom 920          208 Classroom 907          

107A Storage 63            208A Storage 112          

107B Corridor 2,360       209 Classroom 914          

107C Janitor 120          210 Classroom 897          

107D Boy's Restroom 164          210A Storage Room 271          

107E Girl's Restroom 173          210B Classroom 669          

107F Storage 59            210C Corridor 891          

107G Toilet 34            210D Corridor 3,175       

107H Toilet 86            210E Storage 83            

108 Conference Room 248          210F Storage Room 56            

109 Office 1,135       210G Girl's Restroom 215          

109A Office 113          210H Boy's Restroom 251          

109B Office 113          211 Classroom 958          

109C Office 143          211A Classroom 963          

109D Office 57            212 Work Room 871          

109G Office 229          212A Toilet 155          

109H Conference Room 192          212B Janitor 188          

110 Media Center 1,157       212C Elevator 136          

111 Sanctuary 3,435       213 Mechanical Room 1,929       

111A Sacristy 246          Stair A 289          

112 Gym 4,520       Stair B 225          

112C Storage Room 246          Stair C 226          

113 Multi-Purpose Room 2,651       Stair E 209          

113A Storage Room 254          

113B Backstage 163          Second Floor Measured Area 21,435     

113C Stage 235          

114 Food Shelf 544          Second Floor Gross Area 22,843     

114A Kitchen 693          

114B Storage Room 51            

114C Boiler Room 496          

114D Corridor 1,968       

114E Elevator 122          

114F Toilet 105          

114G Toilet 80            

Stair A 294          

Stair B 176          

Stair C 173          

Stair E 294          

First Floor Measured Area 30,731     

First Floor Gross Area 32,262     

March 7, 2015

















hanauam0
Text Box
View from 6th Street Northeast
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