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To: Zoning & Planning 
Date: 5/19/2016 
From: Community Planning & Economic Development 
Prepared by: Hilary Dvorak, Principal Planner 
Presented by:  Hilary Dvorak, Principal Planner 
File type:  Action 
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Subject: 
Environmental Assessment Worksheet: Proposed 600 Washington Avenue SE development; 600 
and 612 Washington Ave SE and 311 Harvard St SE. 
 
Description: 
Approving staff recommendation that the Environmental Assessment Worksheet (EAW) and the 
Findings of Fact prepared for the proposed 600 Washington Avenue SE development located at 
600 and 612 Washington Ave SE and 311 Harvard St SE are adequate, and the preparation of an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is not required. 
 
Previous Actions: 
None 
 
Ward/Neighborhood/Address: 
Ward 2 
University of Minnesota 
600 and 612 Washington Ave SE and 311 Harvard St SE 

 
Background/Analysis: 
CPED staff recommends that the City Council make the following findings and not require the 
preparation of an EIS for this project: 
1. The Environmental Assessment Worksheet, the “Findings of Fact and Record of 

Decision” document, and related documentation for the 600 Washington Avenue SE 
redevelopment were prepared in compliance with the procedures of the Minnesota 
Environmental Policy Act and Minn. Rules, Parts 4410.1000 to 4410.1700 (2009). 

2. The Environmental Assessment Worksheet, the “Findings of Fact and Record of 
Decision” document, and related documentation for the project have satisfactorily 
addressed all of the issues for which existing information could have been reasonably 
obtained. 

3. The project does not have the potential for significant environmental effects based 
upon the above findings and the evaluation of the following four criteria (per Minn. 
Rules, Parts 4410.1700 Subp. 7): 
• Type, extent, and reversibility of environmental effects 
• Cumulative potential effects; 
• Extent to which the environmental effects are subject to mitigation by ongoing 

public regulatory authority. 



• Extent to which environmental effects can be anticipated and controlled as a 
result of other environmental studies undertaken by public agencies or the 
project proposer, including other EISs. 

4. The finding by the City that the EAW is adequate and no EIS is required provides no 
endorsement, approval or right to develop the proposal and cannot be relied upon as an 
indication of such approval. This finding allows the proposer to formally initiate the 
City’s process for considering the specific discretionary permissions necessary for 
redevelopment, and for the City in this process, informed by the record of the EAW, to 
identify and encourage the elements for compatible redevelopment, and assure their 
implementation at this site. 

Consequently, the City does not require the development of an Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) for the project. 
 
Financial Review: 
No financial impact. 
 
Attachments: 

1. Draft Findings of Fact and Record of Decision 
2. EAW 


