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MEMORANDUM 
 

DATE: July 14, 2016 

TO: Zoning and Planning Committee 

FROM: Jason Wittenberg, Manager, Community Planning & Economic Development – Land Use, 
Design and Preservation 

SUBJECT: Planning Commission decisions of June 13, 2016 
 
 
The following actions were taken by the Planning Commission on June 13, 2016.  As you know, the Planning 
Commission’s decisions on items other than rezonings, text amendments, vacations, 40 Acre studies and 
comprehensive plan amendments are final subject to a ten calendar day appeal period before permits can be 
issued. 

Committee Clerk 
Lisa Kusz - 612.673.3710 
 
Commissioners present 
John Slack, Vice President  |  Alissa Luepke Pier, Secretary 
Lisa Bender  |  Rebecca Gagnon  |  Ryan Kronzer  |  Nick Magrino  |  Sam Rockwell  |  Amy Sweasy  |  Scott 
Vreeland  
 
Commissioner absent 
Matthew Brown, President 

 

2. Right-of-Way Vacation, Ward 2 
Staff report by Hilary Dvorak, Vac-1494.  

The City Planning Commission adopted staff findings for the application by the Regents of the University 
of Minnesota. 

A. Vacation (Vac-1494) for a portion of 4th St SE, lying northwesterly of 25th Ave SE. 

Action: The City Planning Commission recommended that the City Council deny the vacation of the 
right-of-way of a portion of 4th St SE, lying northwesterly of 25th Ave SE. 

Aye: Bender, Gagnon, Kronzer, Luepke-Pier, Magrino, Rockwell, Sweasy and Vreeland 
Absent: Brown 

 

mailto:hilary.dvorak@minneapolismn.gov
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Staff Dvorak  presented the staff report. 
 
President Slack opened the public hearing. 
 
Sandy Cullen (511 Washington Ave): I’m the Assistant Director for Parking and Transportation Services for 
the University of Minnesota. This map shows Fourth St.  In working with the Met Council and the City of 
Minneapolis on the design of the light rail transit corridor, this Fourth St used to go through all the way to 
23rd, but with the train in this location it caused Fourth St to become a dead end.  In the coordination with 
the city during that whole process, we talked to the city and submitted the vacation request because we 
knew it’d be a dead end street.  In serving the area we had worked with adjacent developments to provide 
access through an easement for those areas.  Since that LRT was completed it was the understanding that 
that’s when we were going to submit our vacation requests for this street because it no longer went through 
and we are in a development opportunity with the neighboring parcels to develop this whole parcel.  The 
idea that the future that this pedestrian corridor would be perpetuated all the way to the stadium as part of 
that project and that’s why we’re here asking for the vacation request at this time.  
 
Kelley Brandt: Fourth St and 23rd Ave vacations were first applied for in 2006. We were reminded that until 
CCLRT project was completed that these vacation requests would not be put forth.  We reapplied. We’d like 
to cooperate with the transportation traffic study, but we don’t believe it’s going to yield any different 
conclusions than what we put forth here today.   
 
Commissioner Kronzer: Do you have a sense of what your timing is for this proposed development of these 
sites? 
 
Kelley Brandt: I think with 23rd Ave we’ve stated there is nothing planned there.  Fourth St street vacation is 
unknown at this time as to what the plan would be.  It’d be dead ended and we’d maintain the property.  I 
don’t know why the city would want to retain any type of ownership.  There is no planned development for 
either 23rd Ave or Fourth St at this time.   
 
John Kari (169 Malcomb Ave SE): I’m a member of the board of the Prospect Park Association. I’m also a 
member of our zoning and project review committee.  We were surprised at our last meeting to get this with 
no information around what it means.  To give you some perspective, I want to reiterate all the points that 
Jeff Barnhardt made about his concerns and the importance of Green Fourth. We, as a neighborhood, have 
really tried to make sure that we have pedestrian and bike network access to the station stops that are in our 
neighborhood.  Fourth St is a major way in which people would be able to go from the new development as 
well as the existing neighborhood to the university.  Half of our student population lives close to the Stadium 
Village Station and many of them use this as their access point.  We’re seeing many more developments 
come in.  We’re concerned having the network connectivity. The university, as a partner, is not always the 
best partner.  One of the things we’ve learned is that you have to have some point of leverage.  Once you 
vacate this, we lose any way in which we can have any influence as to what’s going on.  I’d argue that Green 
Fourth going from Stadium Village Station to Malcomb is a pedestrian and bike friendly and is part of the 
innovation that we really want to see developed in our area.  It’s an important piece.  I think maintaining the 
public city access from the LRT station at Stadium Village to Malcomb is an essential piece.  That would keep 
us at the table with the university and with the city in the development of this greater area and also 
maintaining networks.  Thank you.   
 
Erik Amel (1 Seymour Ave SE): I echo the words of Mr. Kari and say that Green Fourth is a big deal in our 
neighborhood.  It depends on the continuity and design and development of that street. If the university is 
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controlling it, that would be called into question.  I think the financial viability of the plan also depends on all 
pieces.  There’s no understanding as to how these costs would be shared going forward on the whole vision 
of the Green Fourth.  We’d like to be at the table for the discussions on how that piece of street is developed.  
Thank you. 
 
President Slack closed the public hearing.  
 
Commissioner Kronzer: I will move staff recommendation to deny the application (Vreeland seconded). 
Streets are for more than just cars, they’re for people and bicycles and view corridors as well.  The face that 
this street doesn’t go through to 23rd for cars is one thing, but it’s a pedestrian connection. This should be a 
public street.  Removing the public street would reduce access to the light rail station.  
  
Aye: Bender, Gagnon, Kronzer, Luepke-Pier, Magrino, Rockwell, Sweasy and Vreeland 
Absent: Brown 
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